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employment pulled a new 
group into poverty. But 
the statistics are quite 
old, which leads to a lack 
of information. So, the 
people creating the budget 
struggle with proper 
allocation.

The budget for security 
and education has 
decreased, and allocation 
for the health sector is not 
enough for the current 
scenario, Titumir added.

Planning Minister MA 
Mannan said the mass 
people are less interested 
in governance; all they 
want is quality living 
standards. “The road to 
proper governance is a 
long process, but we have 
to understand what the 
masses want in the first 
place.”

The proposed budget 
might have a lot of 
shortcomings, but it is just 
a draft, and with all the 
suggestions and criticism, 
it will be discussed in the 
parliament and made into 
a proper budget, said the 
minister.

Former minister 
Amir Khasru Mahmud 
Chowdhury said if a 
budget does not represent 
the people as it should, 
there is a lack of scope for 
discussion. 

He emphasised that 
politicisation is taking 
over the economy, which 
is one of the symbols of an 
authoritarian government. 

Besides, most investment 
should be on education, 
health and social safety 
nets.

The main strength of 
the nation’s economy are 
small and medium-sized 
enterprises, which do not 
get proper policy attention. 
Inequality is rising 
when the government is 
patronising its own people 
for political interest, he 
added.

Practical learning should 
be prioritised rather than 
getting certificates from 
educational institutes, and 
investment for employment 
must be increased, said 
Mir Nasir Hossain, former 
president of Federation of 
Bangladesh Chamber of 
Commerce and Industry.

Mir Nasir also talked 
about how different sorts 
of tax laws have made 
running businesses 
difficult and suggested to 
reform NBR.

Parvez Karim Abbasi, 
assistant professor of 
East West University’s 
economics department, 
said if the budget is 
implemented, it will put 
financial pressure on the 
middle and lower-middle 
classes.

As global inflation is 
increasing, commodity 
prices are also going up. 
However, reduction of 
global prices does not 
decrease local prices, he 
said.
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don’t know whether such 
an incident happened.

Police and locals said 
Rahul Dev Roy, an 11th-
grader of Mirzapur United 
Degree College in Narail 
Sadar upazila made the 
post on June 17. The next 
morning, Rahul’s college 
mates asked him to delete 
it, which Rahul denied.

Later, the agitating 
students demanded 
punishment for Rahul. 
Acting principal Swapon 
Kumar kept Rahul in his 
room and informed police. 
Rahul’s father Babul Dev 
Roy from Arpara village 
also rushed to the college.

By this time, several 
hundreds of agitating 
locals went to the college 
premises and alleged that 
the teacher, Swapon, was 

trying to protect Rahul.
Moments later, police 

rushed to the spot and 
tried to bring Rahul to the 
police station. 

At one stage, locals 
clashed with police leaving 
10 injured. Police lobbed 
tear canisters, said locals.

While police were taking 
Rahul, Babul and Swapon 
to the station, people 
intercepted and put the 
garlands around the neck 
of Rahul and Swapon.

After the incident, Md 
Faruk, a local madrasa 
teacher, filed a case under 
Digital Security Act against 
Rahul, said Mohammad 
Shawkat Kabir, OC of 
Narail Sadar Police Station.

Police had kept the 
student arrested. But the 
father and college teacher 
were released later.
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In Sylhet, a mother and 
her child were killed, 
while three people were 
injured, after a truck and 
auto-rickshaw collided on 
Sylhet-Bholaganj highway 
in Companiganj upazila 
around 6:00am yesterday.  

The deceased are 
Hanufa Begum (40) and 
her son Emraj Mia (4) of the 
upazila.

The truck driver and 
assistant fled the spot.

Locals rescued the 
injured and took them 
to Sylhet MAG Osmani 

Medical College Hospital, 
where the two succumbed 
to their injuries. 

In Joypurhat, Joni 
Roy (25) of Akkelpur 
municipality died at a 
Bogura hospital yesterday, 
after his motorbike collided 
with another bike on 
Thursday.

After the collision, locals 
took the two bikers to 
Akkelpur Upazila Health 
Complex and then to 
Bogura’s Shaheed Ziaur 
Rahman Medical College 
Hospital.
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super, who will submit an 
investigation report to the 
court.”

When asked about the 
allegations, SI Mahbub 
Hasan said, “Hanzala is 
a drug addict. We seized 
his motorcycle for lacking 
necessary documents.”

Contacted, OC Mizanur 
said, “You should look into 

Hanzala’s previous records. 
It rests with the court’s 
decision now, hence I will 
not be making further 
comments.”

Asked, Ali Haider 
Chowdhury, additional 
superintendent of police 
(Bogura), said, “I don’t 
know about the case yet 
but I will get the details 
from the court.”
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