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on the route from Gabtoli 
to Barishal. Nazir Ahmed, 
manager of the company’s 
Gabtoli counter, said their 
buses pass through Paturia. 
Although Padma bridge 
is now open, they did not 
receive any instructions to 
change the route.

“We don’t have a route 
permit in that direction. 
For now, our buses will 
be operating through 
Paturia. I have heard that 
the company is trying to 
get a route permit from 
Sayedabad,” said Nazir. 

Shubho, counter master 
at Hanif Enterprise in 
Gabtali, said the buses 
leaving the Gabtoli 
terminal would continue 
to pass through Paturia. 
Buses will cross the Padma 
by ferry on Eid too as they 
have not yet received the 

route permit.
Sources from 

Bangladesh Bus-Truck 
Owners Association -- 
which oversees buses 
leaving from Gabtoli Inter-
District Bus Terminal -- said 
about 1,200 buses operate 
from Gabtoli terminal. 
Of these, about 600 are 
buses currently running 
on various routes to the 
southwest, except the route 
via Padma Bridge.

Khandaker Enayet Ullah, 
general secretary of Dhaka 
Road Transport Owners’ 
Association, said they 
also wanted some of their 
vehicles from Gabtali to 
pass through the bridge.

BRTA chairperson Nur 
Mohammad Mazumder 
said buses travelling 
through Padma Bridge 
will have to leave from 
Sayedabad, not Gabtoli.
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The appeals filed by 
the convicts and death 
references (lower 
court documents for 
confirmation of death 
penalties) in the cases filed 
for the killings of Avijit 
Roy; former USAID official 
Xulhaz Mannan and his 
friend Mahbub Rabbi 
Tonoy; and writer and 
blogger Ananta Bijoy Das 
are now pending with the 
High Court.

Barrister Jyotirmoy 
Barua, a leading human 
rights lawyer, said for  
any criminal case in 
Bangladesh, it is the 
state’s responsibility to 
investigate it, produce 
the witnesses before the 
court through the public 
prosecutor, and present all 
the evidence through its 
different state apparatus 
like police.

“And here, it is the state 
apparatus which failed to 
ensure justice,” he further 
said.

“In our country, judges 
do not have the inquisitorial 
power, as they neither 
produce the witness nor 
bring evidence,” Jyotirmoy 
Barua said. 

“All these are done 
by the people involved 
in the prosecution side. 
So whether a case would 
move swiftly or slowly, it 
all depends on the state 
apparatus,” Jyotirmoy 
added.

[This is a truncated 
version of the story. To get 
the full report, please visit 
the newspaper’s website]

This reporting has 
been supported by the 
International Press 
Institute’s project on 
fighting attacks on 
journalists in South Asia.
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Momtaz Begum 
passes away
CITY DESK

Dr Momtaz 
Begum, vice 
chairman 
of Premier 
Group and 
Sheikh 
Hasina 
University of 
Science and Technology 
Board of Trustees, 
breathed her last at 
a Singapore hospital 
yesterday.

Wife of freedom fighter 
Dr HBM Iqbal, chairman of 
Premier Bank Ltd, Momtaz 
was also chairman of 
Royal University Board of 
Trustees, said a press release.

She was also a former 
member of the parliament.

She was the vice 
chairman of Hilton Hotels, 
Renaissance Dhaka 
Gulshan Hotel.

Momtaz Begum was 
also the managing director 
of Gulf Medical Center and 
Bukhara Restaurant (Pvt) 
Ltd, director of Nowrin 
Electronics Ltd, Bengal 
Tiger Cement Industries 
Ltd and Air Concern 
International (Ltd), and 
chairman of Beacon 
Travels International. 

Her namaz-e-janaza 
will be held tomorrow 
at Banani Jame Mosque 
after Zohr prayers and at 
Gulshan Azad Mosque 
after Asr prayers.

Poet Abul 
Hussain’s 
death anniv
CITY DESK

Today is 
the eighth 
anniversary 
of poet Abul 
Hussain.

He wrote 
25 books. 
Naba Basanta 
was his first poetry book.

