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Shafiur
Rahman’s
death anniv

CITY DESK

Today is the
11th death
anniversary
of Shafiur
Rahman,

a pioneer
of the
movement for promotion
of classical music in the
country, said a press
release.

He was the founding
general secretary of the
“Shuddha Sangeet Proshar
Goshthi”.

Rahman dedicated his
life to the cause of classical
music.

Allow all
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Bangladesh since 2018 due
to leave later this month.

Four years ago, similar
efforts were suspended over
allegations of malpractice
in the recruitment process
for Bangladeshi migrants,
many of whom were hired
for low wages in menial
but strenuous jobs on
plantations, construction
sites and other sectors of
Malaysia’s economy.

This time around, the
Malaysian government
will select the recruiting
agency from Bangladesh,
which will be involved in

the process, said Imran
Ahmed, minister of
expatriates’ welfare and

overseas employment.

Late last year, Malaysia
signed a memorandum
of understanding with

Bangladesh  to  recruit
workers (o overcome
a nationwide labour

shortage. On December 10,
2021, the Malaysian cabinet
decided to reopen the
recruitment of Bangladeshi
workers in several sectors.

Explore alternative power

FROM PAGE 3
Former DU professor of
Geology Badrul Imam

said the recent technical
faultier in Bibiyana gas field
showed the wunsheathed
situation of the country’s
gas sector.

“Four or five wells of the
field remained shut down
for some days and the
crisis was felt all across the
country. Over 50 percent
of gas came from Bibiyana.
We need to explore more
gas fields,” he said.

He said in the last 25
years only 25-26 wells were
drilled while there are huge
prospects for gas and oil
in the country as it is the
biggest delta in the world.

“Mostly  the private
companies import
furnace oil. They charged

the Bangladesh Power
Development Board Tk
92 per litre, while per
litre oil costs Tk 72-74 if
the government imports
the furnace oil through
state-owned  Bangladesh
Petroleum  Corporation,”
said Prof Shamsul Alam,
senior vice president of
Consumers Association of
Bangladesh.

“The government could
save Tk 8,100 crore in a
year if they import oil by
BPC,” he added.

Power Cell Director
General Mohammad
Hossain, who was the
special guest of the

dialogue, said the capacity
charge is nothing but the
cost of the investment.
“When a private owner
builds a power plant

and Bangladesh Power
Development Board (BPDB)
is the single buyer, it has to
pay a demurrage if unable
to buy electricity from the
plant,” he said.

Prof M Tamim and

Imran Karim, president
of the Bangladesh
Independent Power
Producers Association

(BIPPA), echoed the Power
Cell DG.

They also claimed that
there is no overcapacity in
the country. Though the
government mentioned the
capacity being over 25,000
MW, the actual capacity is
16,000 MW.

The dialogue was
chaired by CPD executive
director  Dr  Fahmida
Khatun.

Another step towards justice

FROM PAGE 5
a hearing on the appeal
at its convenient time,
Advocate Bodrun Nahar
told this correspondent.
On June 15 - in an
instance that left the judges
and lawyers present in the
courtroom astonished
- the teenager, along
with her mother directly
appeared before the bench
of Justice Jahangir Hossain
Selim and Justice Shahed
Nuruddin and sought

justice.

“Sir, I have been raped.
We are very poor. We have
no money for moving the
case. I want justice from
you,” were her exact words.

The lower court
concerned in Nilphamari
earlier  acquitted  the

accused in the case.

When Justice Jahangir
Hossain Selim, presiding
judge on the bench, asked
her about the incident,
she replied that she was a

15-year-old who was raped
by a BGB member and she
came to seek justice with
her mother.

She was able to place all
the necessary documents
before the judges. When the
bench asked if any panel
lawyer from the SCLAC was
present in the courtroom
to represent the 15-year-
old, lawyer Bodrun Nahar
stepped up to provide her
with the legal assistance
required.

Acquire scientific knowledge

FROM PAGE 3

The premier joined the
programme virtually from
her official residence Gono
Bhaban.

She mentioned that
the government has given
immense importance (0
research on science, health,
livestock, agriculture and
other fields.

She asked the youths
to devote themselves to

building the country as a
developed and prosperous
“Sonar Bangla”.

Hasina called for
recognising talentedyouths
of the country, to utilise
their talents and creativity
in the development of the
country.

She mentioned that
children of the country are
the most brilliant students
in the world.
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Wid. Abu Hena Mosiota Zamal
Dapuly Ganaral Maragar

Following the footprint
of  Bangabandhu, her
government put the highest
importance to education as
it is a must in building a
poverty- and hunger-free
country, she said.

On behalf of the prime
minister, Education
Minister Dipu Moni
handed over awards among
the 15 winners at national
and divisional levels.

Dhaka-Toronto
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Dhaka airport after flying
for around 16 hours.
Boeing 787-9
Dreamliner will be used on
the Dhaka-Toronto route.
Biman earlier flip-
{lopped over finalising the
stopover for the Dhaka
Toronto flight that showed
the national flag carrier’s
unprofessionalism and
lack of efficiency, aviation
experts said.

Shihab
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Police filed an unnatural
death case with Tangail
Sadar Police Station.

Meanwhile, people
continued to demonstrate
demanding  punishment
for the killers.

Yesterday, students and
teachers staged a human
chain in front of the Raju
Memorial Sculpture in
Dhaka, seeking proper

investigation and arrest of

the perpetrators.

Earlier, the victim’s
parents, relatives and locals
held protests in Tangail.

Allow Alal
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the immigration officials’
action creating hindrance
to Alal’s travel to India on
June 12 for treatment.
Alal’'s lawyer
Muhammad Tajul Islam
told The Daily Star that the
immigration officials that
day sent his client back
home from the airport
office without any reason.

