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“Sardar Fazlul Karim is 
the lighthouse of our 
generation as a teacher and 
a philosopher,” she added.  

“He was the sole 
philosopher I have ever 
seen in my entire life,” said 
Prof Kaberi Gayen of DU. 

Deputy Director of 
National Academy for 

Educational Management 
Swapan Nag, Udichi 
President Badiur Rahman, 
playwright Kazi Tamanna, 
Anisur Rahman of 
Prothoma Publication and 
students of Dhaka and 
Jagannath universities 
also spoke at the event. It 
was moderated by DU Prof 
Shantanu Majumder.  

19 films receive 
govt grant
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Nineteen films have received the government 
grant this year.

The information ministry published the final 
list yesterday.

The highest amount of funds has been 
granted to Amitabh Reza Chowdhury -- Tk 75 
lakh for his venture “1969”. The second highest 
Tk 70 lakh has been given to Masud Hasan 
Ujjal’s “Bonolata Sen”, Marufa Akhter Poppy’s 
“Bangabandhu’s Renu” and “Bokul Kotha”, 
jointly directed by Masud Mohiuddin and 
Mahmud Hasan Sikder. All of these films have 
been categorised in the general section.

Two films have been selected in the 
Liberation War-based section. They are -- 
Mohammad Khorshedul Alam Khandokar’s 
“Joy Banglar Dhoni” and Rafiqul Anwar Rasel’s 
“Ekattor-Kortole Chhinnomatha”.

JS committee to sit
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DRAFT POLICY ON OTT

The parliamentary 
watchdog yesterday 
instructed the ministry to 
submit a detailed report on 
the views of stakeholders 
about the draft over-the-
top (OTT) policy.

BTRC released 
“Regulation for Digital, 
Social Media and OTT 
Platforms” in February.

Different rights 

organisations and activists 
expressed deep concern 
over the draft policy, saying 
that Bangladesh might 
become a “surveillance-
based” country.

With Inu in the chair, 
the meeting was attended, 
among others, by Hasan 
Mahmud, and lawmakers 
Simeen Hussain (Rimi), 
Murad Hasan and 
Khandaker Mamata Hena 
Lovely.

Women, the worst
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Case in point: Nila (not her 
real name), who met an 
expat living in the Middle 
East on social media.

They got married in 
private, but life was not 
what Nila was hoping for. 
She soon discovered that 
her husband was having an 
affair and divorced him. 

Her ex-husband then 
opened multiple fake social 
media accounts with her 
name and started sharing 
her private photos. 

However, Nila only filed 
a GD and refused to file 
a case, for fear of social 
ostracisation against her 
and her family members. 

The culprit, who 
was captured after the 
complaint, was released 
upon signing a document 
pledging not to repeat his 
actions. 

AIG Mir Abu Touhid said 
victims have to speak up to 
put an end to such crimes. 

But the reality is quite 
different. 

“In most of these cases, 
female victims just want 
a solution to the problem. 
But they want to share 
much information, hence 
opt not to take any legal 
action,” said Monira Nazmi 
Jahan, convener of the 
research cell of Cyber Crime 
Awareness Foundation. 

“The rampant culture 
of victim-blaming makes 
it even harder for them 
to share these issues. No 
matter who the offender is, 
the blame will always fall on 
the shoulders of a woman. 
This makes them an easy 
target in cyberspace,” 
explained Monira, also a 
senior lecturer of law at 
East West University. 

Monira suggested 
against the sharing of 
private content with anyone 
online and emphasised 
the importance of family 
support. 

“Without support from 
her family, a woman can’t 
carry a legal fight for long,” 
she said.

Uphold religious
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Ferdousi Majumdar; 
freedom fighter Dr Sarwar 
Ali; journalist Abed Khan; 
writer Selina Hossain; 
dancer Laila Hasan; Prof 
Abdus Selim; writer 
Mofidul Haque; Prof Shafi 
Ahmed, writer-journalist 
Shahriar Kabir; Nasiruddin 
Yousuff; Prof Muntassir 
Mamoon; theatre artist 
Sara Zaker; Shimul Yusuf; 
and journalist Haroon 
Habib.

Mega projects
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illegal stocks and prices 
of essential goods, taking 
advantage of the global 
inflation caused by the war 
and pandemic.

She said the government 
has taken measures to keep 
price-hike, illegal hoarding 
and market system of daily 
essentials under control.

Responding to a 
question from Awami 
League lawmaker Nur 
Uddin Chowdhury Nayan, 
Hasina said the government 
has a plan to construct an 
85-km inner circular road 

to ease Dhaka’s traffic 
congestion.

In reply to a question 
from AL lawmaker Md 
Mamunur Rashid Kiron, 
the PM said enactment of 
a law related to universal 
pension scheme and 
formation of an authority 
under the law are under 
process.

Answering a question 
from Jatiya Party lawmaker 
Rustum Ali Faraji, the PM 
said inflow of remittance 
is returning to the normal 
trend of pre-Covid 
situation.

DHAKA THURSDAY JUNE 16, 2022 

ASHAR 2, 1429 BS        4

Tk 10 lakh fine max
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being involved in illegal 
activities, he said. The Press 
Council’s current law does 
not provide punishment for 
journalists except rebuking 
them for wrongdoing, he 

added.
So, the Press Council 

Act, 1974 needs to be 
amended to punish the 
so-called journalists who 
are involved in criminal 
activities. 


