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A well-oiled syndicate
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to know that the oil
was unloaded from a

mother vessel at the outer
anchorage. The mother
vessel was waiting to deliver
the consignment for a
renowned oil company in
Chattogram.”

Superintendent of
Chattogram River Police
Md Mominul Islam said,
“We are investigating the
case.. They unloaded
the oil in the deep sea in
collaboration with the
big vessel’s stafl' and later
smuggled it.”

A sample of the seized
oil was sent to Bangladesh
Council of Scientific and
Industrial Research for
tests. The results revealed
that it was unrefined
soybean and palm oil,
said Mizanur Rahman,
officer-in-charge (OC) of
Sadarghat River Police.

Harun was not arrested
as he got bail in the case,
he said.

Earlier,  officials  of
Coast Guard East Zone
found the same vessel,
Tanisha Enterprise, with
13,000 litres of unrefined
palm oil in the estuary of
Karnaphuli on August 23,
2021. The officials handed
the matter over to customs.
But for some unknown
reason, no legal action was
taken at that time.

WHO IS HARUN?

In Ward-39, EPZ area,
Harun has  decorated
himself as a rising leader
of the local Jubo League.
He is active in participating

in all kinds of political
programmes in his area,
hanging banners and
posters and gathering local
political supporters.

Though Harun is now a
political leader, he has been
involved in oil smuggling
in the EPZ-Patenga area
for a long time, becoming
a headache for authorities
concerned, according to
police and other sources.

According o police,
Harun has stood accused
in at least four cases filed
with EPZ and Patenga
police stations.

Harun’s elder brother
Humayun Kabir (45) was
also arrested on February
24 and was accused in the
relevant case.

EPZ  Police  Station
sources said among two
cases of EPZ, Harun was
implicated in the charge
sheet of one, while his
name was dropped from
the other, which was filed
for a clash.

According to  local
sources, Harun’s brother-
in-law  Elias is the
syndicate’s manager, while
one Saiful Islam takes care
of the vessels. One Jasim
reportedly deals with all
law enforcement agencies.

Jasim is known as
the informant of a
government agency, but

The Daily Star could not
verify  this information
indcpcndcnlly.

HOW THE SMUGGLING
TAKES PLACE

The seized vessel, Tanisha
Enterprise, was being

operated by Harun and
Saiful. They had managed
a licence for the vessel from
Directorate  General of
Shipping by showing it as a
sand barge.

The vessel was given
approval for operation
on December 12 last year,
according to documents.

Investigators said in the
guise of supplying different
items to kitchen markets,
Harun runs the vessel in
the deep sea and allegedly
commits the crime.

A few staffers, including
those of the mother vessels,

which carry thousands
of tonnes of oil abroad,
are involved with the
smuggling.

When the lighter vessel
is anchored, a green signal
is sent to the mother vessel,
and the oil is picked up.

Later, the oil is filled in
plastic drums and sent to
the open market for sale.

Contacted, Harun said,
“We are moving food and
other items from big ships
stationed at the outer
anchorage through the
vessel [Tanishal. We had
carried sludge oil on that
day from a ship, but police
arrested my  workers,
and the case is being
investigated.”

Asked if he had
permission to carry oil in
a sand barge, Harun said,
“I's my mistake. I'm sorry.
We will not do it again. 'm
not an oil smuggler, but
my opponents spread false
information. I don’t know
any Jasim.”
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Al leader
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‘Two people on a motorbike
shot him in front of Satani
Shaheed Srimity Degree
College around 12:00pm,
said police.

Fazlur, also principal of
the college, was rushed to
Satkhira Medical College
Hospital, said Golam
Morshed, governing body’s
president of the college.

Fazlur has a
longstanding feud with his
opponents over politics

and the institution.

Bullet pierced through
his right thigh and he is
now out of risk, said Suzir
Ghosh, a surgery doctor at
the hospital.

Rain
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been implementing a mega
project (o address the city’s
waterlogging. TFor this, they
filled up canals in many areas
and made temporary dams.”

“I asked them frequently
to remove these dams
and earth from the canals
before the start of the rainy
season so that rain water
can recede smoothly.”

CDA removed some
dams from the canals but
they didn’t remove the
carth, he said.

CDA  chief engineer
Hasan Bin Shams couldn’t
be contacted for comments.

Meanwhile,  Bishwajit
Dey, a Chattogram Met
Office official, said though
rain may occur in the next
24 hours in Chattogram, it
would not be torrential.

Villagers
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guest, acting British high
commissioner Javed

Patel assured to continue
supporting the initiative.

Contacted, Mohammad
Alauddin, former
chairman of Sustainable
and Renewable Energy
Development Authority,
told The Daily Star, “We
have over 6 million solar
systems at houses, with
a capacity of 789 MW.
We need to use those
connections. SOLshare and
Shakti Foundation made it
technically possible to share
the remaining electricity.”

“It’s time to study more
on how it can be made
economically feasible,
affordable, and how it can
scale up,” he added.

