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internet protocol (IP) 
addresses -- numerical 
labels connected to 
computer networks. Others 
use shared IP addresses for 
their affordability.

Owing to the use of 
shared IP, it is difficult to 
trace a criminal when it 
comes to cybercrime, said 
Junaed Alam Sharker, 
additional deputy 
commissioner of DB’s 
cyber and special crime 
division.

CTTC official Chatak 
Chakma said this issue can 
be solved by making the use 
of a unique IP mandatory 
for all.

“Internet service 
providers are supposed 
to keep a log of every user 
for a certain period but the 
records are often missing,” 
said Chatak.

“We are now using 
internet protocol version 
(IPV) 4. Once we start using 
IPV 6 like the developed 
countries, it will be easier 
to implement the solution, 
as this most recent 
version provides a robust 
identification system for 
computers and routes 
internet traffic,” Chatak 
added.

Md Imdadul Hoque, 

president of Internet 
Service Providers 
Association of Bangladesh, 
told this correspondent 
that they expect the 
country will be using IPV 6 
in the next two years.

“Presently, there are 
around 2,000 registered 
members, and we have been 
keeping a user log of every 
six months. The problem 
occurs with unregistered 
service providers,” he 
explained.

LACK OF TRAINING, 

ABSENCE OF MLAT

According to the register 
books of the cybercrime 
tribunal in Dhaka, a total 
of 163 cases were disposed 
of from 2013 to May 30 this 
year. Of them, no one was 
punished in 137 cases.

A high official of Cyber 
Police Centre (CPC) of 
CID said one of the major 
reasons behind the low 
conviction is the lack of 
training for local police in 
dealing with such cases.

“We are handed the 
case after a delay. By then, 
evidence is either removed 
or tampered, and we have 
to submit a subpar charge 
sheet,” said the official, 
requesting anonymity.

Admitting this 

limitation, SM 
Ashraful Alam, special 
superintendent of CPC, 
said they are providing 
training to officials, but it is 
not sufficient to deal with 
these crimes.

An initiative was taken 
to set up a cyber police 
station under CPC in 2020, 
to ensure charge sheets 
are submitted with all 
evidence, said officials.

The station will first be 
set up in Dhaka and then in 
other districts.

Other reasons behind 
low conviction are lack of 
evidence, witnesses not 
appearing in court and lack 
of expertise, said lawyers.

Moreover, Bangladesh 
has no Mutual Legal 
Assistance Treaty (MLAT) 
with other countries to 
share information about 
cybercrime incidents, said 
Chatak Chakma.

“Cybercrime is 
transnational,  but we often 
do not get information 
from other countries due 
to the absence of an MLAT,” 
he said.

OTHER LIMITATIONS

Bangladesh does not 
have any direct liaison 
with Google, Facebook or 
WhatsApp, which poses yet 

another limitation, said SM 
Ashraful Alam of CID.

“We only get responses 
from the tech giants in 
life-threatening situations. 
Cases like defamation 
remain unaddressed,” he 
said. 

“Steps have been taken 
from the government to 
strike a deal with these 
companies,” he added. 

IT expert Tanveer 
Hassan Zoha said it only 
takes four or five clicks for 
local hackers to hack social 
media accounts if they 
have any fake or real NID, 
passport or driving licence 
details.

“We need to be cautious 
about sharing our 
information. Awareness is 
the only solution from a 
user’s end,” Tanveer Hasan 
Zoha added.

Bihongo
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“In winter, when migratory 
birds flock to these areas 
for food and shelter, 
locals catch them. They 
also catch wild animals 
-- when they come out of 
the forests and their paths 
cross with neighbouring 
areas -- for sale or just for 
fun. This a result of their 
lack of awareness on how 
important these animals 
are for ecological balance,” 
he added. 

Enhance
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be some investment 
from Bangladesh to the 
Philippines in this sector.

Besides this, Marcos Jr 
and Uddin also discussed 
cooperation in the 
agriculture sector.

Earlier, Marcos Jr 
expressed plans to boost 
local manufacturing 
of generic drugs in the 
Philippines.

Utter negligence
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remand period and 
found no significant 
information,” he said.

Since the accused were 
placed on remand before, 
courts do not grant fresh 
requests for remand, 
he said. “As a result, we 
cannot dig deeper into the 
smuggling racket.” 

It is possible that these 
smugglers have their 
cronies in the court’s 
corridor to watch their 
back, he added.

In almost all cases, the 
carriers who get arrested 
know only two persons 
-- the one who hands him 
the consignment and 
the person receiving the 
package.

For evidence gathering, 
they need to be questioned 
properly, officials said.

The CID recently spoke 
with 12 officials of different 
agencies and police officers 
who filed and investigated 
the cases for explanations 
but they could not give any 
satisfactory answers.

Imam Hossain, 
additional deputy 
inspector general of CID, 
Dhaka Metro, said they are 
investigating the cases with 
due importance.

To investigate gold 
smuggling cases, police 
have to obtain vital 
information from domestic 
and international airports 
and the airlines used.

“We often ask for 
information from foreign 
airports and airlines, which 
you cannot get readily. So, 
we cannot make expected 
progress,” he told The Daily 
Star.

Since 2017, at least 233 
gold smuggling cases have 
been filed in Dhaka alone 
against 261 people, CID 
data show. A senior lawyer 
practising in a Dhaka court 
said convictions in such 
cases are rare, except for 
the two cases that recently 
saw convictions.

In one case, four people, 
including two Biman 

employees, were sentenced 
to 12 years in jail by a Dhaka 
court in January this year. 
The case involved recovery 
of 9.28kg of gold in Dhaka 
in 2018.

In another case 
involving recovery of 13 
gold bars in 2020, a woman 
was sentenced to life 
imprisonment by a Jashore 
court in March this year.

Noted criminal lawyer 
Khurshid Alam Khan 
said low conviction rates 
mean the prosecution 
failed to prove the case. 
“Government prosecutors 
have many shortcomings. 
They lack experience and 
coordination. Brilliant 
lawyers are not attracted 
to the position. The 
government needs to look 
into this,” he said.

Disregard
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Chiefs of several 
committees said they 
started the respective 
projects but were not given 
the money. Besides, rain 
and flood caused the delay. 

Denying the claim, 
Rajibpur PIO Azizur 
Rahman said the 
committee leaders 
appealed for funding. “But 
when we found that they 
didn’t start the works, we 
didn’t give them the fund.”

He said the projects 
would be rescheduled 
so that they can be 
implemented in the next 
fiscal year.

Contacted, Rajibpur 
incumbent UNO Amit 
Chakrabarty said he is not 
aware of the matter.
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Govt warns 
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of the country abroad and 
not to send any Madinah-
bound hajis to Jeddah.”

Meanwhile, a total of 
15,724 pilgrims arrived in 
Saudi Arabia by 42 flights 
till June 16. 

Biman Bangladesh 
Airlines has so far operated 
24 hajj flights, while Saudia 
and Flynas operated 13 and 
5 flights, respectively. 

The first flight of hajj 
pilgrims left Bangladesh 
on June 5, and flights will 
continue till July 4.

This year, a total of 
57,585 Bangladeshis will 
be able to perform hajj. 
Of them, 4,000 will do 
so under government 
management and the 
rest 53,585 under private 
management. 

Three killed
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Police seized the bus but its 
driver and helper managed 
to flee the scene, the SI said.

The  body was sent 
to Chattogram Medical 
College Hospital morgue 
for  autopsy, he said, adding 
that a case was filed with 
the police station.


