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Sri Lanka cabinet 
moves to clip 
president’s powers
AGENCIES

The Sri Lankan cabinet has approved constitutional 
reforms that will limit the powers of the president in 
a move aimed at appeasing the protesters calling for 
President Gotabaya Rajapaksa to quit over the country’s 
worst economic crisis in decades.

The decision to amend the constitution to clip the 
president’s wide-ranging powers was taken in a cabinet 
meeting on Monday, Dinouk Colombage, media adviser 
for Prime Minister Ranil Wickremesinghe, told Al 
Jazeera yesterday.

A draft of the so-called 21st amendment to the Sri 
Lankan constitution gives some powers back to the 
parliament and restores independence to commissions in 
key decision making.

“The 21 amendment was tabled and passed in cabinet 
today,” tourism minister Harin Fernando said in a 
tweet, adding that the proposal will now be sent to the 
country’s parliament where it needs the votes of two-
thirds of its members.

UK hit by rail strike
AFP, London

Rush-hour commuters in the UK faced chaos 
yesterday as railway workers launched the 
network’s biggest strike in more than three 
decades, forcing people to trek to work on foot, 
by bike, bus -- or simply not bother at all. The 
RMT rail union argues the strikes are necessary as 
wages have failed to keep pace with UK inflation, 
which has hit a 40-year high and is on course to 
keep rising. Passengers were warned not to travel 
all week, with two more days of strike action 
scheduled for Thursday and Saturday wreaking 
havoc to schedules.

Israel faces 
fresh polls
AFP, Jerusalem

Israel’s Prime 
Minister Naftali 
Bennett said Monday 
his governing 
coalition will 
dissolve parliament 
next week, a shock 
announcement that 
will give power to 
Foreign Minister Yair 
Lapid in days and 
force new elections.

Bennett and 
Lapid forged an 
ideologically 
disparate alliance one 
year ago, counting 
eight-parties broadly 
united on the desire 
to end the tenure 
of former premier 
Benjamin Netanyahu.

After a series of 
defections that put 
the coalition on the 
brink of collapse, 
Bennett said he 
would support 
a bill to dissolve 
parliament next 
week, triggering a 
fifth election in less 
than four years.

Israel’s Haaretz 
newspaper reported 
new elections would 
be held on October 25.

A rail employee checks a flooded railroad track after heavy rains in Shangrao, in China’s central Jiangxi 
province, Yesterday. The heaviest rainfall in decades has triggered floods and landslides in southern 
China, forcing the evacuation of hundreds of thousands of people, state media reported. PHOTO: AFP

PACT TO PROTECT NATURE

Crunch talks kick 
off in Nairobi
AFP, Nairobi

Negotiators from almost 200 countries will 
begin crunch biodiversity talks in Nairobi 
yesterday, working towards a much-delayed 
global pact to protect nature from the 
damage wrought by human activities.

As the meeting kicked off, the UN 
confirmed that the thrice-delayed COP15 
biodiversity summit -- originally set for 
Kunming, China in 2020 -- will now take 
place from December 5 to 17 this year in 
Montreal, Canada.

Country representatives in Nairobi are 
tasked with hammering out details of a draft 
text outlining a global framework to “live 
in harmony with nature” by 2050, with key 
targets to be met by 2030. 

Proposals include a global commitment to 
set aside at least 30 percent of both land and 
oceans as protected zones by the end of the 
decade, as well as efforts to cut plastic and 
agricultural pollution.

A yoga seeker performs on the occasion of the International Yoga Day, standing on the archeo-astronomical site, 
the megalithic observatory “Kokino”, in the Republic of Macedonia, yesterday. PHOTO: AFP

Macron rejects 
PM’s resignation
AFP, Paris

French President Emmanuel Macron was holding 
talks yesterday with the opposition on ending 
the deadlock sparked by his failure to secure 
a majority in parliamentary elections, after 
rejecting an offer by the prime minister, Elisabeth 
Borne, to resign. Macron was to host far-right 
leader Marine Le Pen and other political party 
chiefs for rare talks at the Elysee as he seeks 
solutions to an unprecedented situation that 
risks plunging his second term into crisis two 
months after it began. The options available 
to Macron range from seeking to form a new 
coalition alliance, passing legislation based on ad 
hoc agreements, or even calling new elections.

Russian Nobel laureate 
sells medal for $103.5m 
to benefit Ukraine kids
AFP, New York

Dmitry Muratov, the Russian editor-in-chief of 
the independent newspaper Novaya Gazeta, on 
Monday auctioned off his Nobel Peace Prize gold 
medal for a whopping $103.5 million to benefit 
children displaced by the war in Ukraine. The 
medal was sold to an as yet unidentified phone 
bidder at the sale in New York. The sale was a 
spirited one, with lots of applause and bidders 
egging one another on to increase the total.  
Muratov won the prize in 2021.


