
INTERNATIONAL

ATTACK ON AFGHAN MARKET

‘Scores’ of people 
killed, hurt: UN
REUTERS, Kabul

The UN mission to Afghanistan reported 
scores of people were killed and wounded in an 
attack on a busy market in eastern Nangarhar 
province yesterday, although Taliban officials 
said they could only confirm 10 people had been 
wounded. “UNAMA condemns this morning’s 
attack in a crowded bazaar in Nangarhar 
province which killed and wounded scores 
of civilians, among them some children,” the 
UNAMA said on its Twitter account. Quriashi 
Badloun, the Taliban administration’s head 
of media and information for Nangarhar, 
confirmed a blast had taken place but said the 
target wasn’t clear.

Pak President Alvi 
refuses to sign 

NAB bill
DAWN ONLINE

After returning unsigned a bill seeking to reverse 
the changes made in election laws by the former 
PTI government, President Dr Arif Alvi yesterday 
did the same with another piece of legislation 
seeking to clip the vast powers of the National 
Accountability Bureau (NAB). The two bills were 
passed by the National Assembly and Senate 
last month and were subsequently sent to the 
president for approval. However, Alvi sent them 
back on June 4, following which the government 
convened a joint sitting of the parliament on 
June 9 to pass the bills — which were cleared the 
same day. 
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PROTESTS OVER ARMY RECRUITMENT PLAN

India calls off more 
than 500 train services
REUTERS, Kolkata

Authorities in India yesterday cancelled 
more than 500 trains services because 
of calls for protests by young men angry 
with a military recruitment plan that they 
say will rob them of the opportunity of a 
career in the armed forces.

Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s 
government last week unveiled the plan 
called Agnipath, or “path of fire”, aimed 
at bringing more people into the military 
on short, four-year contracts to lower the 
average age of India’s 1.38 million-strong 
armed forces. 

Analysts say the scheme will also help 
cut burgeoning pension costs. But the 
protesters say it will deprive them of 
the opportunity of a permanent job in 
the military, and with it a guaranteed 
pension, other allowances and social 
status.

Top defence officials said on Sunday 
the plan was aimed at modernising the 
forces and would not be withdrawn 
despite protests by many thousands 
of young men who have attacked and 
torched trains and clashed with police 
since last week.

One person has been killed and police 
have arrested more than 300 protesters.

The railway ministry said in statement 
more than 500 trains had been called 
off yesterday in view of calls for protest 
strikes.

In the eastern city of Kolkata, a 
protester held a placard with the message 
“Boycott Agnipath” and demanded the 
plan be scrapped.

In a bid to end the protests, the 
government has adjusted parts of the plan 
to offer more soldiers federal and state 
government jobs after their service.

Members of Inter University Students’ Federation shout slogans against Sri Lanka’s President Gotabaya Rajapaksa demanding him to step 
down, amid the country’s economic crisis, in Colombo, Sri Lanka yesterday. PHOTO: REUTERS

Monsoon covers 
half of India
Weather dept says 
rainfall approaches 
average

REUTERS, Mumbai

India’s annual 
monsoon 
rainfall has 
covered more 
than half of the 
country and 
conditions are 
favourable for it to 
advance into central, 
northern and western 
regions this week, the 
weather department said yesterday.

The monsoon’s progress will help farmers 
accelerate sowing of summer-sown crops, 
which has been lagging due to below-normal 
rainfall in the first half of June, especially in 
central India.

The monsoon has covered all of 
southern and eastern India and most of the 
central state of Madhya Pradesh, the India 
Meteorological Department (IMD) said in a 
statement.

“Monsoon has revived. This week many 
regions in southern and central India would 
get heavy rainfall,” an IMD official told 
Reuters.

Conditions are favourable for the monsoon 
to advance further into Madhya Pradesh and 
Uttar Pradesh, said the official, who was not 
authorised to speak with media so declined 
to be identified.

India received 8% less rainfall over June 
1 - when the monsoon season began - through 
June 19 compared with a historical average, 
IMD data showed. 


