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Argentina, 
Iran apply to 
join BRICS
REUTERS, Dubai/London

Iran, which holds the 
world’s second largest gas 
reserves, has applied to join 
the BRICS group of Brazil, 
Russia, India, China and 
South Africa that Beijing 
and Moscow cast as a 
powerful emerging market 
alternative to the West.  

Iran’s membership in 
the BRICS group “would 
result in added values for 
both sides”, Iran’s Foreign 
Ministry spokesperson 
said. 

Russia said Argentina 
had also applied to join.

“While the White 
House was thinking 
about what else to turn 
off in the world, ban or 
spoil, Argentina and Iran 
applied to join the BRICS,” 
Russian Foreign Ministry 
spokeswoman Maria 
Zakharova said.

China has by far the 
largest economy in 
the BRICS grouping, 
accounting for more than 
70 percent of the group’s 
collective $27.5 trillion 
economic might. India 
accounts for about 13 
percent, with Russia and 
Brazil each accounting for 
about 7 percent, according 
to IMF data.

BRICS account for more 
than 40 percent of the 
world’s population and 
about 26 percent of the 
global economy.  

JAIL ESCAPE BID

49 inmates 
die, dozens 
hurt in 
Colombia
AFP, Bogota

At least 49 inmates 
were killed and dozens 
more injured early 
yesterday during an 
attempted prison 
escape in southwestern 
Colombia, an official 
from the national 
prisons agency told 
AFP.  

“So far there are 
49 dead,” said a 
spokesperson for the 
National Penitentiary 
and Prison Institute, 
adding that the toll 
from the city of Tulua 
was preliminary and 
“may change.”

The tragedy 
occurred during an 
escape attempt followed 
by a fire, Caracol Radio 
quoted authorities as 
saying.

According to that 
report, more than 
40 people have been 
injured.

Fatal prison riots are 
not uncommon in Latin 
America. In Colombia’s 
neighbor Ecuador, 
nearly 400 prisoners 
have been killed in six 
riots since early 2021.  

‘A horrific human tragedy’
46 migrants found dead in trailer truck in Texas

AFP, San Antonio

At least 46 migrants were found 
dead Monday in and around 
a large trailer truck that was 
abandoned on the roadside on the 
outskirts of the Texas city of San 
Antonio.  

“At this time we have 
processed approximately 46 
bodies that have been triaged and 
tagged and declared deceased,” 
San Antonio Fire Chief Charles 
Hood told reporters. He said that 
16 people had been transported to 

the hospital alive and conscious -- 
12 adults and four children. There 
were no initial details on the age 
or nationalities of the deceased.

“The patients that we saw 
were hot to the touch, they were 
suffering from heat stroke, heat 
exhaustion, no signs of water in 
the vehicle, it was a refrigerated 
tractor-trailer but there was no 
visible working A/C unit on that 
rig,” Hood said.

Officials said three people were 
in custody over the incident.

“Tonight we are dealing with 

a horrific human tragedy,” San 
Antonio Mayor Ron Nirenberg 
told a press conference. San 
Antonio, which lies about 250 
kilometers (150 miles) from the 
Mexico border, is a major transit 
route for people smugglers.

The vehicle was found on a 
road near Highway I-35, a major 
US artery that stretches all the 
way to the border with Mexico.

Local police said the probe 
had been turned over to the 
federal Department of Homeland 
Security (DHS).

Rescue workers carry a body of a victim from the debris of a collapsed building in Mumbai, yesterday. At 
least 14 people were killed after monsoon rains caused a four-storey building to collapse in the Indian 
megacity, authorities said. PHOTO: AFP

China FM 
to visit 
Myanmar
AFP, Yangon

China’s foreign 
minister will travel to 
Myanmar this weekend 
for a regional meeting, 
a junta spokesman 
told AFP yesterday, in 
what will be Beijing’s 
highest-profile visit 
since the military 
seized power.  

Wang Yi will 
visit Myanmar to 
attend a foreign 
ministers’ meeting 
of the Lancang-
Mekong Cooperation 
mechanism,  the 
spokesman said.

The spokesman 
couldn’t confirm a 
meeting between Wang 
and junta chief Min 
Aung Hlaing.

The foreign 
ministers of Cambodia, 
Thailand, Laos, 
Myanmar and Vietnam 
will attend the July 
2-5 meeting, the 
spokesman added.  

G7 to launch ‘climate club’ 
AFP, Elmau Castle

G7 leaders will create a “climate club” 
by the end of the year to allow willing 
nations to coordinate and speed up 
efforts to tackle global warming, 
they said in a statement 
yesterday.  

The club will be open to 
countries committed to 
the Paris agreement goal of 
limiting global temperature 
increases to 1.5 degrees 
Celsius and achieving carbon 
neutrality by 2050.

The club’s establishment was 
agreed at the end of a three-day summit 
of the Group of Seven rich nations in the 
Bavarian Alps.

German Chancellor and summit 
host Olaf Scholz, who spearheaded the 
proposal, said it would allow countries 
to accelerate climate action while 

avoiding competitive disadvantages.
“We agree that we need more 

ambition to achieve our climate goals,” 
Scholz told reporters at the end of the 

summit at Elmau Castle.
When countries develop 
national strategies to 

decarbonise their 
economies, “we want to 
ensure we do not work 
against each other and 
isolate ourselves from each 

other”, he said.
This could be achieved 

by club members agreeing 
common carbon pricing standards 

or uniform standards on what 
constitutes green hydrogen, for instance.

Environmentalists however have 
criticised the club as vague on details 
and unnecessary, saying there are 
already enough international platforms 
for climate cooperation.


