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EU agrees to 
end sales of 
combustion 
engine by 2035
AFP, Luxembourg

The European Union 
approved a plan to end 
the sale of vehicles with 
combustion engines 
by 2035 in Europe, 
the 27-member bloc 
announced early yesterday, 
in a bid to reduce CO2 
emissions to zero.  

The measure, first 
proposed in July 2021, 
will mean a de facto halt 
to sales of petrol and 
diesel cars as well as light 
commercial vehicles and a 
complete shift to electric 
engines in the European 
Union from 2035.

Environment ministers 
meeting in Luxembourg 
also approved a five-year 
extension of the exemption 
from CO2 obligations 
granted to so-called 
“niche” manufacturers, 
or those producing fewer 
than 10,000 vehicles per 
year, until the end of 2035.

Rappler ordered 
to shut down
AFP, Manila

Philippine Nobel Peace Prize winner Maria 
Ressa’s news company Rappler was ordered 
yesterday to shut down, a day before President 
Rodrigo Duterte is due to leave office, but she 
vowed to keep the site running. Ressa has been 
a vocal critic of Duterte and the deadly drug 
war he launched in 2016, triggering what media 
advocates say is a grinding series of criminal 
charges, probes and online attacks against her 
and Rappler.  “We continue to work, it is business 
as usual,” Ressa told reporters, adding “we can 
only hope for the best” under Duterte’s successor 
Ferdinand Marcos Jr. Marcos Jr, the son of the 
Philippines’ former dictator who presided over 
widespread human rights abuses and corruption, 
takes over from Duterte today.  

Israel faces snap polls 
AFP, Jerusalem

Israel’s parliament is expected to dissolve 
yesterday, ending PM Naftali Bennett’s year-long 
tenure and triggering a fifth election in less than 
four years that could see ex-premier Benjamin 
Netanyahu reclaim power. Barring an 11th hour 
shock agreement to save the coalition or form a 
new government within the existing parliament, 
Bennett’s eight-party alliance is due to end by 
midnight, installing Foreign Minister Yair Lapid as 
prime minister. The former television anchor is set 
to head a caretaker government, ahead of polls due 
in late October or early November.  

Tensions flare in Indian city 
after sectarian killing
AFP, Udaipur

Hundreds of police were deployed in an 
Indian city yesterday after the murder 
of a Hindu tailor allegedly by two 
Muslims in revenge for inflammatory 
comments about Islam by a ruling 
party member.  

The attack -- in which the men 
seemingly tried to behead their victim 
-- in the western city of Udaipur was 
captured on video that went viral and 
has gripped a country with a long 
history of communal violence.

The video showed Kanhaiya Lal 
being attacked in his shop, with further 
footage showing the two accused 
purportedly brandishing large knives 
and threatening to kill Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi.

They then justified their murder 
as a response to Lal’s alleged support 
of comments about the Prophet 
Muhammad (PBUH) by a spokeswoman 
for Modi’s Hindu nationalist BJP party 
-- remarks that have triggered protests 
across parts of the Islamic world in 
recent weeks.

Lal’s wife told broadcaster NDTV that 
on June 10 her husband was arrested 
over a social media post supporting the 

spokeswoman and released on bail a 
day later.

The two young men were arrested 
on Tuesday as they attempted to flee 
Udaipur by motorbike, news reports 
said.

To prevent potential sectarian 
violence, authorities deployed 600 
extra police and put the city of around 
450,000 people under curfew, cutting 
mobile internet access there and in 
other parts of Rajasthan state.

Indian Muslim organisations 
condemned the killing, but Surendra 
Kumar Jain from the far-right Hindu 
group Vishwa Hindu Parishad said that 
many Muslim leaders have “insulted 
Hindu beliefs.”  

Trump tried to 
join Capitol riot
Testifies ex-aide at hearing

AFP, Washington

Former US president Donald Trump angrily 
lunged at his Secret Service driver and 
grabbed at the steering wheel of his limousine 
in a bid to join the crowd as it marched on the 
Capitol on the day of the deadly insurrection, 
an aide testified Tuesday.  

In some of the most explosive testimony 
so far to the House committee probing the 
violence, Cassidy Hutchinson, an assistant to 
Trump’s chief of staff Mark Meadows, said the 
president had demanded to be taken to the 
Capitol after his speech near the White House.

Trump became irate when he was told that 
it was impossible for security reasons, 
and he tried to wrestle the Secret 
Service for control of his official 
car, Hutchinson testified.

Trump, apparently 
watching the televised 
hearing, attempted to 
discredit Hutchinson in real 
time in a multiple-post rant 
on his social media network, 
dismissing the episode as a 
“fake story”.

Hutchinson was a central figure 
in the Trump administration and able to offer 
the committee its first blow-by-blow account 
of activity inside the White House.

She testified that Trump and some of his 
top lieutenants were aware of the possibility 
of violence -- contradicting claims that the 
assault was spontaneous and had nothing to 
do with the administration.  

Cassidy Hutchinson


