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The candidates keep getting richer
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“Among candidates of 
all posts, the number of 
people who didn’t pass 
their HSC decreased in the 
2017 election, which is a 
positive change,” he said.
EC HAS INHERENT 

POWER

Replying to a question, 
Badiul said the EC does 
not have any scope to 
express helplessness. It has 
the inherent power to take 
action against those who 
“dishonour” directives.

A day earlier, Chief 
Election Commissioner 

Kazi Habibul Awal said 
EC cannot do anything 
against a lawmaker if 
he “dishonours” the 
commission’s directives.

EC issued a letter to 
Cumilla’s Awami League 
lawmaker AKM Bahauddin 
to leave his constituency 
ahead of the polls, as the 
lawmaker had attended 
an election campaign, 
violating rules.

But the MP filed a case 
against the directive. The 
CEC then said EC cannot 
do anything until the court 
delivers a verdict.

Badiul said if anyone 
violates the code of 
conduct, EC has the power 
to take action against them. 
They can even cancel the 
candidacy of a candidate. It 
has to utilise its power.

SC stays case 
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proceedings against 
Yunus. The Department 
of Inspection for Factories 
and Establishments filed 
the case on September 9 
last year. A labour court on 
October 12 granted bail to 
Yunus in the case.

Inefficiency main
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to find health officials who 
are willing to be trained 
as skilled managers,” Dr 
Benazir Ahmed, former 
director of disease control 
at the health directorate, 
said at the event.

“Appointing more 
doctors will not be fruitful 
unless they are recruited at 
the union level permanently 
instead of the three-year-
long posting. They also 
need to be provided with 
residence, dispensary and 
other instruments in each 
union,” he added.  

To ensure the best use 
of the existing budgetary 
allocation, Dr Benazir 
proposed a comprehensive 
budget planning, which will 
be prepared in at least a six-
month-long collaboration 
among health officials, 
academicians and students 
before the budget.

Dr Rashed Al Mahmud 

Titumir, professor of 
development studies at 
Dhaka University, differed 
on the idea of forming 
a health commission to 
reform the sector.

“I want nothing but a 
doctor for every people. 
This is more important 
than forming a commission 
or any other plan,” said Dr 
Rashed.

Syed Abdul Hamid, 
professor of DU-IHE, said 
that the 12.64 percent 
increase in the budget is 
accounted for increment 
and inflation.

Rumana Haque, 
professor of economics at 
DU, proposed an allocation 
amounting to eight percent 
of the total budget for the 
health sector.

Students and teachers of 
the institute attended the 
event, presided over by Prof 
Sharmin Mobin Bhuiyan, 
IHE director.   

Flood situation
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their homes 2-5 feet under 
water. Delwar Hossain (60), 
a farmer from Kashiabari 
village in Jadurchar Union, 
said his crops on six acres of 
land have been submerged 
in the last two days. 

“If the water level 
continues to rise, we’ll 
have to leave our homes for 
shelter,” he said.

Aftab Uddin (65), 
another farmer from 

Char Shoulmari village, 
said they can’t even eat 
due to the floodwater in 
their homes and are yet to 
receive assistance from the 
administration .

Abdullah Al Mamun, 
executive engineer 
of Kurigram Water 
Development Board (WDB), 
said three rivers -- Kalur, 
Jinjiram and Dharani in 
Roumari -- had overflown 
due to upstream water 

coming from India’s Assam. 
Due to this, the flood 
situation is deteriorating 
and  flooding new areas in 
Roumari.

Roumari UNO Asharaful 
Alam Russel said, “An 
allocation of Tk 3 lakh has 
been made for distributing 
dry food among the flood-
affected people. The 
upazila administration is 
continuing to monitor the 
flood-hit areas.”

Women still carry
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represents a vast economic 
and competitive loss for 
any society.

The report says in 
terms of unpaid domestic 
services for household and 
family members, women 
aged between 25-59 spend 
5.2 hours a day, while men 
belonging to the same age 
group spend 0.6 hours.

