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Sri Lanka vs Australia
2nd ODI
Live from 03:00 pm

Series named
after Padma
Bridge

SPORTS REPORTER
SPORTS REPORTER

The upcoming
Bangladesh-West Indies
two-Test series, set to
begin tomorrow in
Antigua, has been named
the Padma Bridge Dream
Fulfilled Friendship Test
Series to celebrate the
biggest bridge of the
country which will be
inaugurated on June 25.

The logo features a
visual representation of
the bridge over a cricket
ball with the title reading
‘ Padma Bridge Dream

The last time Bangladesh toured
the West Indies, the visitors were
bundled out for their lowest-ever
total of 43 runs in Antigua, the
venue where they will begin their
Caribbean mission this time with
the first Test.

Bangladesh’s poor recent Test
record coupled with Mominul
Haque’s resignation from Test
captaincy means that there will
be keen eyes on how the visitors
perform this time around as
Shakib Al Hasan embarks on a new
journey as Test captain.

Fulfilled Friendship In the absence of the
Test Series Presented by experienced Mushfiqur Rahim,
Walton. who was in superb form, there

will also be extra focus on in-form
batter and newly-appointed Test
vice-captain Liton Das in the
upcoming series.

Bangladesh will also miss
middle-order batter Yasir Ali, who

The series has been
named after the bridge to
promote the imminent
inauguration of the
long-awaited 6.15km-long
bridge.

match.

was set to replace Mushfiqur in the
two-match Test series before being
ruled out due to a back injury

sustained in the three-day practice

Liton, who has reached new
heights following a prolific
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Can man-in-form Liton
deliver in the Windies?

run with the bat, will be relied
upon heavily, especially since

he has averaged 54 in his last 10
innings. The 27-year-old, who
struck three centuries in the last
seven months for Bangladesh, is
expected to play a crucial role and
take the responsibility as a senior
campaigner.

The elegant right-hander has
shown great temperament and
technique in dealing with quality
fast bowlers but, after being
hounded by a lack of consistency
early in his career, he has only 72
runs to show from four innings in
the West Indies.

According to Mohammad
Ashraful, it will be important for
Liton to continue o enjoy batting.
The former Bangladesh captain
hoped the right-hander would
be able to utilise his form and
not take on any extra burden of
responsibility after being labelled
the future captain of Bangladesh.

Medvedev happy with
chance to defend

US Open crown

AFP, Halle Westfalen

Happy with the
way the 3-day
game went.
Some valuable
time in the
middle for the
batters and also
the bowlers
;all got some
good number
of overs under
their belts and
valuable time in
the nets leading
into the first
Test match.

Bangladesh coach

Russell
Domingo

Which memories
will be rekindled?

SPORTS REPORTER

Premier all-rounder Shakib Al Hasan will be
hoping to relive the sweet memories of 2009 when
he leads Bangladesh out for the first of the two
Tests against the West Indies in Antigua today.

It was in 2009 that Shakib was put in charge of
the Test side for the first time after then skipper
Mashrafe Bin Mortaza limped off the ground
due to an injury on the third day of the first Test
in Kingstown. With Shakib as stand-in skipper,
Bangladesh went on to register a 95-run victory
-~ the Tigers’ first overseas Test victory.

After Mashrafe was ruled out of the entire
series, Shakib was officially appointed skipper and
he put on an all-round performance on his official
debut, helping Bangladesh beat the Windies by
four wickets in the second Test to earn the Tigers’
maiden overseas Tests series victory.

“In nine years, this is the biggest thing that
has happened to Bangladesh cricket. This series
victory will give boost our confidence and help
take us to the next level,” Shakib hoped after
leading Bangladesh to a historic series victory.

However, Shakib’s hopes of Bangladesh
reaching the ‘next level’ in Tests unfortunately
never materialised as the Tigers’ trajectory in
the format trended downhill, with only a few
achievements in between.

Even in his second stint as
Test skipper, which also began with Tests away
to West Indies in 2018, Shakib saw Bangladesh
suffer a horrible whitewash. In that two-Test
series, Bangladesh were bundled out for just 43 in
Antigua -- still their lowest total in a Test innings.

Itis at the same ground in Antigua that Shakib

will begin his third stint as the Test captain. And
the premier all-rounder will definitely be hoping
to banish those dreadful memories and help
Bangladesh go to the ‘next level’ as he had hoped
back in 20009.

Daniil Medvedev said on Wednesday it was “great
news” that Russian and Belarusian players will be
able to compete at this year’s US Open, where he
will be defending the title.

The Russian world number one will be forced
to sit out Wimbledon after the grass-court Grand
Slam event banned him and his compatriots and
Belarusians due to the invasion of Ukraine.

But on Tuesday, the US Open organisers
announced players from the two nations
would be able to feature at Flushing Meadows,
competing under neutral flags.

Wimbledon gets underway on June 27, with
the US Open starting on August 29.

“It’s great news,” Medvedev said after winning
his opening match at the Halle grass-court
tournament, 6-3, 6-2 against David Goffin.

“I've always said I will follow the rules and play
where I can play. I just want to show my best
tennis.

“I'm happy to be able to defend my title. I have
some amazing memories from last year.

“That was one of the most special tournaments
for me.”

Medvedev won his maiden major title last
September with victory over Novak Djokovic in
the US Open final, denying the Serb a calendar
Grand Slam.

The 26-year-old said he will try and play as
much as possible while Wimbledon is being held.

“I'will play Mallorca next week for sure, I want
to defend that title,” added Medvedev, who lost in
the ‘s-Hertogenbosch final last weekend to Tim
van Rijthoven.
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