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‘Itis very hard to

Battered by economic crisis,
Sri Lankans seek passport to a

REUTERS, Colombo

find work’

better life

R.M.R Lenora stood in a snaking queue outside Sri
Lanka’s Immigration and Emigration Department
headquarters for two days last week, hoping to get a
passport and, with it, a chance to leave a country wilting
under an economic crisis.

A garment worker, 33-year-old Lenora decided to apply
for ajob as a maid in Kuwait after her husband was laid off

from a small restaurant where he worked as a cook.

“My husband lost his job because there is no cooking
gas and food costs have skyrocketed. It is very hard to find
work and the salaries are very low,” said Lenora, who said
she earns about 2,500 Sri Lanka rupees ($6.80) a day.

“With two children that is impossible.”
So last week, carrying a change of clothes and an

umbrella to fend off a blistering
sun, the petite woman —
boarded a train from the
town of Nuwara Eliya, in

Sri Lanka’s central hills,

and travelled 170 km to the
commercial capital, Colombo,

AFP, United Nations

the lack of female representation

to hand in her papers for her from peace talks around
first passport. ) the world, UN chief

In the queue, Lenora was ) Antonio Guterres said
joined by labourers, shop owners, Wednesday, warning
farmers, public servants and housewives, some of whom that in conflicts such
camped out overnight, all looking to escape Sri L.anka’s as Russia’s invasion of

worst financial crisis in seven decades.

In the first five months of 2022, Sri Lanka has issued
288,645 passports compared with 91,331 in the same
period last year, according to government data.
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Ukraine the situation
is actually “going
backwards.”

I am also grateful for the (US) leadership in mobilising the
help of all partners.  Zelensky on new US arms package to Ukraine

&BFCC
Biman Flight Catering Centre [T/ 335 F101(9¢ (7019
INVITATION OF INTERNATIONAL TENDER NOTICE NO. 59/2022

m Agency Himan Eangladesh Arnes L
12 Irvatafion ko ) Procurmomenlof Food Skt |Frﬁ:-;r.|i_:| Linm demns.
) Prosuman| of Food Sk |Fresign) (Padshatie) 0 Ling dpma
K] Ireatnfion for Hal FYEHET] L 341 | Dt 17 0o 0521
B2 334 0000063 45 0030 Dialer 17-04-3021
L4 Tender document | Fom 21 b 4 ng oflice hours).
salkng das
U | Terder recenving dain | Db 14-07- Tmee | Hoin: The prominsg enbty esenes the nght io
g e a0l 1200 spcagt or reec el lenders withoyl sesgning
=] Tk AT L Py Ha BST | sy rassn Memol T ey inEvEdaie
6 Tender  opsnng date | Date: 14-07- Tima sifliabin aasea duing spe dale then
sl §ime 0z 1500 fander sefng'dosngopening date wil e
Ha 83T | shille? 9o rast (working) day withoul furtar
ol
ar Salng  addresm o | 40 Address;
Echpdile [ocal] & Mensger France. Bimen Flight Calerng Cenim, Harrsl Shaljaial
inerabonal Arpod, Karmink, Dhatn
b Manages Cash & Bankeng, Balsks Bhatan, Bimen, Sangiadesh Airines
haka
1] Laiing irder | §0) Address:
decnment donabgn| Ma-'.a-:uer Fimance, Eiman at Dubsi. Barghok. Siegegore. Landon, Jeddeh
Figsch gl di'il.HL:l LT,
i Reeiving lender | & BrOG i Secudly Goe, HAcal Shanas meralonsl s
documenl i"il.r"'ll:l.: I:hai.a
b Hman Balka Bhaban, Secunty Counter Gotn (Ground Floorh, Haorat
1 5|‘|.=Ih Bl inkemakoeral farpor H.l..rrrlll:l.'-l E}hﬂ-’.ﬁ
ti | P ol iorder | a) USD #2100 or BOT 2 I]-I‘.H"'-.-.'u Fousand) :|1|‘|l par ol | Mon-refurdabls)
documanl (T -mdﬁt.uﬂ {Forsigny 2% L. ine llems
[0 LS 2200 or BOT 2,000 00 [Twd thowsand) onk) par gl {non-rafundabie)
Food Sl gF:mE,|F'enﬂ1.'d:h'l[IELi1ui'hms
1 1} Locadson ElTEwJerEmﬁl]-_mn.mm d] Supplyng peimd
H-F[:l'.!-!az'rﬂ_hmpul a) sl T OHIAE or BT G0 00 00 |50 I.1r| oy a| B | Twa) vaars
lemeliong Ao, l,ﬂ.l‘urr.ﬁtlu Fend] Shall |Foesigd 25 Ling less
Kurmilola, Diteska B LSO 7, 50000 BOT 6,50000.00 §8i lac ity 4] B2 (T years
thoemand) enly (efundabe) Food Safl (Foneign|
{Parirabial 04 Lins Hems.
i2 | Proomegenbly & fund | tenmal Banage, ARG, Hozm Gnahgal miceabol Arpor, Rummiica
Chaks. EMANSFCE 5 twn hund
14 | Ofscial inviang bender Dplenoml Wanager, BFoL, Magml Shehpll imematoral  Mporn
Hurmiicks, DFaka
1 Fhone: BE-2-B201 TRO-B4 Exa-13, Fan BEG-2-BE01636 |
| Tender scredds and oher meekd omalion wil De gvalecls I Gman wetsds, waew Dimen-
| stfines com lor ready rfence 4
G-1254 Dy-General Mesager, BFCC

