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local markets during the 
beginning of the seasons 
were the main causes of 
reduced production, said 
Md Ashraful Alam, a trader 
from Chuadanga.

Each sack of cattle 
fodder was being sold 
for Tk 1,800 to Tk 1,900 
whereas last year they were 
being sold for Tk 1,200, said 
another trader Md Abdul 
Khalek. 

Md Milon Hossain, a 
trader from Jhenidah’s 
Balorampur said this 

year, the production of 
sacrificial animals have 
been less by around 20 
percent due to the financial 
problem in their area -- 
mainly connected to betel 
leaf farming, which saw 
a huge loss due to virus 
contamination. 

“Last year, 14 trucks of 
animals were brought to 
Dhaka from Balorampur. 
The number is 8 this year,” 
said Milon.

This year 19 makeshift 
cattle markets and a 
permanent one have been 

leased for the upcoming 
Eid-ul-Azha, scheduled to 
be observed on July 10.

Ten of the total markets, 
including the permanent 
one at Gabtali, are 
under Dhaka North City 
Corporation while the 
other 10 are under Dhaka 
South City Corporation. 

A good number of 
sacrificial animals have 
already been gathered at 
different cattle markets 
before the official 
beginning of the rush. 

Reaz Uddin, operator 
at the Dholaikhal market, 
said they will start their 
operation formally from 
Wednesday and volunteers 
are busy to ensure smooth 
vehicular movement on 
roads. 

Salma Khan
FROM PAGE 5

expressed deep 
condolences over her 
death. “The country lost 
a shining star with the 
death of Salma Khan. 
On one hand, she was a 
successful and responsible 
activist, on the other 
hand, she was a fighter for 
realising women’s rights… 
Her death created a huge 
void in the women’s rights 
movement,” said Shaheen 
Anam, executive director 
of MJF, in a statement 
issued yesterday.

Salma Khan is the 
founder Chairperson of 
NGO Coalition on Beijing 

Process (NCBP), a network 
of 624 NGOs working 
towards implementation of 
Beijing Platform for Action. 
She was elected a member 
of the CEDAW in 1992 and 
served three terms in the 
CEDAW Committee (2003-
2006). 

She was the first Asian to 
be elected the chairperson 
of CEDAW (1997 & 1998). 

She obtained her 
Bachelor and Master’s 
degrees in Economics from 
DU and a post-graduate 
degree in Development 
Economics from the 
University of Chicago, USA 
as a Fulbright scholar.  

Highways off limits to bikes
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Bangladesh Passengers’ 
Welfare Association, 
and leaders of different 
transport associations were 
also present at the meeting.

As the meeting decision, 
operations of goods-laden 
trucks, and covered vans 
and lorries will remain 
suspended for a week 
starting from July 7.

However, the restriction 

would not be applied to 
vehicles carrying essential 
goods, raw materials, 
medicine, fuel, garment 
products, perishable 
goods, and trucks carrying 
sacrificial animals, reads 
the press release.

Legal action would be 
taken the vehicles which 
will violate the directives.

Participating in the 
meeting virtually, Quader 

said cattle markets aren’t 
allowed on the highways. 
He requested transport 
leaders and workers not to 
carry sacrificial animals in 
unfit vehicles. 

He asked the officials 
concerned to take measures 
so that CNG Filling Station 
remains open for 24 hours 
amid the Eid rush.

The minister also 
requested the leaders of 

BGMEA and BKMEA to give 
leave to garments workers 
in phases. He also asked 
the authorities concerned 
to increase toll booths at 
Padma Bridge, Dhaka-
Mawa-Bhanga Expressway, 
Meghna, and Gumti 
Bridges and instructed 
taking action against any 
allegation of overcharging 
passengers using public 
transport.

A rare feat of masonry on verge
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the bar, while around 
57,000 lawyers are waiting 
to be enlisted. Hence, we 
need to make more space.” 

The association laid an 
engraved foundation stone 
mentioning Bangabandhu 
Bhaban at the site on 
March 7 inaugurated by 
DSCC Mayor Sheikh Fazle 
Noor Taposh.

A human chain of Urban 
Study Group (USG), which 
was organised in protest of 
the demolition, was foiled 
by a group who tore down 
their banner, said Ekhlas 
Uddin Ahmed Khan, a USG 
volunteer. He also alleged 
that the bar association 
members did it. 

These correspondents 
visited the place yesterday 
at noon and learned that 
the structure is being 
demolished. 

Fakhrul, a representative 
of the labourers employed 
at the site, said around 
30 to 35 labourers are 
working to knock down the 

Neelam Ghar to build a new 
structure for DBA lawyers.

