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Locals alleged that there 
is no proper monitoring 
while establishing the 
area’s warehouses due to 
the negligence of some 
businessmen. 

They also expressed 
their concern over the 
authority’s inaction, as 
there is no proper source of 
water in the area even after 
the occurrence of several 
fire incidents over the last 
couple of years.

Lower court judge
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cause proceedings initiated 
by it on June 6.

The HC on April 10 
granted ad-interim bail to 
Zakirul in a counterfeit-
related case. On May 24, 
Zakirul appeared before 
the court of Jamalpur’s 
Additional District and 
Sessions Judge Jinnat 
Jahan Jhunu for bail. But, 
Jhunu rejected his petition 
without any explanation.

On June 6, Zakirul’s 
lawyer Md Sarwar Alam 
brought the matter to the 
notice of the HC bench, 
and on that day, the bench 
on a suo motu (voluntary) 
move directed Jhunu to 
appear before it yesterday 
for an explanation.

Deputy Attorney 
General Abul Hashem 
represented the state 
during the proceedings of 
the matter.

Family rejects police probe
FROM PAGE 3

Magistrate Muhammad 
Asaduzzaman Nur fixed 
August 3 for the next 
hearing. Investigation 
Officer Kazi Shariful 
Islam, also an inspector 
of the Detective Branch, 
on June 19 submitted 
a charge sheet against 
victim’s husband Iftekhar 
Abedin and his parents-- 
Mohammad Amin, retired 
army personnel, and 
Shirin Amin to the Chief 
Metropolitan Magistrate’s 

Court of Dhaka.
In the charge sheet, the 

IO said the charges brought 
against them of abetting 
the victim to take her own 
life were primarily proved 
and they should be brought 
under trial for their alleged 
involvement.

Iftekhar is now in jail, 
while his parents are on 
bail.

Elma, a final year student 
of the dance department at 
DU, was allegedly tortured 
to death at her in-laws’ 

residence in Banani on 
December 14 last year. Elma 
married Iftekhar, who lives 
in Canada, six months ago 
from the date of her death 
and used to stay with her 
husband’s family.

Her in-laws took her 
to United Hospital on 
December 14 last year 
where doctors declared her 
dead. Following her death, 
her father filed a murder 
case against Iftekhar and 
his parents with Banani 
Police Station.

Court refuses
FROM PAGE 3

As the High Court (HC) 
rejected their bails 
earlier and the matter is 
pending with it, he had no 
jurisdiction to hear on the 
issue, the judge told the 
defence lawyers.

The judge, however, 
fixed June 30 for the next 
hearing. 

On May 5, ACC filed the 
case against the four and 
also NSU Board of Trustees 
Chairperson Azim Uddin 
Ahmed. 

Ashaloy Housing and 
Developers Managing 
Director Amin Md Hilaly 
was also made accused in 
the case.

BRTC expanding
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set three routes to connect 
to the major tourist spot, 
he added.

Satkhira, Barishal, 
Shariatpur, Madaripur, 
Paisharhat of Barishal, 
Charmuguria of 
Madaripur, Kasiani of 
Gopalganj, Kuakata of 
Patuakhali, Pirojpur, 

Gosaihat of Shariatpur, 
Mollarhat of Bagerhat, 
Bhandaria of Pirojpur, and 
Baufal of Patuakhali will 
come under the new BRTC 
services. 

Some destinations 
would be linked by more 
than one bus service, 
depending on the demand, 
sources said.

Foolproof security
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business schedule, Sheikh 
Hasina will inaugurate 
the two newly constructed 
stations virtually at 3:30pm 
from her official residence 
Gono Bhaban. 

Padma Bridge (Uttar) 
Police Station is under 
Munshiganj District 
Police, while Padma Bridge 
(Dakshin) Police Station is 
under Shariatpur District 
Police.

During the same 
programme, the PM 
will also hand over 120 
homes constructed under 
a project, 12 newly built 
police hospitals, six police 
barracks for female officers, 
and an online general diary 
(GD) service.

Each of the police 

stations will have 40 
officers, including 
one assistant police 
superintendent, one 
inspector, two sub-
inspectors, two assistant 
sub-inspectors, and 15 
constables. Both of the 
four-storey buildings have 
been constructed next to 
the toll plaza at both ends 
of Padma Bridge.

Police will oversee tax 
collection at toll booths 
and traffic around the 
bridge and service roads. 
Road and railway slabs, 
and works of gas pipelines 
will also be their concern, 
according to officials.

The two buildings were 
built at a cost of Tk 35 crore 
each by the Padma Bridge 
authority. 

Govt to set up 5 burn
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due to non-compliance and 
other irregularities. The 
minister also said licenses 
of 49 drug manufacturing 
companies and production 
and marketing of all 
types of medicines by 14 
pharmaceutical companies 
have been suspended 
during this period.

Meanwhile, 2,036 cases 
have been filed in the mobile 
court run by the DGDA and 
a fine of Tk 2.67 crore has 
been realised on charges of 
producing and marketing 
fake, contaminated and 

unregistered medicine.   
In response to another 

query from M Abdul 
Latif, the minister said no 
medical personnel can 
refuse emergency medical 
services to anyone taken 
to hospitals, clinics or 
doctors. 

Replying to a question 
by BNP MP Gulam 
Mohammad Siraj, Maleque 
said steps would be taken 
to introduce separate units 
in government hospitals 
of all districts to provide 
medical services to addicts 
in future.