Men must stop excludlng women

The UN secretary-general said

of UNSC.

in such negotiations from Ukraine

to Afghanistan, Myanmar and

~_ Mali shows “how enduring

. power imbalances
and patriarchy are

| continuing to fail us.”
It results in “men

in power and women

excluded, their rights

and freedoms deliberately

targeted,” he told a meeting

Activists hold the image of missing UK journalist Dom Phillips and Brazilian Indigenous affairs specialist
Bruno Pereira during a protest near the European Commission building in Brussels, Belgium yesterday.

Activists protest against the apparent killings of the British journalist and Brazilian Indigenous expert in
the Amazon, and urge stronger rules of deforestation-free products in the EU.

Women ‘essential’ to peace talks

But women’s “right to equal
participation at all levels, is
essential for building and
maintaining peace,” said Guterres.
He noted that Russia’s invasion
of Ukraine has forced millions of
women and children to the flee
the country, “putting them at high
risk of trafficking and exploitation
of all kinds.”

“Women who chose not to evacuate
are at the forefront of healthcare
and social support,” said Guterres.

PHOTO: AFP

UK PM loses 2nd
ethics chief

AFP, London

British Prime Minister Boris Johnson’s top ethics
advisor said he had quit after the government
forced him into an “impossible and odious”
position, according to a letter released yesterday.
Christopher Geidt is the second official to quit
the role in two years in protest at Johnson’s
actions. His resignation on Wednesday came
after the prime minister was enmeshed in the
“Partygate” scandal, which saw him receive a
police fine. Lord Geidt had stayed on despite
expressing unease over the lockdown-breaching
parties in Downing Street. Johnson’s office was
“surprised” at his decision to step down now.

NEW ARMY RECRUITMENT PLAN

Protests break
out in India

REUTERS, Lucknow

Angry crowds in India set an office of the ruling
party on fire, attacked railway infrastructure and
blocked roads yesterday, in widening protests
against a new military recruitment system, police
officials said. PM Modi’s government this week
announced an overhaul of recruitment for India’s
1.38 million-strong armed forces, looking to bring
down the average age of personnel and reduce
pension expenditure. But potential recruits,

army veterans, opposition leaders and even some
members of BJP raised reservations over the
revamped process.

Padma Bridge

FROM PAGE 12
Grameen Bank managing
director, flouting the

country’s laws.

The PM said she had
given the Grameen Bank
Tk 400 crore in three
phases to revive it from
ruin in 1997-98 despite the
country facingdifliculties
due to various adversities,
including flooding.

Mentioning that there
are about 53 banks in the
country and all of them
have MDs, she questioned,
“How many MDs of those
banks have given lakhs
of dollars as donation
and made frequent visits
to foreign countries like
Yunus did?”

The PM thanked the
people of the country
for their spontaneous
support when she made the
announcement on building
the Padma Bridge with own
finances.

Three

Palli  Janopad

schemes are being
implemented in Rangpur,
Rajshahi and  Dhaka

divisions at a cost of Tk 247
crore. Of them, the work on
the Palli Janopad project in
Rangpur has already been
completed.

A total of 272
beneficiaries have got flats
under the Palli Janopad
project in  Rangpurat
lower prices on the basis
of cooperative society by
paving 30 percent of the
total cost. The rest of the
amount is payable in next

15 years.
After inaugurating
BAPARD, Kotalipara in

Gopalganj, Hasina said the
Padma Bridge would help
the organisation gear up
its activities on poverty
alleviation, research and
employment generation.

LGRD and Cooperatives
Minister Tazul Islam spoke
at the event as the special
guest.

‘Arsa member’ shot dead

FROM PAGE 2
to a Cox’s Bazar court
implicating 29 Rohingyas in
the grisly murder of Mohib
Ullah, the chairman of the
Arakan Rohingya Society
for Peace and Human
Rights. He was shot dead at
the Kutupalong camp on
September 29 last year.
Soon after the murder,
Mohib’s  brother Habib
Ullah alleged that

Myanmar’s banned outfit

Arsa, locally known as
Al-Yakin, was behind the
killing.

On March 6, members
of APBn-14 arrested the
chief commander of Arsa’s
Ulama Branch from a
Rohingya camp. Police said
the Arsa leader, identifying
himself as Zakaria, 55,
issued a fatwa (decree) for
the assassination of Mohib.
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