Children want more education,
health allocation: Unicef

STAFF CORRESPONDENT
Nine out of 10 Bangladeshl
children said it is very
important for the
government to spend more
on education, health and
other areas that directly
impact children, according
o a new survey of Unicef.
Around 14,000 children
and 37,000 young people
--aged 18-24 -- participated
in the survey, which asked
them for their opinions
about the national budget.
“From my position, I will

continue to champion their
rights and convey their
voices to national leaders
for a better Bangladesh,”
said Md Shamsul Haque
Tuku, chairman of the
parliamentary caucus on
child rights.

“Every aspect of
children’s lives has been
affected by the pandemic
and the findings from this
survey show that they are
aware and concerned. It
is critical that national
leaders listen to them,”
said Sheldon Yett,

Still left behind
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Aloti Munda, an indigenous
community leader from
Nachole upazila of Chapai
Nawabganj, said, “Many
indigenous people cannot
get the government’s
allowances because they
have not been issued
the national ID card yet.
Many of us are not even
included in the census. We
are  denied government
services and told that we
are not the citizens of this
country.”

Biplob Coda, a
community leader of the
Coda community in Natore,
said, “Government oflicials
often omit our surname
from national IDs and
government records. For
instance, one of my relatives
is named Ajin Coda but in
his national ID his name is
mentioned as Ajin.”

“The registrar omitted
Coda from the records as
our family title seemed
uncivilised to him. Now,

my uncle Ajin cannot get
government  allowances
for underprivileged ethnic
groups of the plains as the
government officials want
proof of his indigenous
identity,” shared Biplob.
The speakers appealed
to include all  the
indigenous communities
of the plains into the
social safety net of the
government and bring an
end to the existing socio-
economic discrimination.
Sheikh Shahed Rahman,
chief of party, Save the

Children, said, “The
government is currently
developing the national
social security strategy

2022. We must take steps
so that the government
includes all the plainland
indigenous communities
in this strategy.”

Robiul Alam, executive

director of Agriculture
Sustainable and Socio-
economic Development

Organisation (ASSEDO), in

Unicef representative to
Bangladesh.

Learning loss caused by
18 months of pandemic
school closures was
identified as a priority in
the survey, according to a
press release.

Over 85 percent of
children said it is very
important for Bangladesh
tospend more on education
to help children recover
from learning loss. Quality
healthcare at affordable
prices also emerged as a
pressing concern.

Rajshahi said, “Indigenous
people of the plains are
being deprived of their
land rights for generations.
Since many of them are
illiterate, their lands are
grabbed by manipulating
property  deeds.  They
cannot seek justice due
to lack of education and
recognition from the state.”

AKM Mamunur Rashid,

programme specialist,
UNDP, said, “We need to
reform our education

system (o educate our
students about the culture
of ethnic minorities. We
need to recognise the fact
that preserving cultural
diversityisjustasimportant

Delayed
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technology for 2025, 2031
and 2041.

Transport expert Prof
M  Hadiuzzaman  said
Bangladesh Railway’s
next step should be the
electrification of its tracks,
which will increase its
efliciency for passenger
and freight transportation.

“Construction of Padma
Bridge  will establish
connectivity among three
sea ports - Chattogram,
Mongla and under-
construction Payra ports —
and the capital, and it will
create a huge opportunity
for freight transport,” he
said.

“BR should build two
more Inland Container
Depots, particularly one
in the southern part of
Dhaka,” he added.

He, however, questioned
why the authorities
installed a single line track
on Padma bridge with
22-metre width, while the
15-metre-wide  Hardinge
bridge is double-tracked.

“This practice can cause
system loss,” he mentioned.

He recommended
interchangeable operations
with India to increase cross-
border transportation and
more focus on urban railway.

Railways Secretary
Humayun Kabir, who
presided over the seminar,
said they have noted down
all recommendations and
will work on implementing
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Tender Notice

ActicnAid Bangladesh invites sealed quotatons from qualthed Contractor |
vendorsupplier for renovation of its One Stop Crisis Cell (OCC) at Upazita
Health Complex, Teknal. The details are as ollows-

Name of Item I

Guantity

CCC Renovation work

1 dob

The Tender Schedule will be available at ActionAid Cox's Bazar Office (House
Mo-752, Ward- 11, Jnawiota, Masid Road, Cox's Bazar- 4700) from 2:00 am to
00 pm during office hour of 22-28 Jume, 2022 or web site:
hitps:/zctionaidbd.org/posttenderitender-renovation-work-one-stop-crisis-cell
Cuotabon needs to be submitted in sealed envelope on or before 28th
June 2022 by 1:00 PM at above locations.

The authority of ActionAid Bangiadesh resarves the right to accept or rejact
any or all quatations without assigning any reason whatsoever.

Center,

suitably  reputed
companies.

Trust Bank

A Beak for Fosacial foglusion
Head Office, Shadhinata Tower, Bir Srestha Shaheed Jahangir Gate
Dhaka Cantonment, Dhaka-1208.

TENDER NOTICE

1. TBLintends to procure the work for Supply and
Construction of fit-out items for CDA Avenue
Branch (being relocated) and Retail & SME

Chattogram through open tender

Sealed financial bids are invited by TBL from

and

2. Tender Schedule with details will be available on
TBL website https://www.tblbd.com/tender

Note: TBL reserves the right to accept or reject any
or all the tenders, in part or full.

Purchase & Procurement Division

qualified firms/
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