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HC stays Destiny 
MD’s Tk 200cr fine
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The High Court has stayed a trial court verdict that 
fined Destiny Group Managing Director Md Rafiqul 
AminTk 200 crore in a Tk 1,861 crore laundering 
case.

The HC bench of Justice SM Kuddus Zaman 
and Justice Md Riaz Uddin Khan passed the order 
on June 22 after agreeing to hear an appeal filed 
by Rafiqul, challenging the lower court judgement 
that also sentenced him to 12 years imprisonment.

Rafiqul’s lawyer Ujjal Bhowmik told The Daily 
Star yesterday that the HC officials will prepare 
paper book of the case. Then the HC will hold 
hearing of his appeal. The collection of the fine 
from him will remain halted until HC disposes of 
the appeal.

2 railway staff held 
for ticket scalping
STAFF CORRESPONDENT, Ctg

Rapid Action Battalion (Rab) detained two staff 
members of Railway Nirapatta Bahini (RNB) with 
nine tickets of Sonar Bangla Express at Chattogram 
Railway Station on Sunday night.

The detainees are Md Imran Hossain and Robiul 
Hossen. Of them, one was in official uniform and 
another in regular clothes when they were selling 
the train tickets illegally. Major Mehedi Hasan, 
deputy director of Rab-7 Chandgaon camp, said, 
“Following a tip-off, we made the arrest at around 
11:30pm while they were selling tickets of Sonar 
Bangla Express on Dhaka-Chattogram route.”

DOMESTIC ROUTES

Biman to 
operate 58 
additional 
flights for Eid
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Biman Bangladesh Airlines 
has increased 58 flights 
(round trip) on different 
domestic routes due to 
passengers’ demand on the 
occasion of Eid-ul-Azha. 
The additional flights will 
be operated on domestic 
routes from July 5 to July 
13, Biman said in a press 
release.

There will be nine 
additional flights on 
Saidpur route (18 on round 
trip), eight on Jashore 
route (16 on round trip), 
six on Barishal route (12 on 
round trip), and additional 
six flights on Rajshahi 
route (12 on round trip).

Usually, the airlines 
operates 95 flights a week 
on seven domestic routes.

Momen’s new 
book launched

UNB, Dhaka

A new book authored by Foreign Minister AK 
Abdul Momen was launched yesterday highlighting 
Bangladesh’s successes over the last 50 years and 
the potential to grow further.

LGRD Minister Md Tazul Islam attended the 
event at Foreign Service Academy.

The book titled “Bangladesher Ponchash: Safollo 
O Somvabona (50 Years of Bangladesh: Successes 
and Potentials)” contained 23 write-ups – eighteen 
articles are written in Bangla and five in English.

The book, published by Zhumzhumi Prokashon, 
was dedicated to the author’s elder brother and 
former finance minister late AMA Muhith.  
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How effective will 

solar fences be?
Forest Department sets it up to 

lessen human-elephant conflicts
MOSTAFA YOUSUF

Forest Department has set up 
solar fences in Rangamati and 
Sherpur to lessen elephant raid on 
human settlements and crops.
This was done for the first time on 
an experimental basis.

The 10-kilometre fences, eight 
kilometres in Rangamati’s Kaptai 
upazila and two kilometres in 
Sherpur’s Nalitabari upazila, have 
been constructed under a project 
titled “Wildlife Conservation and 
Habitat Development”. 

The fences, powered by solar 

energy, will send a mild shockwave 
to whoever comes in contact 
with it. If any elephant touches 
the fence, it’ll receive a mild 
shock, which will hopefully keep 
the animals away from human 
settlements, forest officials said. 

Molla Rezaul Karim, 
conservator of Forest Departments 
said at least 10 to 12 people die in 
elephant raids every year in the 
country.

“The department spent Tk 
1.5 crore for the fences. Our first 
target is to save people and their 
assets from elephant attacks and 

at the same time ensure that the 
gentle giants’ biological activity is 
not interrupted,” he said.

He said they have plans to 
install another 150 kilometres 
of such fences across elephant 
habitats in the country if feasible. 

As per The Daily Star records, 
around 155 elephants died largely 
by electrocution -- a trap laid by 
people to save their crops.

Encroachment, deforestation 
and human activity contributed to 
the loss of elephant habitats across 
Chattogram, Cox’s Bazar and 
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In order to reduce human-elephant conflicts, Forest Department 
has set up solar fences in Rangamati’s Kaptai and Sherpur’s 
Nalitabari -- spanning 10 kilometres. PHOTO: COLLECTED 

Tk 28cr in 31 
accounts
ACC finds in 
suspended cop 
Sohel Rana’s bank 
accounts

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Investigators of Anti-
Corruption Commission 
have found about Tk 
28.46 crore in 31 accounts 
of suspended Banani 
Police Station inspector 
Sheikh Sohel Rana. He 
was reportedly involved 
with e-commerce 
platform ‘e-orange’ and is 
under investigation over 
corruption allegations 
against him.

He got the money from 
the e-commerce business 
in which he had invested 
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