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at under-construction 
buildings is abundant 
this time around. The 
scenario came to light after 
DGHS conducted a pre-
monsoon survey between 
March 23 and April 4. The 

survey found three Dhaka 
South City Corporation 
wards to be at “high risk” 
and 10 at “medium risk” 
of an outbreak. Nine 
wards in Dhaka North 
City Corporation are at 
“medium risk”.

Tortured while on
FROM PAGE 3

members from the released 
victims. 

CTTC identified them 
as Shehab Uddin, the 
ringleader and accused in at 
least two other trafficking 
cases in Bangladesh; Sofiq, 
in charge of the financial 
transactions; and Sharif, 
Jahangir and Nahid.

Shehab was in-charge 
of the communication and 
illegal trafficking of people 
to Iran or Europe.

ADC Tohidul said these 
suspects are currently 
hiding in Iraq. “We would 
seek Interpol assistance to 
take action against them,” 
he added.

M e a n w h i l e , 
interrogating the two 
arrestees -- Imran and 
Alamgir -- CTTC officials 
collected details of 
some bank accounts in 
Bangladesh, where ransoms 
used to be deposited. 

“We are currently 
verifying the account 
holders’ connection with 
the suspects,” said ADC 
Tohidul. 

“We may be able to get 
more details following the 
arrest of Shehab,” he added. 

VICTIM’S ACCOUNTS 

The syndicate’s recently-
released victim Sher Ali 
shared his experience 
of captivity with this 
correspondent. 

Sher Ali has been staying 
in Iraq for the last five 
years. He met Nahid some 
12 to 14 days ago before the 
incident. 

Nahid invited him to his 
place, came to pick him up 

with a taxi and brought him 
to a two-storey building in 
Baghdad’s Hay Jama area. 

Nahid asked Sher Ali 
to freshen up and then 
took him to a room on the 
building’s ground floor.

To his utmost surprise, 
he discovered five people 
on the floor, with their 
arms and legs all tied up. 
He was still dealing with 
the shock when three 
people came from behind 
and tied him up as well. 

Then the torture began. 
He was physically tortured 
the entire day. At one point, 
they started recording the 
ordeal. 

The video was sent 
to Sher Ali’s family and 
asked for a ransom of Tk 1 
lakh to an MFS account in 
Bangladesh. 

Once his family 
deposited the money, the 
attackers, on the next day, 
asked for another Tk 2 lakh. 
“This time, they tortured 
me while on a video call 
with my family,” he said. 

Through the process, the 
attackers collected around 
Tk 4 lakh from Sher Ali’s 
family, he shared, recalling 
his terrifying experiences. 

The two other victims 
-- Apel Ali and Mazlu-ar-
Rahman -- shared similar 
stories. 

“We have information 
that some of these victims’ 
families have paid up to Tk 
seven lakh to the syndicate 
members. We may be 
able to say clearly after 
collecting the full details,” 
said ADC Tohidul.  

Redress it right away: speakers
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is 12.01 percent of the total 
national budget and only 
1.8 percent of the country’s 
GDP. Unicef Bangladesh’s 
Chief of Education Deepa 
Sankar said Bangladesh 
has achieved tremendous 
progress in education 
despite seeing a relatively 
low allocation.

“If the government 
invests more in education, 
the country could become 
the next “knowledge 
economy”,” she added.

Addressing the event as 
chief guest, Deputy Minister 
for Education Mohibul 
Hassan Chowdhury said 
the country’s education 

budget is sufficient.
What needs to be 

done is spending and 
implementing the budget 
effectively, he said.

Responding to other 
discussants, the deputy 
minister said, “We have 
already improved our 
physical infrastructures. 
What we need is a 
structural and qualitative 
change in education. To 
achieve the best outcome, 
we should think and 
discuss more on human 
capacity building than 
increasing the budget.”

For that, he emphasised 
arranging more training 
programmes for teachers 

and ensuring that they are 
getting better at their job. 

Responding to a 
question, Aminul Islam 
Khan, senior secretary 
of Primary and Mass 
Education Ministry, 
said at present, they are 
conducting a feasibility 
study supported by the 
World Food Programme to 
resume mid-day meals at 
schools.

Students, teachers, 
guardians, journalists, 
researchers and 
development activists also 
spoke at the programme, 
demanding an increase in 
the budget allocation for 
education. 

5 lakh expats
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Ahmad highlighted the 
various steps taken by 
the Bangladesh missions 
concerned to ensure safety 
of female workers abroad.

Replying to a question 
of AL MP Ali Azam, Food 
Minister Sadhan Chandra 
Majumder said there is no 
shortage of food grains 
in the country, as per the 
demand.

