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Govt working to 
restore telecom 
service in flood-
hit areas
UNB, Dhaka

The government is working to restore the 
telecommunication network in the flood-
affected areas of the northeastern districts.

A total of 1,255 sites of Grameenphone, Robi, 
Banglalink, and Teletalk have been reactivated 
out of 2,008 damaged sites due to flood water. 
Works are underway to activate the rest 753 
affected sites, said a press release of the Post 
and Telecommunication Ministry yesterday.

Bangladesh Satellite Company Limited has 
been working to set up 42 VSAT (Very Small 
Aperture Terminal) under its own management 
and army through Bangabandhu Satellite to 
restore telecommunication systems, including 
the internet in the flood-affected districts.

Army has already installed six VSAT hubs 
at Sylhet High-Tech Park, Sunamganj deputy 
commissioner’s office, Sunamganj circuit 
house office, Gobindaganj, Duara Bazar, and 
Dirai. Two more VSAT hub installations will 
be completed on Wednesday in Jaintapur and 
Gowainghat upazilas.

Bangladesh Satellite Company Limited 
has set up VSAT at various places in Sylhet, 
Sunamganj, and Netrakona.

BR launches
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BR will operate six 
special trains for different 
destinations from three 
days ahead of Eid and on 
Eid day. 

This time, tickets would 
be sold from seven stops in 
the capital and Gazipur.

Their tactic: inhumane
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pushing them off the 
roof after not getting the 
ransom money from their 
family members. However, 
the official investigating 
the case said they are yet to 
verify the claim.
FIVE MILLION IN 

RANSOM PER MONTH

Investigators found over Tk 
7 lakh has been collected by 
arrestee Imran alone in the 
last one month, according 
to some bank documents 
and MFS transaction 
history seized from him.

Investigators have also 
managed to identify four 
others involved with the 
syndicate, named Bablu, 
Jehad, Foysal and Maruf.

Through the 
information provided 
by the rescued victims, 
investigators claimed that 
the amount collected 
as ransom by the entire 
syndicate in the last month 
amounts to Tk 5 million.

However, the real 
amount is much higher 
as the syndicate has a 
connection and members 
in all the districts of the 
country, said a CTTC high 
official involved with the 
investigation.

“They are also involved 
in human trafficking. They 
used to send people to Iran, 
Turkey and Greece by illegal 
means,” said the official, 
requesting anonymity.

“We have collected 
some names and 
information regarding the 
syndicate’s activities in 
Gaibandha, Brahmanbaria, 
Chattogram, Narayanganj, 
Chandpur and Munshiganj, 
which we are currently 
analysing,” he said.

Sources said in 2012, 
Imran went to Qatar 
and then came back to 
Bangladesh after seven 
years. The other members 
of the syndicate are his 
close relatives.

Shehab Uddin, one of 
the masterminds of the 
syndicate, went to Iraq 
in July last year and now 
leading the illegal activities.

The investigators did 
not disclose the names of 
other syndicate members 
as the investigation is still 
ongoing.

“We have also been 
tipped that some Pakistani 
and Iraqi nationals are also 
involved with the syndicate. 
We are trying to verify the 
information,” said another 

official of the CTTC unit, 
requesting anonymity.

The official said the 
syndicate confines people 
at a place located just 
30 minutes away from 
Baghdad’s centre. “It would 
be possible to run these 
activities in such a locality 
without involving locals,” 
the officer added.

BCC, WDB
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WDB join hands and 
work together.” Echoing 
him, Shah Sajeda, 
convener of Sachetan 
Nagorik Committee, said 
it is unfortunate that 
conflict between the two 
organisations has held the 
re-excavation work.

Syed Farooq Ahmed, 
chief executive officer of 
BCC, said WDB should 
have talked to them before 
taking such projects in the 
BCC area.

In this regard, WDB 
executive engineer said 
they took the project as part 
of a mega project WDB is 
implementing countrywide 
to re-excavate canals. The 
Tk 7 crore project is a very 
small part of the BCC’s 
overall project, he said. 
“It can be coordinated, 
hopefully we would be able 
to start the project soon,” 
he added.

AL’s 73rd
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protocols. The delegation 
will include ALCWC 
members Iqbal Hossain 
Apu and Syed Abdul Awal 
Shamim. A discussion will 
be held at the party’s central 
office on the capital’s 
Bangabandhu Avenue at 
10:30am. AL President 
and Prime Minister Sheikh 
Hasina will virtually chair 
the discussion from Gono 
Bhaban.

AL General Secretary 
and Road Transport and 
Bridges Minister Obaidul 
Quader yesterday urged 
all to maintain health 
guidelines during the 
celebration.

Two sued, two sent
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accused Ful Miah (57) 
raped his neighbour, a 
speech-impaired teenage 
girl, on Tuesday afternoon 
when the victim was alone 
at her home. When her 
parents returned home in 
the evening, she shared the 
incident with them. Later 
at night, the victim’s father 
filed a rape case against 
Ful Miah with Ghoraghat 
Police Station.

Police arrested Ful Miah 
from Nurjahanpur village 
in the same upazila, said 
OC Mominul Islam.

Ful Miah was produced 
before the court yesterday, 
which sent him to jail.

The court sent another 
man to jail on charge 
of raping a homemaker 
around one and a half 
months ago.

The accused is Golbahar 
Sheikh (58), resident 
of Satpara in the same 
upazila. 

In the first week of May, 
he raped a homemaker, 
who was his neighbour. 
On May 9, the victim’s 
husband filed a rape case 
with Ghoraghat Police 
Station against Golbahar, 
who went into hiding.

