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Shun protests
Indian Muslim groups urge 
followers over anti-Islam 
comments
REUTERS, Mumbai

Leaders of prominent Islamic groups and mosques 
in India yesterday appealed to fellow Muslims to 
suspend plans for protests against derogatory 
remarks about the Prophet Mohammad (PBUH) 
made by two members of the ruling Hindu-
nationalist party. The message to avoid big 
gatherings was circulated after demonstrations 
took a violent turn last week.  “It is the duty of 
every Muslim to stand together when anyone 
belittles Islam but at the same time it is critical 
to maintain peace,” said Malik Aslam, a senior 
member of Jamaat-e-Islami Hind.

CRITICISM OVER CHINA

UN rights chief 
declines 2nd term
REUTERS, Geneva

The United Nations human rights chief, Michelle 
Bachelet, indicated yesterday that she would not 
seek a second term, the surprise announcement 
coming in a wide-ranging speech to the Geneva-
based Human Rights Council. Bachelet made 
a trip to China last month for which she was 
criticised by rights groups as well as some 
Western governments, including the United 
States, who said conditions Chinese authorities 
imposed on the visit did not enable a complete 
and independent assessment of the rights 
environment. 

Biden to travel 
to KSA, Israel 
next month
REUTERS, Washington

US President Joe Biden will 
travel to Saudi Arabia and 
Israel next month and the 
White House is planning 
to announce the trip this 
week, a source familiar 
with the planning said on 
Sunday.

Biden’s trip, which is 
expected to take place 
around mid-July, could 
include a meeting with 
Saudi Crown Prince 
Mohammed bin Salman, 
the source said.

A spokesperson for the 
National Security Council 
confirmed a Biden trip to 
Israel and Saudi Arabia 
was being planned. “We 
have no further trip details 
to confirm, but we will 
announce as soon as we 
do,” the spokesperson said.

The White House has 
said Biden feels that the 
crown prince is a “pariah” 
for his role in the killing 
of a political opponent, 
Washington Post journalist 
Jamal Khashoggi, in 
Turkey in 2018.

Police officers attempt to stop supporters of India’s main opposition Congress party as they attempt to reach 
the Enforcement Directorate office during a protest after party leader Rahul Gandhi was summoned by the 
Enforcement Directorate in a money laundering case, in Mumbai, India, yesterday.
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Grooms stand along with the gifts outside the wedding hall during a mass marriage ceremony in Kabul 
yesterday. Dozens of Afghan women concealed in thick green shawls were married off in an austere mass 
wedding in Kabul, in a ceremony attended by hundreds of guests and gun-toting Taliban fighters. PHOTO: AFP

Scientists map brain network 
linked to addiction
AFP, Paris

Researchers said yesterday they had 
mapped the network in the brain 
linked to addiction by studying 
long-time smokers who abruptly 
quit after suffering brain lesions.

They hope the research will give 
future treatments a target to aim 
for in the fight against addiction to 
a range of substances.

To find out where addiction 
resides in the brain, the researchers 
studied 129 patients who were daily 
smokers when they had a brain 
lesion.

While more than half kept on 
smoking as normal after getting 

the lesion, a quarter 
immediately quit 
without any problem 
-- even reporting an 
“absence of craving”, 
according to a new 
study in the journal 
Nature Medicine.

While the lesions 
of those who stopped 
smoking were not located 
in one specific region of the brain, 
they mapped them to a number 
of areas -- what they called the 
“addiction remission network”.

They found that a lesion that 
would cause someone to give up 
an addiction would probably affect 

parts of the brain like the 
dorsal cingulate, lateral 

prefrontal cortex and 
insula -- but not the 
medial prefrontal 
cortex.

To confirm 
their findings, the 

researchers studied 
186 lesion patients who 

completed an alcohol risk 
assessment.

They found that lesions in the 
patients’ addiction remission 
network also reduced the risk of 
alcoholism, “suggesting a shared 
network for addiction across these 
substances of abuse”, the study 
said.

World nuke arsenal 
set to grow

Say researchers as global tensions flare 
amid Russia’s war in Ukraine

AFP, Stockholm

The number of nuclear weapons 
in the world is set to rise in the 
coming decade after 35 years of 
decline as global tensions flare 
amid Russia’s war in 
Ukraine, researchers said 
yesterday.

The nine nuclear 
powers -- Britain, 
China, France, India, 
Israel, North Korea, 
Pakistan, the United 
States and Russia 
-- had 12,705 nuclear 
warheads in early 2022, 
or 375 fewer than in early 
2021, according to estimates 
by the Stockholm International 
Peace Research Institute (SIPRI).

The number has come down from 
a high of more than 70,000 in 1986, 
as the US and Russia have gradually 
reduced their massive arsenals built 
up during the Cold War.

But this era of disarmament 
appears to be coming to an end and 
the risk of a nuclear escalation is now 

at its highest point in the post-Cold 
War period, SIPRI researchers said.

“Soon, we’re going to get to the 
point where, for the first time since 
the end of the Cold War, the global 

number of nuclear weapons 
in the world could start 

increasing for the first 
time”, Matt Korda, one 

of the co-authors of 
the report, told AFP.

“That is really 
kind of dangerous 
territory.”

After a “marginal” 
decrease seen last 

year, “nuclear arsenals 
are expected to grow over 

the coming decade”, SIPRI 
said.
During the war in Ukraine, 

Russian President Vladimir Putin has 
on several occasions made reference 
to the use of nuclear weapons.

Meanwhile several countries, 
including China and Britain, are 
either officially or unofficially 
modernising or ramping up their 
arsenals, the research institute said.