No festival
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northern region of the 
country, Hasan said Prime 
Minister Sheikh Hasina has 
instructed the authorities 
to go all out to rescue 
the marooned people 
and reach relief materials 
to them. The army has 
been deployed for rescue 
operation.

The leaders and 
activities of the ruling party 
Awami League are working 
in the flood-affected 
areas alongside the local 
administrations, he said.

A BCL leader died while 
working in flood-hit areas, 
he added.  

No respite in sight for residents
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waterlogged blocks of 
Chawkbazar area, said the 
mayor’s assistant personal 
secretary Md Mostafa 
Kamal. 

“The situation has 
worsened. There has been a 
power outage of nine hours 
till 3:00pm. We have been 
stuck in our apartments,” 
said Saima Alam, assistant 
professor of Chattogram 
University and resident of 
Halishahar’s Shantibagh. 

Mobarak Ali, president of 
CCC Standing Committee 
to Prevent Water Logging, 
said excessive rainfall, 
high tide, the rise of water 
level in Karnaphuli and 

blocked drains and canals 
are responsible for the 
waterlogging. 

He also mentioned that 
several CCC teams with 
excavators got engaged and 
started clearing out the 
blocked drains and canals 
to direct the rainwater 
towards Karnpahuli.

Meanwhile, internal 
transportation of 
Chattogram University 
(CU), i.e. the operations of 
buses and shuttle trains, 
were disrupted due to 
landslides at several places 
on the campus on Sunday 
night caused by the two-
day long rain.

Several departments 

cancelled their classes, 
while the zoology 
department had to 
postpone their exams. 

In Rangamati, a 
flash flood from the hill 
upstream has inundated 
Bhghaichari, Jurichari 
and Barkol areas. The 
rising water level in Kaptai 
lake has compelled the 
authority to suspend the 
operations of water vessels 
on the lake for an indefinite 
period.

Ten shelter centres 
have been opened in 
Khagrachari municipal 
area, where landslides also 
occurred. However, no 
casualty was reported. 
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Mohiuddin 
Ahmed no 
more
UNB, Dhaka

Former 
secretary, 
diplomat, 
and 
freedom 
fighter 
Mohiuddin 
Ahmed passed away 
yesterday at his Uttara 
home in Dhaka after a 
prolonged illness.

Mohiuddin (80) was 
undergoing treatment 
at Bangabandhu Sheikh 
Mujib Medical University 
and returned home four 
days ago. He left behind his 
wife and two daughters.

The diplomat was the 
first in Europe to join the 
Liberation War while he 
was the second secretary 
at the High Commission of 
Pakistan in London.

He expressed his 
allegiance to Bangladesh 
by addressing a public 
gathering at Trafalgar 
Square on the first day of 
August 1971. It was a huge 
protest rally that was held 
under the banner “Stop 
Genocide: Recognise 
Bangladesh.”

During his career, 
Mohiuddin served in 
different capacities at 
Bangladesh missions in 
Delhi, Geneva, Jakarta, 
Jeddah, and New York 
and as a secretary at 
the Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs and principal at the 
Foreign Service Academy.  

Commuters suffer as usual
Delayed drain construction making 

Durgabari Road non-functional

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Mymensingh

The suspension of a drain’s 
construction in Mymensingh’s 
Durgabari Road has been causing 
immense difficulties to hundreds 
of commuters. 

Locals cannot even pass the 
area on foot due to construction 
materials being scattered all over 
the place. The non-functionality 
of the busy road has put students 
of Mahakali Girls School and 
College and the devotees and 
visitors to Durgabari Temple into 
a great inconvenience.

According to locals, the 
situation is getting even worse 
due to the frequent rainfalls in 
the last few days. 

The construction has remained 
halted for more than a week now, 
according to local trader Kamal 
Mia. Durgabari resident Sukumar 
Das said Mymensingh City 
Corporation (MCC) is yet to take 
any step in this regard. 

Moreover, construction 
materials for a high-rise building 
adjacent to the drain site have 
been lying on the road for 
months. Locals alleged that the 
authorities have not paid any 
attention to their sufferings. 

Contacted, MCC executive 
engineer Md Rafiqul Islam said 
Masud Hightech, a construction 
firm from Dhaka, was appointed 
to construct the drain as part of 
the city’s package construction 

programme.
The firm was asked to complete 

the work immediately but a 
month has already passed since 
that, said the executive engineer. 

“We would immediately 
contact the officials of the firm 
and instruct them to complete the 
construction as soon as possible,” 
he added. 

The contractor could not be 
contacted for comments, despite 
repeated attempts.

Demanding due payment of workers at five jute mills and reopening of the mills under state initiative, the 
Workers-Farmers-Students-People Unity formed a human chain in front of Jatiya Press Club in the capital 
yesterday. PHOTO: STAR

Flood fear fuels
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Mohammad Anowar 
Hossain, another boat 
trader, said the boat price 
ranges between 
Tk 3,500 to Tk 
15,000. 

“ W e 
make a 
boat with 
C h a m b a l 
tree wood, 
s i n c e 
boats made 
of Garjan 
wood is very 
costly. These 
boats last for two to 
three years,” he said.

Abdur Rahman (75), a 
boat man who operates 

on the Norai canal from 
Meradia ghat to Trimohoni 
since 1988, said he also 

purchased a boat in the 
first week of May 

at a cost of  Tk 
20,000.

“ T h e 
water on 
the Norai 
c a n a l 
w h i c h 

joins Balu 
river in 

the down-
stream is 

increasing. There 
is a chance of flood 

in the low-lying areas if the 
water level increases,” he 
said. 


