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Opposition to
EVM hardens

MOHIUDDIN ALAMGIR and PARTHA PRATIM
BHATTACHARJEE

With the next parliamentary election a year and a half
away, major political parties, except for the ruling Awami
League, are toughening their stance against the use of
Electronic Voting Machines in the polls.

The Jatiya Party (Ershad), an electoral ally of the AL,
and the Jatiya Samajtantrik Dal (JSD), a component of
the Al-led 14 party alliance, have already conveyed to the
Election Commission their reservations about the EVM.

The BNP and its allies have long been opposing the
use of EVMs in polls, saying the devices would allow the
ruling party to “steal votes”.

The EVM issue came into discussion after Prime
Minister Sheikh Hasina said EVMs would be used in all
300 constituencies in the
12th national election.
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We recall with a
tremendous sense
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how our readers
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Against this backdrop, the EC initiated views-
exchange meetings with all 39 registered political parties
to earn their trust and clear confusion over EVM.

But the initiative suffered a huge blow as the BNP
and 10 other parties skipped the talks that concluded
yesterday. Five of the parties, including the BNP, are
against the use of EVM in the next general election.

The JP, the main opposition in the parliament, and
the JSD have also taken position against use of EVMs in
the next polls.

Setting a condition for using EVM, JSD, however, said
EVM can be used only after it becomes popular among
voters through its use in local government elections.

The AL and its three allies support the use of EVM in
the next election.

Twelve political parties, however, are doubtful about the
use of EVM and seven have not taken any clear stance.
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police yet to
arrest culprit
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A student who assaulted a teacher with a

cricket stump was yet to be arrested more
than three days after the attack and a day
after the teacher’s death.

The victim’s family members yesterday
said the father of the 15-year-oldassailant
is a “rich person” and could be trying to
use his influence to protect his son.

As of 2:30pm yesterday, police had
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The government is bent on raising fuel prices by Tk 10-30 each litre,
despite vehement opposition from consumer rights groups and experts.

At a time when people are struggling with inflation, such a move will
surely make transport costlier which in turn will cause another spell of
price hike of essentials, economists said.

Top officials of the energy division told transport association leaders
on Monday that the Bangladesh Petroleum Corporation (BPC) has been
losing Tk 100.18 crore on average every day in June because of volatile
prices in the international market.

There is no alternative to raising fuel prices, the officials told the
meeting at the Biddyut Bhaban.

The BPC officials presented the possible effect on transport costs if
fuel prices were raised by Tk 10 or Tk 20 or Tk 30. The estimation was
based on what officials said were the effects of last November’s diesel

Prime Minister
Sheikh Hasina
yesterday ordered
the ministry
concerned not
to construct any
new roads in the
country’s haor
areas.

She gave the instruction during a
meeting of the Executive Committee of
the National Economic Council (Ecnec),

£F

SEE PAGE 2 COL 1 SEE PAGE 2 COL 6 SEE PAGE 6 COL 5 SEE PAGE 7 COL1
A A WA AR
UWTED CORMERCAAL
c BT s luce @
AT
s i a® ol oy ey e o8 e g e o TN e e - T |

O W PR g WS § e gy e wiay W

T e

Wieerree T B e AR AT CTETE e, MeadfEE vioeew o P elfoes TR E Aol
R WY W T W A TR W
mmmm'ﬁﬂmmnmwwﬂg T ANE TN TR ﬂﬁ‘i’l T T YRR
o o]

4 ST T A P wm e e o, W e wels e remeen g s amier P, oxfaw an g

it T e S wR ST, Ry 1T T SRR AT S | (A
dﬂa%mwﬂhmumﬁﬂm:ﬂmw;uqmﬁmﬁfmmmﬂhﬂ

m'-ﬂrmrrn‘!'fw#m W o e wleslt o wwiv vt w38 wh o oret T o

SRR HY AN
= T

mmﬁ%{:m < WP BTN WRTOV SR AT AT AT E e ewrrre wreeTs T

Farawm Wy o

3. ONTEE ph-a0 Ny Fretreoe R whr eemo Y s feen yomsie aciiospen” e e et Soaet oren
P TR SATEETY 4 I ATwT S (R AT R LT ITaT ST owcn = A v
g, Al wree araeE, veer & eeruiiw Bive o s sy

3 e wiseewir e, wrn e B amfae efite o fiame ey goee FMenffon mhe seaow apo B
NP S W WETEN 3 noc O iy Bete ovewt

a, JReRhew el STORT 4 (S 2 THYHE MR T8 TR = TS =i <1 [0 oFF § )
‘grew il oErece wites s ares wiERE wrs fom s syt wew feartmener 1R e
s At ey ey swy aef

F, YRR e WHTTOER | ETeE ot T elie Sui o) gouTe Setilios ewy aw e kel s

orawr am rrene s wilft Seered afe wr FfEe afem @l | daca ) s o e 2 -

e b W s s o fewlom Fafvr afise, wefvw foves wetier s oo, o550 e

AW A 1SR Porchn-sncipl Comncilior [N slamis @RI 04T T98F WIS 09 ATY W=ThE

o e ] ] i _'

1 Freiilfions wea-le . ffiwm e sew Bosrer 2oak e I gy eniEe g s e en
Frwifiy = 3w muvﬁrlﬁmrﬂimmm arem it w7 e wee ) o
TS T T TR | ﬂﬂﬁl.:"ﬂ':'ﬁm ok 40 TR ATERN oRTE TRE WA 4T

e B e e 'J':'I npater Assirod Leaming, Compaier Assiied bsiruction *Eetie sae =
e e = o fen wfees T ey Tl e B A et

%, ArFrEl Wi, (OSSN T, SEhw ST, e s @ auEgls e e ffEs
sfreit Sime et STEIT e OET Sl et o e [ate s ieoere Boint Tigety Teoeiny s
rﬁﬂmmmnmn WA W T & TR T W

ait, AR A9 0 e R e IR Flf':'ﬂ T #1E AN= WA, =] WA s (3T
e [PETRE TATA  SEa . CTeR Y W wTRETT i W ST e e

an N lf" ==

ST BT TR W YT SfEaene woEry aoia-s e wrw i s e an awdll

“ETIIRE AR NTT S e agA seeepey el widtes wan wpamoy weEt meer e v e

o EFE e Wi Prer ewogi e ofe syrele wrlicn Bope sy o1 of, Tkl whioes [=eice atitver] e

feme sy =fedw o e ael mewfiwsy apaa-re W onpne ol ol aarwity v P
Fewres S Ag9TE weee F1T, A3 e falhs Brme o ey g

T e aet T S

WS NEHE Wil @ TR NEE ATE HEE 8 WOWIT
ol LTl s )

-ﬁ'.':.H E'-I?Il'll i.'l'T-E_-\'.=|i-I,I"I'|'"I|I1_ | b e L |

T bbra-3-HIca2 UM 3ok Y

WTFNF: www campehd oy

YEARS OF
UNITED
HAPPINESS

&t LACE wae bellewe gipszege egnd recosgnitian iz anly
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gerve, ralher we stay beside vou 10 epsuna all
negds are met, and proeperity, swags guaraniesd
After all, mited we achiave,

r

\'1--—!

i U cbocom. bid




