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FLOOD IN THE NORTH
Crops worth Tk
134cr damaged

S DILIP ROY

Special train
for cattle

Railway to transport sacrificial

animals ahead of Eid
OUR CORRESPONDENT, Pabna

With water receding, the grim scenario
of damages caused by flood is becoming
visible in Kurigram and Lalmonirhat.
Around 24,000 farmers have been
affected in the two districts. Crops
worth Tk 134 crore on 16,383 hectares
of land were damaged, according to the
department of agriculture.

Shahidar Rahman (62), a flood-
affected farmer of Brahmaputra shoal at
Kurigram’s Roumari, cultivated aus paddy
on five bighas of land and vegetables in
one bigha land. The flood washed away
all his crops, leaving a damage worth Tk
75,000. “I have no way to compensate for
this loss.”

He said he cultivated the crops by
taking out loans. He’s now worried about
how he’ll ever repay it and provide for his
family at the same time.

Afzal Hossain (60), a flood-hit farmer
of Teesta shoal at Rajpur union in

Bangladesh Railway (BR) has taken initiative to
carry sacrificial animals to the capital from the
northern districts through train service again this
year.

Sacrificial animal will be carried from
Chapainawabganj to Dhaka. Animals will
be loaded from Chapainawabganj station,
Kakonhaat station, Rajshahi station, Chatmohor
station in Pabna, Ullapara station in Sirajganj and
Bangabandhu bridge west rail station in Sirajganj
while carrying cost of animal will be cheaper,
railway sources said.

“We’ll load 20 cows in a wagon. The
transport cost of each wagon is Tk 11,830 from
Chapainawabganj to Dhaka, so the highest
transport cost of each animal will be Tk 591,” said
Md Nasir Uddin, Pakshey divisional commercial
officer of railway.

Contacted, Md Shahidul Islam, divisional
railway manager, said, “We’ll operate the cattle
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bighas of aus paddy, and four bighas of Lawkathi river bank has turned into a garbage dumping zone since all of Patuakhali town’s waste is dumped there, as get more response from the cattle traders then
no designated dumping zone has been set up by the authorities as of yet. PHOTO: STAR service will be increased,” he added.
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