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Palestinian shot 
dead by Israeli 
forces in W Bank
AFP, Ramallah

A Palestinian worker was shot dead by 
Israeli forces yesterday while crossing a 
security barrier in the occupied West 
Bank, Palestinian sources said.

The Palestinian health ministry 
identified the man killed as Nabil Ghanem, 
53, from the West Bank city of Nablus.

The official Palestinian news agency 
Wafa said Ghanem was among the tens of 
thousands of West Bank Palestinians who 
regularly seek work in Israel. An Israeli army 
spokesperson said forces had shot at “a 
suspect who vandalised the security fence”.

Ghanem’s killing comes amid a spike in 
Israeli-Palestinian violence.

19 people, mostly Israeli civilians -- 
including 18 inside Israel and a Jewish 
settler -- have been killed in attacks by 
Palestinians and Israeli Arabs since late 
March.

Israeli security forces have responded 
with raids inside Israel and in the West 
Bank. Forty-five Palestinians have been 
killed in the West Bank.

NEW MILITARY HIRING PLAN

India set to start 
enrolment this 
month: officials
REUTERS, New Delhi

Enrolment under India’s new armed services 
recruitment plan will commence this month, 
top defence officials said yesterday, despite 
protests against a scheme that will drastically 
cut tenure and offer fewer service benefits at 
the end of contract. Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi’s government on June 14 set out a policy 
called Agnipath, or “path of fire”, designed to 
bring more people into the military on four-year 
contracts to lower the average age of India’s 
1.38 million-strong armed forces. The scheme 
sparked violent protests in northern and eastern 
parts of the country, with thousands of young 
men attacking train coaches, burning tyres 
and clashing with officials, after which the 
government tweaked some of the rules. Under 
Agnipath, 46,000 cadets will be recruited this 
year, and only 25 percent will be kept on at the 
end of their four-year terms.

KABUL SIKH TEMPLE ATTACK

IS claims responsibility
AFP, Kabul

The Islamic State claimed responsibility for an 
attack on a Sikh temple in Afghanistan that 
killed one community member and a Taliban 
fighter. The attack follows a visit by an Indian 
delegation to Kabul to discuss the distribution 
of humanitarian aid from India to Afghanistan. 
Afghan and Indian media reports said the 
delegation discussed with Taliban officials the 
possibility of reopening the Indian embassy, 
which shut after the Islamists seized power in 
August last year. The number of bombings across 
Afghanistan has dropped since the Taliban 
returned to power, but several attacks -- many 
targeting minority communities -- have rocked 
the country in recent months, including several 
claimed by IS.

108 migrants rescued 
off Greece, 4 missing
REUTERS, Athens

Greece’s coastguard continued to search for 
four missing migrants off the island of Mykonos 
yesterday after rescuing another 108 migrants 
on a sailboat that sent a distress signal late on 
Saturday, officials said. A coastguard vessel located 
the sailboat about 1.8 nautical miles southeast of 
Delos, a small island near Mykonos. The sailboat 

was taking in water and 
was towed safely to a 
Mykonos port. Mykonos 
is a popular island in 
the Aegean sea known 
for its vibrant nightlife. 
The nationality of 
the 108 rescued 
migrants, among 
them 24 women 
and 21 children, had 

not yet been determined, 
coastgurad officials said. None wore life vests. 
Greece is the main route into the European Union 
for asylum-seekers arriving from Turkey. 

Macron battles for 
control of House 
as France votes
REUTERS, Paris

Voting was underway in France yesterday 
in a parliamentary election that could 
deprive newly re-elected centrist President 
Emmanuel Macron of the absolute 
majority he needs to govern with a free 
hand.

Initial projections were expected at 
1800 GMT from the election that could 
change the face of French politics.

If Sunday’s vote does not give his camp 
an outright majority it would open a period 
of uncertainty that could be resolved by a 
degree of power-sharing among parties 
unheard of in France over the past decades 
- or result in political paralysis and repeat 
elections down the line.

Pollsters predict Macron’s camp will end 
up with the biggest number of seats, but 
say it is in no way guaranteed to reach the 
289 threshold for an absolute majority.

Lanka troops open fire 
to contain fuel riots

AFP, Colombo

Sri Lanka’s military opened 
fire to contain rioting at a fuel 
station, officials said yesterday as 
unprecedented queues for petrol and 
diesel were seen across the bankrupt 
country.

Troops fired in Visuvamadu, 
365 kilometres north of Colombo, 
on Saturday night as their guard 
point was pelted with stones, army 
spokesman Nilantha Premaratne said.

“A group of 20 to 30 people pelted 
stones and damaged an army truck,” 
Premaratne told AFP.

Police said four civilians and three 
soldiers were wounded when the 
army opened fire for the first time to 
quell unrest linked to the worsening 
economic crisis.

As the pump ran out of petrol, 

motorists began to protest and the 
situation escalated into a clash with 
troops, police said.

Sri Lanka is suffering its worst 
economic crisis since independence, 
with the country unable to find dollars 
to import essentials, including food, 
fuel and medicines.

The nation’s 22 million population 
has been enduring acute shortages 
and long queues for scarce supplies 

while President Gotabaya Rajapaksa 
has for months resisted calls to step 
down over mismanagement.

Sri Lanka has deployed armed 
police and troops to guard fuel 
stations.

Police said clashes involving 
motorists erupted at three locations 
over the weekend. At least six 
constables were wounded in one clash 
while seven motorists were arrested.

The government declared a two-
week shutdown of state institutions 
and schools in a bid to reduce 
commuting and conserve depleting 
fuel stocks in the impoverished nation.

The country is also facing record 
high inflation and lengthy power 
blackouts. Four out of five people in 
Sri Lanka have started skipping meals 
as they cannot afford to eat, the UN 
has said.

Children of Afghan refugees living in Pakistan react to the camera from inside their makeshift tent on the outskirts of 
Lahore, Pakistan, yesterday, on the eve of ‘World Refugee Day’ PHOTO: AFP

Time is now the 
vital factor. 
Everything 
will depend 
on whether 
Ukraine can 
strengthen its 
ability to defend 
its soil faster than Russia can 
renew its capacity to attack. 
Our task is to enlist time on 
Ukraine’s side.

Britain’s Prime Minister 
Boris Johnson