In reply to a question of 
AL MP Abul Kalam Azad, 
Commerce Minister Tipu 
Munshi told the House 
that the government 
has identified and taken 
actions against those who 

tried to create a volatile 
environment in the market 
by stockpiling soybean oil 
recently.

The minister said the 
market monitoring team, 
led by the commerce 
ministry, and the National 
Consumer Rights 
Protection Department 
has already fined the 
perpetrators. “Fines have 
been realised from the 
persons responsible by 
operating mobile courts 
run by the district and 
upazila administrations. In 
addition, regular cases are 
being filed against them,” 
Munshi said.

My boy
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They alleged that the school 
authorities tortured Shihab 
that led to the death. The 
protesters said legal steps 
must be taken against the 
school authorities as well 
as those responsible for 
Shihab’s death.

They warned that 
tougher movement will be 
launched if their demands 
are not met by Sunday.

Amid the rally, Shihab’s 
bereaved parents, sister 
and other relatives from 
Berbari village in Sakhipur 
upazila could not bear the 
pain and started crying.

“My boy was killed. I 
want justice,” said Shihab’s 
father.

Mir Moshraf Hossain, 
officer-in-charge of Tangail 
Sadar Police Station, said 
an unnatural death case 
was filed with over Shihab’s 
death. “Further necessary 
legal measures will be taken 
after getting the autopsy 
report.” 

The school authorities 
were not available for 
comments.

The Daily Star could 
not verify the incident 
independently.

Living amidst
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office (Sylhet division), said 
at this time of the flood, 
there would be various 
diseases due to floating 
garbage in the water.

“At the same time, 
a lack of pure drinking 
water causes water-
borne diseases including 
diarrhoea, cholera, and 
diarrhoea. We have 
prepared a medical team at 
the union level to deal with 
that,” he added. 

No new train
FROM PAGE 5

Dhaka but BR can’t able 
to add new trains due 
to engine crisis,” said 
Mohammed Nazmul Islam, 
chief commercial manager 
of BR Eastern Region.

According to the 
Chattogram Port 
Authorities (CPA), 
container handling is 
increasing at an average 
rate of about 12 percent per 
year. But due to the train 
crisis, often containers 
have become entangled in 
the yard of CPA.

Kudrot-E-Khuda, CPA 
terminal manager, said 
more trains are needed for 
transporting containers 
on this route which would 
speed up the country’s 
import-export scene, due 
to its affordability. But 
BR has not added new 
container trains in the last 
three decades.

“Transporting goods 
by road is expensive and 
unsafe. If the BR increases 
the number of container 
trains, businessmen would 
benefit and the pressure 
on the highways will 
decrease,” said Md Nurun 
Newaz Salim, director of 
Federation of Bangladesh 
Chambers of Commerce 
and Industry. 

Jahangir Hossain, 
general manager of BR 
Eastern Region, said they 
have verbally informed 
the railway ministry about 
launching new trains on 
this route. 

“However, we think it’s 
not feasible unless and until 
new coaches are imported 
from abroad,” he said.

Unsafe in sanctuary
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Ecofish Bangladesh 
Project-2 officials said in 
2020, 6,825 maunds of 
pangas fry were caught 
in Patuakhali district and 
around 9,390 maunds in 
2021. In the current season, 
from December to March, 
11,340 maunds of pangas 
fry have been caught.

Sagarika Smriti, an 

associate researcher of the 
project, similar measures 
like protecting hilsa should 
be taken to save native 
species of fish.

Contacted, District 
Fisheries Officer Mollah 
Emdadullah said they have 
started a campaign to 
seize these illegal nets and 
increase their vigilance to 
protect the pangas fry.

Residents
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Asked why card holders 
were not notified, he said 
the district administration 
has asked all local dealers 
to inform the matter to 
card holders.

Asked if there is a 
shortage, Jamal Uddin 
Ahmed, regional chief of 
TCB Chattogram, said, “We 
only supply products as per 
demand… We have enough 
products… There is no 
shortage.”

Contacted, Khaled 
Mahmud, member 
secretary of TCB’s product 
packaging and distribution 
monitoring committee 
and secretary of CCC, said, 
“We are now packaging 
products... Sales will start 
on June 26.”
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With large aluminium pots in hand, a fisher family gets busy in the mud to 
catch fish from the shallows. After a few hours of work, they managed to 
get plenty of them to sell in the local markets. This picture was taken from 
Khulna’s Nabinagar area yesterday. PHOTO: HABIBUR RAHMAN