In urban areas, women 
spend 4.4 hours and men 
spend 0.6 hours a day on 
such unpaid domestic 
services. In rural areas, the 
time women spend  4.7 
hours on such work, while 
men spend 0.6 hours.

It was also mentioned 
that women with no formal 
education spend 4.1 hours 
a day on such unpaid work. 
Women with primary 
education spend 4.9 
hours, while women with 
secondary education and 
above spend 4.9 hours and 
4.3 hours respectively.

About 96.21 percent of 
the houses surveyed use 
electricity.

As for cooking fuel, 
firewood is used by 49.44 
percent of the respondents, 

among whom 32.52 
percent live in urban areas 
and 55.55 percent in rural 
areas.

LP or natural gas is used 
by urban people nearly 
7 times more than rural 
people.

The survey found 
that 72.74 percent of 
respondents could afford a 
mobile phone. Only 59.92 
percent of women own 
a phone, while for men, 
the percentage is 86.10 
percent. 

A total of 28.06 percent 
of respondents are internet 
users, among whom, 35.15 
percent are men and 21.25 
percent are women.

The report says the issue 
of “unpaid domestic work” 
has a tremendous gendered 
impact, especially on 
women, in Bangladesh’s 
context.

It recommends that 
holistically, there is a need 
for multi-pronged policies 
to address the needs of 
women belonging to 
different strata of society in 
Bangladesh.  

Read the full version 
online. 

JU on path to waste
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(DPP) of the latest plan 
contains no mention of 
this existing building. It 
only talks about the older 
administrative building 
and asks Tk 152.80 crore to 
build a new one.

Regarding this, eminent 
economist Prof Anu 
Muhammad said, “If the 
authorities build the new 
building, around Tk 100 
crore would go down the 
drain. They can’t just do 
this whimsically. JU can 
just complete construction 
of the existing building.” 

Not mentioning that 
construction of one part of 
the existing building was 
finished in 2016 in the DPP 
is tantamount to hiding 
information, he added.

“Obscuring facts like 
this is unacceptable. 
They should’ve disclosed 
everything from the 
beginning, but we have 
been kept in the dark about 

all the work. Opinions of 
stakeholders were also not 
taken at that time,” Anu 
said.

Besides, without 
creating a definite 
masterplan, authorities are 
building and demolishing 
structures as per their wish. 
Due to this, crores are being 
wasted, stakeholders said.

The university’s library is 
facing a similar fate. Instead 
of completing construction 
of the existing structure, 
authorities have decided to 
build a new one. This will 
cost Tk 101 crore.

Asked about all this, 
Vice Chancellor Prof Nurul 
Alam, “I do not want to 
comment on this matter, 
as I was not involved with 
these matters when the 
decisions were taken.”

Former vice chancellor 
Farzana Islam could not 
be reached for comments, 
despite repeated efforts.

At taxpayers’ expense!
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Failure to submit the 
pay-order will result in 
suspension of their visa 
process. Their potential 
flight will be operated from 
July 7. 

The government officials 
and employees who are on 
the list will receive their 
salaries and allowances in 
the local currency from 
their respective workplaces 
during their stay in Saudi 
Arabia. Reviewing the list, 
it was seen that at least 

150 people are leaders and 
activists of Awami League, 
its like-minded parties, 
or family members of the 
activists. 

The ministry on May 11 
announced two categories 
of hajj packages (1 and 2). 
The packages depend on 
the distance between the 
pilgrims’ hotels and Masjid 
al-Haram. According to 
the bilateral agreement 
between Bangladesh 
and Saudi Arabia, 57,585 
Bangladeshis will be able 

to perform hajj this year, 
likely to be held on July 
8 depending on moon 
sighting.  

Of the total pilgrims, 
4,000 will perform 
hajj under government 
management and the rest 
under private agencies. 

In 2019, around 1.27 
lakh Bangladeshis were 
allowed to perform hajj. 
Due to pandemic, the 
congregation was held on a 
limited scale in the last two 
years. 

Why only 25
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suspended in September 
2018 for allegations of 
corruption and forced 
labour. 

Bangladesh’s recruiting 
agencies in general also 
protested any syndication 
of agents, arguing that 
it leads to manipulation, 
corruption and labour 
exploitation. 