Police arrested him on 
Tuesday and produced him 
before the court that sent 
him to jail.

Khulna city chokes
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times a day to attend school 
and coaching. And for this, 
she has to endure the dust 
pollution daily.

“Lack of repair has 
turned the road into a 
storehouse for dust and 
sand. The dust spreads 
all around the area when 
trucks and buses move on 
the road,” she said.

“Children are the main 
victims of the pollution,” 
she added.

Visiting different areas, 
including Rupsha Shipyard 
Road, Gallamary Moilapota 
Road, Sonadanga 
Natunrasta Road, BIDC 
Road, Abu Naser Bypass 
Road and Boyra Mostormor 
Bypass Road, it was seen 
that almost all big roads are 
in awful condition.

Two government 
hospitals, Khulna 
Medical College Hospital 
and Sheikh Abu Naser 
Specialized Hospital, are 
situated by Sonadanga 
Natunrasta Road, along 
with around 25 clinics. 

And so, hundreds of 
patients breathe air full 
of dust while visiting the 
facilities. 

Anisur Rahman, 
conservancy officer of KCC, 
said KCC has two modern 
road-sweeping trucks, 
which are equipped with 
water tanks for spraying 
roads.

But they are only used 
on special occasions, like 
state events, he said. “We 
generally do not use these 
machines at construction 
sites.”

Mustafa Saroar, head 
of urban and regional 
planning department 
at Khulna University 
of Engineering and 
Technology, said lack 
of coordination among 
utility-providing agencies 
add to the public’s woes. 
The agencies do not 
take people’s sufferings 
into account while 
implementing projects.

“On some occasions, 
the same roads are dug 
up several times. On top 
of that, the dug-up roads 
are left unattended for 

months,” he said.
Dr Mehedi Nawaz, vice 

principal of Khulna Medical 
College, said polluted air 
can cause conditions like 
asthma, bronchitis, chronic 
obstructive pulmonary 
disease and rhinitis.

Md Iqbal Hossain, 
director of Department of 
Environment, Khulna, said 
although the air index of 
Khulna is “moderate”, all 
service providers should 
take projects after proper 
consultation to reduce 
people’s sufferings.

“I will call all service 
providers to take necessary 
steps to prevent dust 
pollution,” he said.

Aminul Islam Munna, 
panel mayor-1 of KCC, said 
around 71 roads and drains 
are being repaired in 31 
wards of the city. 

“We know people are 
facing dust problem. We 
are trying to finish the 
works on time to reduce 
their suffering. However, 
some contractors leave 
construction materials on 
roads, which creates dust 
pollution. We will take 
action against them.”

Collective effort
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and urbanization are key 
reasons behind the spread 
of the dengue virus.

At least 27 dengue 
patients were hospitalised 
in different hospitals across 
the country in the last 24 
hours till 8:00am yesterday, 
showing an alarming trend 
of rising dengue cases.

The total number of 
dengue patients rose to 
835, according to the 
Directorate General of 

Health Services (DGHS).
Among the patients, 

113 are still undergoing 
treatment, of whom, five 
are from outside Dhaka.

A total of 721 patients 
so far have been released 
from hospitals and one has 
died so far. The dialogue 
was presided by DURA 
President Ruhul Amin, 
while Jayashree Bhadhury, 
acting general secretary 
of the organisation, 
moderated the programme.  

Fear of flood looms
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In other rivers, the water 
level was higher yesterday 
than the previous day, 
which might be a reason 
for concern.

Arifuzzaman Bhuyan, 
executive engineer of the 
centre, however, assured 
that even if the water rises, 
there is no possibility of 
crossing the danger level 
so far. 

At least in the next 
few days, the danger level 
will not be crossed, he 
predicted.

FLOOD THREAT IN LOW-

LYING AREAS

Residents of Dhaka’s lower 
parts are now fearing 
floods. According to them, 
this time it is raining a lot, 

and river water is rising.
Yesterday, in Beraid and 

Majhina of Rupganj, this 
correspondent saw that 
water had risen up to the 
stairs of Beraid Ghat. 

Hare Krishna, the 
leaseholder of the ghat, 
told The Daily Star that the 
water has been rising for 
the past one week.

Md Alal, a resident of 
Majhina, said, “In 2020, we 
witnessed flooded roads. 
We think we will run into 
a similar situation this 
year too, because the water 
level of Turag and Balu is 
increasing day by day.”

Meanwhile, in some 
low-lying areas, water 
accumulated on roads 
due to heavy rain is 

not receding. This is 
contributing to the rising 
water level of rivers as well 
as people’s sufferings.

Water is not receding 
in various areas, including 
Nardapara, Nagarbari, 
Chairmanbari, Puranpara, 
and Shah Kabir Mazar 
Road, as the drainage 
system is not operational. 

Regarding city 
c o r p o r a t i o n s ’ 
preparedness, Selim 
Reza, chief executive 
officer of Dhaka North 
City Corporation, told 
The Daily Star, “We have 
not yet received news 
of flooding. But we are 
prepared to drain water if 
it accumulates in low-lying 
areas.”

Publisher of excellence
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Emeritus Professor Dr 
MA Sattar Mandal, Dhaka 
University Prof Asif Nazrul, 
and many others spoke in 
the memorial programme.

The Daily Star Editor and 

Publisher Mahfuz Anam 
joined  the event virtually. 
In 1975, Ahmed started 
UPL. Under his leadership, 
it won the National Book 
Centre Award 16 times 
since 1981.
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