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10 held for 
cutting hill 
STAFF CORRESPONDENT, 

Ctg

A team of Department of 
Environment (DoE) and 
police on Monday arrested 
10 people for cutting hill in 
the port city’s Chawkbazar. 

“Acting on a tip off, 
the team conducted 
the drive at Manila Hill  
around 6:00pm and 
arrested them,” said Hasan 
Ahmmed, deputy director 
of  DoE, Chattogram. 

A case was filed with 
Chawkbazar Police Station 
against 11 persons.

NIKO GRAFT CASE

Hearing 
adjourned 

till August 2
COURT CORRESPONDENT

A Dhaka court yesterday 
adjourned till August 2 
the hearing against BNP 
Chairperson Khaleda Zia 
and eight others in Niko 
graft case.

Judge Sheikh Hafizur 
Rahman of Dhaka Special 
Judge’s Court-9 passed the 
order, after a petition was 
filed on behalf of Khaleda, 
seeking adjournment of 
the hearing, said Advocate 
Zainal Abedin Meshbah, 
one of her lawyers.

Even 1,000 bridges 
will not work: BNP
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The Awami League government will not be able to earn 
people’s confidence even if it builds 1,000 Padma bridges 
ignoring democracy, said BNP yesterday.

“Hold a credible election to see how much confidence 
people have in you [government]. Ayub Khan also carried 
out development activities during the Pakistan rule,” 
said BNP Secretary General Mirza Fakhrul Islam Alamgir 
during a press conference at its chairperson’s Gulshan 
office. 

The BNP leader said their party will participate in 
the next general election if it is held under a “neutral 
government”, which is a must for a free and fair polls.

The government has completely failed to stand by the 
flood-hit people, said Fakhrul following their standing 
committee meeting.

“There’s no visible activity by the government for 
rehabilitating the flood victims,” he said.

Talking about the population and housing census, 
he said collection of proper information is not possible 
under the current government as data collection is done 
as per its instructions. Turning to the sudden load-
shedding, Fakhrul said, “The frequent power cuts have 
proved that the government’s cent percent electricity 
coverage claim is just rhetoric.” 

Who started the fire?
FROM PAGE 6

The committee made 
four recommendations, 
including the formulation 
of special regulations 
on the management of 
dangerous cargo to avert 
such incidents in future.

Expressing suspicion 
that the incident could 
have been a sabotage, 
the committee also 
recommended for 
investigation by intelligence 
agencies.

A fire and subsequent 
explosion at the depot on 
June 4 killed 48 people and 
injured over a hundred.

The following day, CPA 
formed a three-member 
probe body -- led by CPA 
Terminal Manager Qudrat-
e-Khuda -- to investigate 
the incident.

Six separate probe 
bodies had been formed by 
other government offices 
to probe the incident, while 

only the CPA-formed body 
has submitted its report so 
far.

The committee 
submitted its report 
last week. None of the 
committee members 
agreed to comment on 
their findings to this 
correspondent. 

A reliable source 
confirmed that the 
committee in its report 
mentioned seven factors 
responsible for the incident.

According to the report, 
during the incident, there 
were 37 containers of 
hydrogen peroxide inside 
the depot sent by Al Razi 
Chemical Complex for 
export. They were being 
stored due to complexity in 
shipment.

The committee blamed 
Al Razi for not resending 
the containers to the 
factory timely, even after 
repeated requests from the 
shipping lines.

Better call 
FROM PAGE 5

accounts, we found 
transaction details of Tk 
46.51 lakh,” said ADC 
Mohidul.

Galib’s sources mainly 
brought different needy 
people to him, and for 
this, he often paid each 
source Tk 5,000 to 20,000 
as commission, said 
detectives.

He used to ensure 
easy movement of several 
vehicles by pretending to 
be an AIG and talking to 
sergeants, they said.

“For the task, Galib used 
to take a hefty amount, he 
admitted during primary 
interrogation. We are now 
trying to check his bank 
account details using his 
NID to know how much 
money he collected,” said 
Mohidul.

A case was filed 
against the arrestees with 
Sabujbagh Police Station 
on Monday.

According to the first 
information report (FIR), 
after going through Galib’s 
phone, detectives found 
communication details 
involving different traffic 
inspectors and OCs.

Pornography charges 
were also brought against 
him, as police found a 
number of videos and 
pictures of women in 
compromising situations 
in his phone.

Railway’s
FROM PAGE 6

of east zone, said the railway 
has started recruiting new 
assistant station masters. 
Once the new workforce is 
recruited, the stations will 
be opened gradually.

Md Mozammel Haque 
Chowdhury, secretary 
general of Bangladesh 
Passengers Welfare 
Association, said, “It is 
possible to travel through 
D h a k a - C h a t t o g r a m 
in five hours with the 
current capacity. But 
railway authorities have 
decreased train speed 
on various pretexts. As 
a result, passengers are 
being deprived of proper 
services.”

EVM not reliable
FROM PAGE 5
businessmen, while it was 
nearly 73 percent in the 
previous election.

Additionally, 5.56 
percent are lawyers 
and 19.44 percent are 
homemakers.

In terms of assets, 
nearly 17 percent of local 
representatives have assets 
worth between Tk 1 crore 
to 5 crore, 36 percent have 
assets worth between Tk 
5 lakh and 35 lakh and 30 
percent have assets worth 
below Tk 5 lakh.

Of the 36 public 

representatives elected in 
the polls, 26 have either past 
or present criminal cases 
against them, according to 
Shujan’s report.

Three newly-elected 
ward councillors are 
currently in prison on 
charges of vandalising 
idols, arson and lynching. 
All of them took part in the 
polls while on bail and were 
later sent to jail as the court 
rejected their plea seeking 
a bail extension. 

The report also stated 
that 30 percent of the 

elected members are 
graduates, 28 percent 
studied up to HSC level 
and nearly 14 percent have 
educational qualifications 
up to SSC. 

Shujan presented 
the report on 26 ward 
councillors, nine women 
councillors and one mayor 
elected in the elections. 
They did not present data 
on the councillor of ward-2 
Gazi Golam Sarwar as they 
claimed to have not found 
his information on the 
commission’s website.

Confce on ‘freedom 
of religion’ in UK
DIPLOMATIC CORRESPONDENT

An International Ministerial Conference on Freedom of 
Religion or Belief (FoRB) is being hosted by the British 
government in London on July 5 and 6. 

State Minister for Religious Affairs Mohammed 
Faridul Haq Khan is attending the event. 

Other Bangladeshi delegates include noted 
photographer Shahidul Alam; Father Tapan Rozario, 
associate professor, Department of World Religions 
and Culture at Dhaka University; and Shaheen Anam, 
executive director of Manusher Jonno Foundation, 
according to a statement of the UK High Commission.
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