He, however, refused 
to share more details and 
asked these correspondents 
to talk to the association 
directly for further queries. 

The office of Deaf 
Development Association 
was located at the Neelam 
Ghar where Aminul Haque 
Mintu has been working 
for five years as a caretaker.

“We left the building as 
it is being demolished for 
building a new one.” 

Taimur Islam, USG 
chief executive, said 
they met Dhaka Deputy 
Commissioner yesterday 
who informed them that 
they did not approve of the 
demolition. 

He said the Dhaka DC 
also instructed the assistant 
commissioner concerned 
to stop the demolition. 
However, a huge part of the 
building has already been 
demolished.

“We submitted a petition 
to the ministry concerned 

as well as the Dhaka DC 
office against this move 
earlier, ‘’ he said.

Taimur said the 
demolition is also a 
violation of a 2017 High 
Court directive that 
ordered the authorities to 
stop changing, modifying 
and demolishing 2,200 
British-era buildings 
named in the group’s list of 
heritage sites in Old Dhaka, 
including Neelam Ghar.

“How an organisation 
like the bar association is 
doing something like this is 
incomprehensible,” he said.

This structure is an 
example of Indo-Saracenic 
architecture, with clear 
neoclassical influences, 
he said. The two-storey 
rectangular building has a 
courtyard and is finished 
with lime plaster with 
motifs and decorative 
elements crafted by hand 
lime mortar, a hallmark of 
the incomparable skills of 
the masons from Dhaka.
However, DBA general 

secretary Montu claimed 
that the building is not 
one of the 2,200 buildings 
named in the 2017 HC 
directive.  Arun Krishna 
Pal, senior assistant 
commissioner of Dhaka DC 
office, said, “Our magistrate 
stopped the demolition 
work as per law.” 

Asked about the 
“renovation”, he said, “I do 
not know anything about 
the matter. I will let you 
know on Monday.”

‘Name-only’ newspapers
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show” and “news bulletin” 
programme by the 
newspapers as, what they 
said, such programmes go 
against the Printing Press 
and Publications Act.

The forum said the 
“name-only and irregular” 
newspapers have to be 
suspended from the media 
list and the previous 
government advertisement 
system has to be restored 
through cancelling the 

existing decentralisation 
system.

The demands also 
include overhauling the 
determining system of 
newspaper circulation.

BSF demanded that 
the government circulate 
an order so that any 
unprofessional journalist 
cannot take charge as 
editor or acting editor of 
a newspaper. The minister 
said an initiative has been 
taken to create a database 

of journalists working in 
the country.

He also thanked the 
BSF leaders for agreeing 
with ATCO, the owners of 
television channels, on the 
issue of not broadcasting 
talk shows and news 
bulletins by the newspapers 
and online media.

BSF chief adviser Iqbal 
Sobhan Chowdhury and 
convener Rafiqul Islam 
Ratan, among others, were 
present at the meeting.

All credit goes
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is a major milestone in 
changing the destiny of 
Bangladesh. “I sincerely 
thank everyone.”

The premier said the 
battle to build Padma 
Bridge started in 2012 
and throughout the 
construction it faced 
slander and conspiracy.

“The saddest thing is 
that we could have started 

(construction of the bridge) 
much earlier and ended 
earlier (if there were no 
conspiracy),” she noted.
CABINET CLEARS DRAFT 

FAMILY COURT ACT

The Cabinet yesterday 
approved the draft of 
Family Court Act, 2022 to 
replace an ordinance of the 
military regime with some 
minor changes, reports 
UNB. Cabinet Secretary 

Khandker Anwarul Islam 
briefed reporters after the 
meeting.

As per the proposed 
law, the government can 
consider not only the court 
of district judges but also 
the courts of other judges 
who are equivalent to the 
district judges as appellate 
courts for such cases, he 
said.
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Death anniv 
of Fazal-e-
Khuda today
CITY DESK

Today is the 
first death 
anniversary 
of noted 
lyricist 
Fazal-e-
Khuda, best 
known for the legendary 
song, “Salam Salam Hajar 
Salam”.

On this day last year, he 
passed away at Suhrawardy 
Hospital, aged 80. He was 
previously diagnosed with 
Covid-19. On the occasion, 
wreath will be placed at 
his grave in Rayerbazar, 
prayers will be offered and 
food will be distributed 
among the destitute.

He was renowned for 
his patriotic, modern, 
folk, and Islamic songs. 
Some of his notable songs 
include “Je Deshete Shapla 
Shaluk Jhiler Jole Bhashe”, 
“Bhalobashar Mullo Koto. 
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