OPINION

DHAKA WEDNESDAY JULY 6, 2022

ASHAR 22,1429 BS
The Baily Star

Shahnoor Wahid
is a senior journalist.

ol grabbing
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[ N OTED physicist a victim of
land grabbing,” screamed the
headline on the City Page of

The Daily Star on June 19. The story

details how an old man ran from door

to door to free his land from the ugly

clutches of grabbers.

In another report in the Daily Ittefaq,
we learnt how a woman grabbed all the
properties of an expatriate man by forging
his signature and personal information.
She earned his confidence by doing some
minor jobs for him, and when he trusted
her with renewing his passport, she came
up with her masterstroke. Collecting full
information provided in his passport,
she prepared some false documents
and claimed ownership of most of his
properties. A clever act of grabbing,
indeed.

In this daily, we have also read a
report on how there was an onslaught
of grabbing on the Meghna River. The
report elaborated on the fact that the
river custodians turned a blind eye to
“influential grabbers” filling up the
Meghna foreshore. These are big grabbers
in tuxedos who sit next to you in the club

record says they have been grabbed by
some influential people. We believe these
influential people were and still are more
powerful than the government. The cat-
and-mouse game of grabbing the land on
the two sides of Buriganga River has taken
a legendary proportion by now.

One must recognise the fact that
grabbers in Bangladesh have taken the

The lucrative enterprise

Analysing the success of these hard-
working and innovative people, I strongly
suggest that, instead of a BCS university,
as suggested by an eminent teacher,
someone open a university to impart
theoretical knowledge as well as practical
training on how to grab things: anything,
from your mobile phone to 100 acres
of government land, private land or a

prominent one among them. In both the
urban and rural areas, life revolves around
land. A man in love with his land would
not hesitate to kill or die for it. In this
connection, we may suggest including
Leo Tolstoy’s short story “How Much
Land Does a Man Need?” in the syllabus
of the institute. Added to that should be
the wisdom of Niccolo Machiavelli, who
said, “But above all he must refrain from
seizing the property of others, because a
man is quicker to forget the death of his
father than the loss of his patrimony.”

These enterprising humans are active
in our rural areas, too, with a dredger
to grab sand from the bottom of the
river or earth-cutter to cut the top soil
of agricultural land in broad daylight.
You don’t care if in the process the land
loses fertility and water gets stuck in the
ditches. When you have cut the top soil
of about 200 acres of land and sold it to
the local brickfield owner, your attention
turns towards the village road with four
feet of elevation waiting to be devoured.
Since it will be difficult to cut the entire
road in daytime, you wait for midnight.
Your attention will soon turn to the
riverbanks.

When a nosey reporter goes to
the local administration to collect
information regarding the grabbing
of a pond or a hill by the blessed ones,
they usually say, “No, no, no, no. No
such thing has come to our notice.
How can anyone fill up an entire pond
or cut down a hill when we are sitting
here (read: sleeping)? We shall send
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