Besides, Birash Sanglap 
(1969), Haoa Tomoy Ache 
(1982), Ekhono Shomoy 
Achhey (1997), Aar 
Kirsher Opekkha (2000), 
Kaler Khatae (2008), and 
Selected Poems by Abul 
Hussain (1986) are some of 
his other notable works.

Born in Khulna in 
1922, he was educated 
at Kolkata Presidency 
College and Kolkata 
University in Economics. 
For more than 30 years, 
he was a civil servant in 
national and international 
organisations, at home 
and abroad. He received 
Ekushey Padak, Bangla 
Academy Award and 
Padabali Award.

Press freedom
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radios and 33 community 
radio channels operating 
in the private sector, he 
added.

Moreover, 108 online 
news portals have 
been given registration 
certificates, Hasan 
Mahmud said. 

Registration certificates 
have been issued to the 
online portals of 108 
daily newspapers, while 
work is underway to issue 
certificates to 48 more, said 
the minister.

Ensure justice
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yesterday asked the Public 
Security Division under 
the Ministry of Home 
Affairs to take action 
against the responsible 
police personnel after 
investigating their inaction 
in the incident of harassing 
a teacher in Narail.

city
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accident is such that it  
does not fall within the 
boundaries of Shariatpur. 
It is under the  jurisdiction 
of Madaripur district’s 
Shibchar Police Station. 

He too helpfully 
suggested that Madaripur 
police be contacted. 

And so, Madaripur’s 
Shibchar Highway Police 
Station  OC Gazi Md 
Sakhawat Hossain was 
contacted. He was  quick 
to point out that since 
the accident happened 
on top of the bridge  and 
not on land, it has to be 
investigated by Padma 
Bridge (South)  Police 
Station. Pillar 1 to 16 
straddle Munshiganj 
district and are supposedly 
under Padma Bridge 
(North) Police Station. 

Pillar 17 to 31 fall under 
Madaripur’s Shibchar. 
From pillar 32 to  42, the 
land belongs to Shariatpur 
district. However, the span 
of the  bridge between 
pillars 17 and 42 is 

supposed to be overseen 
by Padma  Bridge (South) 
Police Station, The Daily 
Star was told. 

However, their 
responsibility ends at the 
edge of Padma Bridge;  
everything below the 
concrete is part of the 
river, and therefore, under  
jurisdiction of River Police. 

As the OC of 
Shariatpur’s Majhirghat 
River Police confirmed, 
if  anything happens 
underneath the section of 
the bridge between pillars 
17  and 42, it is indeed their 
responsibility. For them, 
however, the river begins 
at pillar 17. The air and 
water  below pillar 1 to 16 
need to be supervised by 
Munshiganj’s Mawa River  
Police. 

This super-complex 
riddle does not end here. 
If any accident happens  at 
the point where the bridge 
meets the highway, it is 
under the  jurisdiction of 
highway police. For such 
incidents, the case will be  

lodged with the district 
police, while CID will 
investigate the crime scene. 

For the Padma Bridge 
project, Bangladesh Army 
is in charge of  providing 
all forms of technical 
and security support. On 
the other  hand, if Rapid 
Action Battalion gets any 
information about a crime  
happening there -- on, over, 
under, or around the bridge 
-- it will be  able to conduct 
drives if necessary. 

In that case, part of 
responsibility falls on 
Rab-11, which  oversees 
Narayanganj, Munshiganj, 
Narsingdi, Lakshmipur, 
Noakhali,  Chandpur and 
Dhaka district’s Nababganj 
and Dohar. 

However, pillar 17 
onwards, it has to hand over 
the baton to Rab-8,  which 
oversees Barishal, Barguna, 
Patuakhali, Rajbari, 
Pirojpur,  Jhalakathi, 
Bhola, Faridpur, Gopalganj, 
Shariatpur and Madaripur. 

The Bridge railway is 
supposed to be operational 
between March  and 
June next year. When 
that happens, accident 
concerning the rail  line 
will be overseen by railway 
police. Dhaka railway 
police station OC Mazharul 
Haque confirmed the 
matter. He  said the rail line 
itself and 10 feet of space on 
either side of the line will 
be under its jurisdiction. 

Until a new railway 
police station is established, 
Dhaka railway police will 
be in charge. Now, all that 
is left to consider are the 
air and sky above Padma 
Bridge.

A riddle of responsibilities


