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Will save Buriganga 
channel as per CS 
map: Taposh
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Dhaka South City Corporation (DSCC) mayor 
Sheikh Fazle Noor Taposh yesterday said they 
will recover the Adi Buriganga channel based 
on a CS map.

“We will re-excavate a 2.7 km portion of the 
channel initially and we will set up boundary 
pillars accordingly and continue the work,” said 
the mayor at the inauguration programme of 
the channel’s re-excavation work.

Local Government and Rural Development 
minister Md Tazul Islam inaugurated the work 
at Shaheed Nagar.  

Stressing the need for making canals and 
rivers free from encroachment, Tazul said they 
take will action against the encroachers no 
matter who they are. 

“We are also working to beautify the canals 
after restoring them,” the minister added. 

Tk 495 for bus, Tk 140 for car
FROM PAGE 3

for a bus Tk 495, for a car 
(sedan) Tk 140, and for a 
bike Tk 30.

Moreover, a vehicle has 
to pay toll for Padma Bridge 
separately.

Currently, a medium-
sized truck has to pay Tk 
2,100 for using Padma 
Bridge, while it is Tk 
2,400 for a bus, Tk 750 
for a car, and Tk 100 for a 
motorcycle.

So, a truck has to pay a 
total of Tk 2,650 for using 
both the expressway and 
Padma Bridge, while a car 
has to pay Tk 890, and a 
bike Tk 130.

BAD NEWS FOR BIKERS

After Padma Bridge, RHD 
is considering banning 
motorcycles on the 
expressway, citing safety 
concerns.

“We have already sent a 
proposal to ban motorbikes 
on the expressway,” AKM 
Manir Hossain Pathan, 
chief engineer of RHD, said 
yesterday.

However, the two-

wheelers will be allowed on 
service lanes, he said at a 
signing ceremony at RHD 
headquarters yesterday.

Replying to a question, 
he said the decision to ban 
motorbikes will be finalised 
following discussion with 
stakeholders.

Earlier on June 26, 
Bangladesh Bridge 
Authority banned 
motorbikes on Padma 
Bridge from 6:00am of 
June 27 until further 
notice, as thousands of 
bikers queuing up to cross 
the bridge overwhelmed 
the toll plaza employees, 
and two bikers died in a 
crash on the bridge.
MANUAL TOLL 

COLLECTION FOR NOW

On June 22, Cabinet 
Committee on 
Government Purchase 
approved the proposal to 
give the aforementioned 
joint-venture firm the 
responsibility of collecting 
tolls, among other work, on 
the expressway.

As per the proposal, the 

authorities have to pay Tk 
717.49 crore for installing 
an “intelligence transport 
system” on the expressway 
as well as maintenance, 
operation and collection of 
tolls for the next five years.

Sabuj Uddin Khan, 
additional chief engineer 
(Dhaka zone) of RHD, 
and Lee Hyeon-Seung, 
managing director of KEC, 
signed the contract on 
behalf of their respective 
organisations.

Two partners in the 
agreement are S-Traffic 
Company Ltd of Korea and 
Tele Tell Communications 
of Bangladesh.

As per the contract, the 
first six months would be 
the pre-operation period, 
when they will collect tolls 
manually. 

After that, they will 
collect tolls for the next 
4.5 years with full-fledged 
technology.

Sabuj Uddin said they 
have already developed a 
software for collecting tolls 
for the first six months. 

Other modern equipment 
would be developed within 
this period.

Asked why they could 
not engage the vendor 
earlier, even though the 
interim tolls were fixed in 
April last year, RHD chief 
engineer, said, “We did 
not sit idle…There could 
be better preparation... but 
our efforts should not be 
questioned.”

Now, both the bridge 
and expressway authorities 
would collect tolls 
manually, which may cause 
huge tailbacks ahead of 
Eid-ul Azha.

The chief engineer asked 
the vendor to keep the 
matter in mind.

RHD officials said tolls 
for the expressway would 
be collected at two main 
points -- near Dhaleshwari 
Bridge and Bhanga. 

However, there would 
also be toll plazas at four 
entry and exit points at 
Abdullahpur, Srinagar, 
Puliabazar and Maligram.

Bangladesh-
US relations to 
flourish further
Says law minister
DIPLOMATIC CORRESPONDENT

Bangladesh heartily believes that its 
relationship with the US will flourish in the 
coming days as the bond between the two 
nations is strong not only at the government 
level but also at the people’s level, Law Minister 
Anisul Huq said yesterday.

The minister was addressing an event at the 
American International School Dhaka, marking 
the 246th anniversary of US independence, 
which is observed on July 4.

The US-Bangladesh relations saw strains in 
recent times, especially after the US sanctions 
on Rab and some of its former and current 
officials for human rights violations.

Anisul Huq said the bilateral relations 
between the two nations have been 
complemented by the relationship at the people 
and business levels. 

US Ambassador to Bangladesh Peter Haas 
said the US pays tribute to Bangladesh, which 
emerged after a bloody war of independence as 
the two countries celebrate 50 years of bilateral 
relations.

GDP growth
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that consumers act 
more responsibly while 
criticising the government 
over price hike. AHM 
Shafiquzzaman, director 
general, Directorate of 
National Consumers’ 
Right Protection, said 
the directorate has been 
working to protect the 
rights of consumers.

Mugda
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do about it. “We provide 
the list along with mobile 
numbers of the patients. 
So it is the duty of the city 
corporation to run the 
verification,” he said. 

He said they have a 
dedicated ward comprising 
60 beds for dengue patients 
and they will extend the 
floors if necessary. 

Take legal
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accountable for their 
inaction,” the statement 
read. They demanded the 
government intervene 
immediately and take legal 
steps against the accused 
in these incidents.

The statement was 
signed by SCF President Md 
Nurul Alam, Vice-President 
M Hamid, Secretary 
General Harun Habib, Joint 
Secretary General Abul 
Kalam Azad, Abdul Mabud, 
Prof Amzad Hossain, 
Shahjahan Mridha Babu 
among others. 

We have won
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Hasina said the launching 
of Padma Bridge will 
accelerate political, social, 
economic, administrative, 
cultural and overall 
development by integrating 
the two regions of the 
country. 

She said the economic 
activities surrounding 
the bridge would play a 
significant role in reducing 
unemployment as well as 
alleviating poverty.

In addition, direct road 
and rail connectivity will 
save a lot of working hours 
of the common people and 
improve quality of life, she 
added.

Replying to a question 
from Jatiya Party’s Syed 
Abu Hossain, the PM said 
the government is trying to 
keep prices of commodities 
affordable by keeping the 
wheel of the economy in 
motion.

Highlighting various 
steps taken by the 
government to control 
commodity prices, she said 
as a result of the initiatives, 
prices have started 
stabilising.

Mugger stabs
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Shaheed Suhrawardy 
Medical College Hospital 
morgue for autopsy. 

The OC said Kawsar 
hired Raja’s motorcycle 
for Tk 150 in the name of 
going to Gabtoli area from 
Kalshi intersection around 
1:00am.

As the motorbike 
reached Block: Dha in 
Mirpur-12, Kawsar -- sitting 
in the pillion -- took out a 
box-cutter from his bag 
and slashed Raja’s throat, 
the police officer said. Both 
of them fell on the road 
immediately. 

Kawsar then sped away 
with the bike. 

OC Kazi Mainul Islam 
of Savar Police Station said 
they occasionally set up 
checkpoint in Birulia area 
at night to check vehicles. 

“We had no prior 
information. We detained 
him (Kawsar) seeing blood 
on the number plate of the 
bike,” he said. 
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