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Chunu said teachers 
are being humiliated 
by their own students, 
as the environment at 
the country’s education 
institutions has been 
ruined.

The JP MP said 
there is no monitoring 
system of University 
Grants Commission for 
mismanagement and 
irregularities in private and 
public universities.

Pointing to the killing 
of a college teacher in 
Savar and humiliation 
of a teacher in Narail, 
JP MP Kazi Firoz Rashid 

questioned, “What is 
happening in educational 
institutions today?”

BNP MP Harunur Rashid 
said, “Quality of education 
has deteriorated, breaking 
all records.”

Harun said not a single 
university has been placed 
in the international 
ranking.

All the opposition MPs 
blasted the government 
for insufficient allocation 
of the proposed budget for 
education sector.

On behalf of the 
education minister, 
Agriculture Minister 
Abdur Razzaque told the 

parliament that the present 
situation will not improve 
overnight. 

Harunur said in the last 
10 years, people have lost 
confidence in the EC. Not 
the EC but police and the 
administration are holding 
elections at present.

Another BNP MP 
Rumeen Farhana said the 
EC has been destroyed 
under the present 
government, and voting 
under the present EC 
cannot be free and fair.

The law, home and 
health ministers refuted 
all the allegations of the 
opposition MPs.

Enough
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In a declaration paper, the 
participants mentioned 
that controlling corruption 
remains something on 
the papers only as most 
of the time people of 
political influence are 
found involved. “The issue 
becomes a mere formality. 
Relevant bodies, including 
the Anti-Corruption 
Commission, are also 
responsible,” they said. 

So far so good
FROM PAGE 3

12 at departure. Their 
operation began on 
June 7. The airport’s 
database shows that 6,576 
passengers departed and 
2,108 arrived using e-gates 
from June 7 to June 23.

Brig Gen Sadat 
Hossain, project director 
of e-passport and 
automated border control 
management project, said 
e-gates are capable of 
verifying passports and 
their carriers’ authenticity 
within a short time. Six 
e-gates have been installed 

at Chattogram airport, and 
one each at Benapole and 
Banglabandha airport.

Presently, the e-gates 
are being used for 
scanning passports and 
their carriers.

But the authority is 
working to integrate other 
information, including 
boarding time, departure 
details, Bureau of 
Manpower, Employment 
and Training details for 
expatriates, e-visa details 
and travel history.

Group Captain Kamrul 
Islam, executive director 

of HSIA, said they are 
working and are hopeful 
to complete the process 
within a year.

Shahriar Alam, special 
superintendent of police’s 
Special Branch, said full 
benefits of the gates will 
come when machine-
readable passports are 
completely phased out.

Shahriar said traffickers 
may try to misuse the 
system, especially when it 
comes to countries that 
do not require visas. “We 
remain alert to avert such 
activities.”

Latifur Rahman
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Ayaaz Hossain. Faraaz, 
a student of Emory 
University in Atlanta, 
US, was brutally killed by 
terrorists during the July 1 
attack at the Holey Artisan 
Bakery in Gulshan in 2016.

Latifur was the founding 
director of Mediaworld, the 
company that owns The 
Daily Star, and chairman 
of Mediastar, the owning 
company of Prothom Alo. 
The newspapers are the 
leading English and Bangla 
dailies in the country.

A respected figure 
in the global business 
community, he single-
handedly built one of 
the biggest business 
conglomerates in the 
country with his hard 
work, perseverance, and 
entrepreneurial skills.

Born in Jalpaiguri on 
August 28, 1945, he began 
his education at St Francis 
School and then went to St 
Edmund’s School, Shillong, 
in 1956. He also studied 
at St Xavier’s College in 
Calcutta (now Kolkata).

After coming to Dhaka, 
he started as a trainee at 
his family-owned jute mills 
-- W Rahman Jute Mills in 
Chandpur -- in 1966. The 
jute mill was the first to be 
owned by a Bangalee in the 
erstwhile East Pakistan.

He became an executive 
and worked there until 
1971. But the government 
nationalised industries 
in 1972 and Latifur found 
himself in a very difficult 
situation. The family also 
owned some tea estates in 
north-eastern Bangladesh 
but after the independence 
the price of produce was 
less than production cost.

But he did not give 
up hope. The same year, 
Latifur came across a Swiss 
company and started a 
trading business. There was 
no looking back after that.

He established 
Transcom Group in 1981. It 
is now one of the country’s 
largest conglomerates, 
with operations in the 
areas of manufacturing, 
p h a r m a c e u t i c a l s , 
electronics, beverages, 
media, consumer, food, 
and insurance.

Latifur was a member 
of executive board of ICC-
Paris, VP of ICC-Bangladesh 
and member of Brac’s 
governing body. He was a 
member of the Bangladesh 
Better Business Forum and 
Advisory Committee on 
World Trade Organisation. 

He was also president of 
the MCCI, Dhaka for seven 
terms and of Bangladesh 
Employers’ Federation.

Latifur was also 
chairman of the 
Bangladesh government’s 
Trade Body Reforms 
Committee and a member 
of Bangladesh Bank’s 
executive board.

The business icon was 
an honouree of “Oslo 
Business for Peace Award 
2012” and was awarded 
Business Executive of the 
Year 2001 by the American 
Chamber of Commerce in 
Bangladesh. He was also 
honoured with the “Saarc 
Outstanding Leader” award 
and Lifetime Achievement 
Award. Latifur Rahman 
married Shahnaz Rahman. 
They have three daughters 
Simeen Hossain, Shahzreh 
Huq, (late) Shazneen 
Rahman, and son Arshad 
Waliur Rahman.

Worst sufferers as always
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my life. In just two days, 
everything was submerged 
in water. There was some 
dry rice in the house, which 
got wet and by now, they’re 
probably rotten.”

Sarada Biswas (45), 
a resident of Talimpur 
in Barlekha Upazila in 
Moulvibazar, said she and 
her family are currently 
living on the roadside 
bridge. “We have nothing 
to eat. I was only able to 
fetch a couple of clothes 
and my cattle. We had no 
other place to stay. I’m 
spending days in my torn, 
wet clothes.”

Popy Begum (18), who 
took shelter at a centre 
in Kulaura, said although 
relief is coming through, 

hardly any hygiene and 
sanitary products are being 
provided. As a result, many 
girls are facing trouble 
during their periods at the 
shelter.

Sajan Mia of Tanguar 
Haor said since the floods, 
they can’t focus on child 
development separately. 
“I’m not even able to pay 
attention to my pregnant 
wife properly.” 

Pritam Das, coordinator 
of the Bibeki Tarunyo, a 
relief-based organisation, 
said although relief is 
being provided in different 
parts of Sylhet, women and 
children are facing a lack of 
proper food. 

Dr Mohammad Noore 
Alam Shamim, assistant 
director of health 

directorate (Sylhet), said, 
“Most women and children 
feel uncomfortable voicing 
out what their major needs 
and concerns are. Hence, 
they need special attention 
during floods.”
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