Steps taken to
make rivers
navigable

Says LGRD minister

UNB, Dhaka

LGRD Minister Md Tazul
Islam yesterday said the
government has taken
steps to develop the rivers
around Dhaka so more
passenger boats can
operate to ease traffic.
“The bridges over rivers
around Dhaka are not high
enough to allow vessel
movement. Already the
authorities have identified
some bridges and
directives have been given
to demolish those and
make the rivers suitable for
navigation,” he said.
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Financial institutions

FROM PAGE 3

proposed budget for 2022-
28 fiscal. He questioned
how PK Haldar looted
thousands of crores of taka
and went abroad.

“It didn’t happen in a
day. PK Haldar has traveled
abroad 133 times with his
six girlfriends,” he said.

The Jatiya Party MP
complained that in the
name of “Gono Tadanto

[People’s Inquiry]
Commission”, which had
no base, a 2,200-page

inquiry report was given to
save such looters.

The People’s Inquiry
Commission in May
submitted a “whitepaper”
on Fundamentalist and
Communal Violence
[00) Anti-Corruption
Commission for taking

actions against 116 religious
leaders and Islamic orators
say ing they are engaged

in  money laundering
and militant financing
alongside spreading

communal hatred.

In his speech, Rashid
supported the proposal to
bring back the siphoned
money through paying
taxes, although it is not
ethical.

He proposed to set the
tax at 12 percent tax instead
of 7 on the condition that
the persons will have to
invest the money in the
country.

Criticising the finance
minister, the JP MP said
the minister is favouring
the rich section of people
while preparing budget for
the 2022-23 fiscal.

HC to hear rules to find

FROM PAGE 3

The then HC bench of
Justice Quazi Reza-
Ul Hoque and Justice
Mohammad Ullah had
issued the rule on suomuto
move following media
reports, citing a Canadian
court’s decision to acquit
all the three accused of
corruption conspiracy.

The World Bank,
the main financier of
the project, raised the
allegation in 2011 and
eventually withdrew
from the project. Later,
Canadian police sued some
top officials of SNC-Lavalin,

Polls will be

FROM PAGE 5

choose their leaders and
holding a credible election
is the job of the EC and the
entire society.

The incumbent election
commission  took  the
office on February 27 and
started holding a series of
talks with political parties
soliciting their opinions
about how a free and fair
election can be held.

Under the constitutional
provision introduced in
2011, a national election
must be held within 90 days
before the five-year term
of the current parliament
expires.

The Election
Commission has to conduct
the general elections any
day November 1, 2023, to
maintain that.

Private
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little  scope for free
movement on the hospital
premises due to these
vehicles, said Marufa
Akter, who came to visit
the Dental Department’s
outdoor.

Contacted, Dr
Wayezuddin Farazi, deputy
director of MMCH, said
they've already started
taking action against the
ambulances.

“Hopefully, the issue will
be resolved soon.”

BRRI Dhan-81

FROM PAGE 5

that decision,” he said.
“I choose this variety as
officials were repeatedly
telling me about this.”

“I don’t believe the
temperature rise is the
reason for this damage
since high temperature is
common in this region,”
said Robiul.

He alleged there might
be some foul play involved
with the seed.

In ecight districts of
the Rajshahi division,
around 2,05,593 tonnes
of BRRI Dhan-81 have
been produced on 54,877
hectares of land this year.

Last year, the cultivation
and production were (wo
times less.

Some 96,507 tonnes of
paddy were produced on
20,356 hectares of land
with a vyield rate of 4.74
tonnes per hectare.

Contacted, Khyer Uddin
Mollah, acting additional
director Rajshahi regional
DAE, said this was the first
time the paddy variety
witnessed such damage.

“Farmers shouldn’t be
worried as this year’s case
is a separate incident,” he
said. He claimed that no
foul play occurred with the
seeds.

a Canadian construction
firm. The cabinet secretary,
secretaries to the home

and communications
ministries, the Anti-
Corruption  Commission

chairman and the inspector
general of police were made
respondents to the HC rule.

The HC bench had
also ordered the cabinet
secretary (o submit a
report to it within 30 days
on the steps taken in line
with the rule.

DAG AKM Amin Uddin
Manik told The Daily
Star vyesterday that the

some initiatives for
formation of an inquiry
committee in line with the
HC rule. “We will inform
the HC bench about the
initiatives during hearing
of the rule,” he added.

DAG Manik said the
government  has  not
instructed him to place
the rule before the HC for
its hearing. “I thought that
the rule should be heard
and disposed of as it has
been pending for long
five years,” he said, adding
that he informed Attorney
General AM Amin Uddin

Appeal
for help

OUR CORRESPONDENT,
Dinajpur

—

Mir Abdul
Hannan,
a former
managing
director
of Bapex
and an
incumbent top-level officer
of Petrobangla, is battling
for life with serious illness
in India.

The general manager
of Petrobangla needs
liver transplantation and
his treatment has almost
halted for want of money.

His daughter Dr
Jannatul Ferdous told
The Daily Star over phone
from Chennai that they
took him to Delhi for
liver transplantation in
January.

Petrobangla officials
also provided monetary
support for his treatment.

Amid the situation, he
suffered a stroke and had
been in ICU at a hospital
for more than two months.
His treatment is going on
at a Chennai hospital.

Jannatul said they
still need Tk 70 lakh for
the liver transplantation,
which they cannot afford.

The family is seeking
financial support amid the
crisis. Aid can be sent to
A/C No-0190062704811,
Nusrat Jahan Prova,
Karwan Bazar Branch, IFIC
Bank Limited; bKash No

[

government had taken the matter. +8801778619115.
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