Santiago said 
Bangladeshi recruitment 
agencies are saying that 
the 25 agencies selected 
are controlled by one 
guy called “Datuk Seri 
Mohd Amin Abdul Nor”.
Bangladeshi-born Amin 
has been accused multiple 
times of allegedly being 
behind a syndicate that 
is said to monopolise the 
recruitment of Bangladeshi 
workers to Malaysia.

“It is up to the minister 
to clarify how these 25 
agencies will solve the 
problem. This issue has 
been dilly-dallied long 
enough, and it’s being 
done at the expense of the 
people and the country,” he 
told Malay Mail on June 12. 

Meanwhile, Beyond 
Borders Malaysia President 
Mahi Ramakrishnan said 
Saravanan owes it to the 
public and stakeholders to 
provide a clarification on 
how the selection of the 25 
recruitment agencies was 
conducted.

Adrian Pereira, founder 
of North-South Initiative, 
a rights based NGO in 
Kuala Lumpur, said if there 
are companies that have 
better practices, in line 
with International Labour 
Organisation markers, why 
they would be stopped 
from recruiting. 
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Patterns have evolved
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to Bangladesh,” they 
would claim, followed by 
the routine of fraudulent 
customs activities.

The crimes don’t just stop 
at blackmailing, extortion 
and embezzlement. They 
now branch from question 
leak to sexual harassment 
and trafficking to initiating 
riots and clashes as well.

Recently, a syndicate 
used WhatsApp to leak 
the questions papers and 
solutions of a recruitment 
exam taken by Directorate 
of Secondary and Higher 
Education (DSHE), which 
was held at 61 centres in 
Dhaka on May 13.

“Fake news spread 
rapidly in our country for 
our proactiveness on social 
media, making way for 
crimes that are horrendous 
in nature,” said CTTC 
official Mishuk Chakma.

On March 12, three 
people were killed and 
several others were injured 
in a clash in Shommania 
union under Gazipur’s 
Kapasia, centring on 
a comment made on 
Facebook. Around 28 
arrests were made between 
May 2021 to March 2022 
for crimes conducted using 
TikTok, a popular social 
media platform. 

The patterns noticed 
in crimes using TikTok 
suggest that the targets are 
mostly girls who were lured 
in with promises of TikTok 
stardom. Once the victims 
agreed to their proposal, 
meetings are arranged. The 
rest is a story of horrifying 
torture and trauma. 

Victims in such cases 
have been found to be 
sexually harassed, raped 
and trafficked to India. 

Organised trafficking 
syndicates have trafficked 
at least 50 girls to the 
neighbouring country 
and the Middle East, 
luring them via social 
media platforms, said law 
enforcers.

Officials working at the 
Cyber Police Centre (CPC) 
of Criminal Investigation 
Department  said just 
a couple of years ago, 
they used to receive 
around 1,500 cybercrime 
complaints every month on 
an average. 

The number has now 
risen to 2,500. 

Admitting the gravity 
of the situation, SM 
Ashraful Alam, special 
superintendent of 
CPC (Investigation and 
Operation) of CID, said 
cybercrimes are increasing 
in recent times. 

“Majority of these 
crimes are related to 
social media, e-commerce 
and f-commerce. We are 
still thankful that crimes 
depending on advanced 
technology are still not 
taking place in the country 
on a large scale,” he said.

Md Tawohidul Haque, 
assistant professor of the 
Institute of Social Welfare 
and Research at Dhaka 
University, said a large 
number of people, who are 
victims of cybercrime, do 
not report to law enforcers 
due to the social stigma 
associated with such 
crimes. He blamed the 
lack of awareness among 
users for the rising trend in 
cybercrimes. 

“The complaints are 
made only when there is 
no other option left for 
the victims. By analysing 
different media reports 
and data, it can be said 
the numbers are indeed 
rising,” he said.   

CRIME BASED VICTIMS

SUBJECT PERCENTAGE

Facebook ID Hacked  19

E-mail ID Hacked  1

Fake ID  15

Sextortion  15

Mobile Banking  22

Other Harassment  28


