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China rejects 
Nasa claim it 
will take over 
the moon
REUTERS, Beijing

China yesterday rejected 
as an irresponsible smear a 
warning from the chief of 
Nasa that China might “take 
over” the moon as part of a 
military programme, saying 
it has always called for the 
building of a community of 
nations in outer space.

China has stepped 
up the pace of its space 
programme in the past 
decade, with exploration 
of the moon a focus. 
China made its first lunar 
uncrewed landing in 2013 
and expects to launch 
rockets powerful enough 
to send astronauts to the 
moon towards the end of 
this decade. 

“We must be very 
concerned that China 
is landing on the moon 
and saying: ‘It’s ours now 
and you stay out’,” Nasa 
Administrator Bill Nelson 
told German newspaper 
Bild in an interview 
published on Saturday.

The US space agency 
chief said China’s space 
programme was a military 
one and that China had 
stolen ideas and technology 
from others.

“This is not the first 
time that the head of the 
US National Aeronautics 
and Space Administration 
has ignored the facts and 
spoken irresponsibly about 
China,” said Zhao Lijian, a 
spokesman at the Chinese 
foreign ministry.

“The US side has 
constantly constructed a 
smear campaign against 
China’s normal and 
reasonable outer space 
endeavours, and China 
firmly opposes such 
irresponsible remarks.”

COPENHAGEN SHOOTING

Suspect remanded 
in psychiatric ward
AFP, Copenhagen

The chief suspect in a Copenhagen mall shooting 
was remanded into a psychiatric care facility 
yesterday, one day after three people, including 
two teenagers, were shot dead.

“The court remands the 22-year-old in a 
closed psychiatric ward,” Copenhagen police said 
in a statement, following a two-hour hearing 
involving the suspect.

The suspected perpetrator of the attack, which 
took place late on Sunday afternoon, would be 
kept in custody for at least 24 days, which can 
then be extended, said police.

According to public broadcaster DR, citing 
several unnamed sources, the suspected gunman 
had tried to reach a psychological help line 
shortly before the attack, but authorities would 
not confirm this. Copenhagen police chief Soren 
Thomassen had already told a morning press 
conference that the “suspect is also known 
among psychiatric services”, but declined to 
comment further.

Rich Russians 
should pay the bill

Says Ukraine’s PM as reconstructing the 
war-torn country expected to cost $750b

REUTERS, Lugano

The cost of rebuilding Ukraine following Russia’s invasion could reach $750 
billion and rich Russians should help to meet the cost, Ukrainian Prime 
Minister Denys Shmygal said yesterday.

“We believe that the key source of recovery should be the confiscated 
assets of Russia and Russian oligarchs,” he told a conference in the Swiss 
city of Lugano, citing estimates that frozen Russian assets were worth $300-
$500 billion.

“The Russian authorities unleashed this bloody war. They caused this 
massive destruction and they should be held accountable for it.”

Also addressing the Ukraine Recovery Conference, European 
Commission President Ursula von der Leyen said the European Union would 
establish a central platform to coordinate rebuilding efforts and also help 
to cement Ukraine’s status as a candidate for EU membership, which the EU 
agreed last month. 

“Since the beginning of the war, the European Union has mobilised 
around 6.2 billion euros ($6.48 billion) in financial support,” von der Leyen 
said. “And... more will come. We will engage substantially in the mid- and 
long-term reconstruction.”

After years of close work with Ukraine, von der Leyen said Europe had a 
special responsibility and a strategic interest in helping it.

“The Kremlin’s goal is the military, political and economic destruction of 
Ukraine,” she said. “They want to undermine Ukraine’s very existence as a 
state. We cannot and we will not let this happen.”

Russia has described its invasion of Ukraine, begun on February 24, as “a 
special military operation”.

The platform will map investment needs and channel resources, von der 
Leyen said.

It will bring together countries, the private sector, civil society, as well as 
international organisations, such as the European Bank for Reconstruction 
and Development and the European Investment Bank.

The European Investment Bank, the lending arm of the European Union, 
is proposing a funding structure previously used during the Covid-19 
pandemic to help rebuild Ukraine. 

Ukraine’s President Volodymyr Zelenskiy hailed the reconstruction 
efforts.

MOVE TO RESET SECOND TERM

Macron reshuffles 
French cabinet
AFP, Paris

French President Emmanuel Macron yesterday 
reshuffled his government looking to reset a second 
term off to a rocky start after his failure to win a 
parliamentary majority.

While he finally ceded to public pressure by sacking 
Damien Abad, the solidarity and social cohesion minister 
accused of rape, there was little sign of a major renewal 
that could turn Macron’s fortunes around.

Other posts in the 41-strong cabinet -- exactly 
divided between men and women -- mostly went to 
politicians from the different factions in Macron’s 
camp. The foreign, finance and defence ministers all 
remained in place.

Abad later told reporters he had been targeted by a 
“sinister movement” of “despicable slanders organised 
around a calendar” designed to drive him out of 
government. Chrysoula Zacharopoulou, who has been 
accused by former patients of rape, is staying on as 
state secretary for development, Francophony and 
international partnerships.

 People gather as an Israeli machinery guarded by Israeli forces demolish a Palestinian house in Masafer 
Yatta, in the Israeli-occupied West Bank yesterday. PHOTO: REUTERS


