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Small trucks are being loaded with motorbikes and covered to be carried across the river via the Padma Bridge yesterday. The bridge 
authorities said bikes can only be transported this way. Riders were not allowed to be on their vehicles. PHOTO: SAJJAD HOSSAIN

SECOND EDITION

An appeal 
to our 
readers
We recall with a 
tremendous sense 
of pride and respect 
how our readers 
have stood by us 
in all the crises we 
faced throughout 
our three-decade 
journey starting 
in 1991. Without 
your unshakeable 
faith and continued 
support, we could not 
have overcome the 
challenges that we 
faced.

You may already 
know that we have 
been operating 
under tremendous 
financial burden 
caused by a steady 
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Fuel prices may go 
up by at least Tk 10

ASIFUR RAHMAN

The government is bent on raising fuel prices by Tk 10-30 each litre, 
despite vehement opposition from consumer rights groups and experts.

At a time when people are struggling with inflation, such a move will 
surely make transport costlier which in turn will cause another spell of 
price hike of essentials, economists said.

Top officials of the energy division told transport association leaders 
on Monday that the Bangladesh Petroleum Corporation (BPC) has been 
losing Tk 100.18 crore on average every day in June because of volatile 
prices in the international market.

There is no alternative to raising fuel prices, the officials told the 
meeting at the Biddyut Bhaban. 

The BPC officials presented the possible effect on transport costs if 
fuel prices were raised by Tk 10 or Tk 20 or Tk 30. The estimation was  
based on what officials said were the effects of last November’s diesel 
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KILLING OF TEACHER

Three days on,  
police yet to 
arrest culprit
AKLAKUR RAHMAN AKASH and  

AHMED HUMAYUN KABIR TOPU

A student who assaulted a teacher with a 
cricket stump was yet to be arrested more 
than three days after the attack and a day 
after the teacher’s death.

The victim’s family members yesterday 
said the father of the 15-year-oldassailant 
is a “rich person” and could be trying to 
use his influence to protect his son.

As of 2:30pm yesterday, police had 
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Build no new 
roads in haor 
areas: PM
STAR REPORT

Prime Minister 
Sheikh Hasina 
yesterday ordered 
the ministry 
concerned not 
to construct any 
new roads in the 
country’s haor 
areas.

She gave the instruction during a 
meeting of the Executive Committee of 
the National Economic Council (Ecnec), 
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The JP, the BNP 
and the JSD are 
against the use 
of EVMs in the 

next polls, while 
12 parties are 

doubtful about 
it and seven have 

not taken any 
clear stance.

Opposition to 
EVM hardens

MOHIUDDIN ALAMGIR and PARTHA PRATIM 

BHATTACHARJEE

With the next parliamentary election a year and a half 
away, major political parties, except for the ruling Awami 
League, are toughening their stance against the use of 
Electronic Voting Machines in the polls.

The Jatiya Party (Ershad), an electoral ally of the AL, 
and the Jatiya Samajtantrik Dal (JSD), a component of 
the AL-led 14 party alliance, have already conveyed to the 
Election Commission their reservations about the EVM. 

The BNP and its allies have long been opposing the 
use of EVMs in polls, saying the devices would allow the 
ruling party to “steal votes”.

The EVM issue came into discussion after Prime 
Minister Sheikh Hasina said EVMs would be used in all 
300 constituencies in the 
12th national election.

Hasina, president of the 
ruling AL, made the comment 
at a meeting of the AL 
Central Working Committee, 
the party’s highest decision-
making body, on May 7.

Opposition to the use of 
EVM in polls got louder after 
a chaotic scene unfolded 
during the last-minute 
announcement of unofficial 
results in the June 16 Cumilla 
City Corporation polls.

Against this backdrop, the EC initiated views-
exchange meetings with all 39 registered political parties 
to earn their trust and clear confusion over EVM.

But the initiative suffered a huge blow as the BNP 
and 10 other parties skipped the talks that concluded 
yesterday. Five of the parties, including the BNP, are 
against the use of EVM in the next general election.

The JP, the main opposition in the parliament, and 
the JSD have also taken position against use of EVMs in 
the next polls.

Setting a condition for using EVM, JSD, however, said 
EVM can be used only after it becomes popular among 
voters through its use in local government elections.

The AL and its three allies support the use of EVM in 
the next election.

Twelve political parties, however, are doubtful about the 
use of EVM and seven have not taken any clear stance.
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