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Inter-district robber
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The gang has recently 
looted a microbus from 
Faridpur and a paddy 
truck from Boalmari Police 
Station area, said a DB 
official, wishing anonymity. 

Before these cases, 
Aslam was also a wanted 
criminal in 17 other cases. 
Among other arrestees, 
Makbul was a wanted 
criminal in three cases and 
Rafiq in four. 

Renew Odhikar’s
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allegations of violation 
of constitutional 
rights, particularly 
forced disappearance, 
extrajudicial killings and 
tortures, are very important 
for the victims and their 
near and dear ones as 
well as all the citizens of 
the country,” they said in 
the statement. “We have 
noted with anxiety that the 
NGO Affairs Bureau has 
decided not to renew the 
registration of ‘Odhikar’. 
As the government is 
being criticised at home 
and abroad for different 
incidents of extreme 
human rights violation, 
its decision about Odhikar 
will issue a damaging 
message, increase the panic 
in the mind of people about 
forced disappearance, 
killing and torture and will 
indicate a new threat for 
the proactive human rights 
organisations,” it added. 

The signatories 
are: former caretaker 
government advisers 
Sultana Kamal, Rasheda 
K Chowdhury; Dr 
Zafrullah Chowdhury 
of Gonoshasthaya 
Kendra; rights activist 
Hamida Hossain; Prof 
Anu Muhammad; Dr 
Iftekharuzzaman; former 
cabinet secretary Ali Imam 
Majumder; Sara Hossain; 
Dr Faustina Pereira; Dr 
Samina Luthfa; Dr Asif 
Nazrul; Syeda Rizwana 
Hasan; Prof Tasnim 
Siddiqui; Supreme Court 
lawyers Shahdeen Malik, 

Barrister Jyotirmoy Barua 
and Subrata Chowdhury; 
Tabarok Hossain; Prof 
Swapan Adnan, Prof 
Robayet Ferdous; Dr 
Shahnaz Huda; Dr Sumaiya 
Khair; researcher Beena 
D’Costa; photographer 
Shahidul Alam; rights 
activists Shirin Huq, Nur 
Khan Liton, Arup Rahee, 
Rahnuma Ahmed, Rezaur 
Rahman Lenin, Naser 
Bakhtiar Ahmed, Hana 
Shams Ahmed, Ejajul 
Islam, Professor Parvin 
Hasan, researcher Saydia 
Gulrukh and Rozina 
Begum; Jahangirnagar 
University’s Nasrin 
Khandker; Chattogram 
University’s Mydul Islam 
and Mayer Dak’s organiser 
Sanjida Islam.  

Nazrul memorial
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said Sahan Shah, a visitor 
at the Kazir Shimla centre.

Mohammad Rajon, 
an ex-student of Jatiya 
Kabi Kazi Nazrul Islam 
University in Trishal, said 
the centres should be 
upgraded so that they can 
become a hub of cultural 
activities and research 
centre.

According to officials at 
the centres, the National 
Museum and Nazrul 
Institute in the capital 
have a rich collection of 
the poet’s memorabilia. 
The centres could be 

enriched through proper 
coordination between 
the authorities of the two 
institutions.

C o n t a c t e d , 
Akhtaruzzaman Mondol, 
assistant director (in-
charge) of the centres, 
said they are trying to 
enrich those with required 
support.

The official said a year-
long training course on 
“Nazrul’s Shudhha Sur and 
Bani”, conducted by Nazrul 
Institute, has been running 
at both the centres, with 
a view to preserve the 
originality of Nazrul songs.

Toxic smoke
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about 130 feet, so no crops 
were damaged by his brick 
kiln. “Normally crops get 
damaged for the low-height 
of chimneys,” he said.  

Contacted, Sanjay 
Kumar Paul, upazila 
agriculture officer in 
Mirzapur, said farmers 
informed him of the 
matter.

The field level agriculture 
officers have already 
visited the crop fields in 
the areas concerned. They 
will submit a report in this 
regard soon. 

“I’ll also visit the area 
to assess the damages and 
later send the report to the 
UNO,” he added. 

They can’t legally
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“We have skimmed through 
the laws and found that 
they cannot publish any 
such contents according 
to the subsection 2,4, and 
6 of section two of National 
Online Mass Media Policy 
2017,” he said. 

In the digital age, 
providing relevant video 
clips with news is not a 
violation of the rules, but 
the policy does not approve 
of broadcasting talk shows 
or news bulletins at all, he 

said.
The online versions 

of the newspaper were 
registered without any 
investigation on the 
condition that the news 
published in the newspaper 
would be published online, 
he said.

“If ATCO gives a 
written objection in this 
regard, we will inform the 
authorities concerned by 
mentioning the sections 
and subsections of the law,” 
said the minister.

Back pain
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sleeping on hard surfaces.”
Ariful Islam, assistant 

professor of Rheumatology, 
and Dr Tarikul Islam, 
assistant professor 
of Physical Medicine, 
presented keynotes at the 
seminar. It was moderated 
by Dr Shadullah Sabuj, 
associate professor of 
neurology.  

Over 68pc suspects
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AC Nazmul said they have 
noticed a paradigm shift 
in militant activities in 
the country after 2007, 
with the emergence of Al-
Qaeda-inspired militant 
outfit Ansar Al Islam 
Bangladesh and Islamic 
State-inspired outfit Neo 
JMB.

According to the CTTC 
research report, around 
73.2 percent of arrestees 
were from a general 
education background, 
while 23 percent were 
from madrasa education 
and only 2.1 percent from 
vocational background. 

Among them, around 
1.6 percent have no 
educational background.

“Among the arrestees, 
46 percent were university 
graduates,” said Nazmul. 

AC Nazmul also 
mentioned that in recent 
times they have seen a 
sharp decline in militant 
attacks in the country. No 
such attack has taken place 
in 2021. 

However, militants have 
an active presence on social 
media. “A special team is 
monitoring their social 
media activities 24/7,” said 
the official. 

Mirza Mehedi Tamal, 
president of CRAB, presided 
over the workshop, while 
Md Asaduzzaman, chief of 
the CTTC unit, was present 
as chief guest.

In his welcome speech, 
Mahfuzual Islam, deputy 
commissioner of CTTC, 
said police can’t deal with 
militancy alone.

“We have already taken 
steps and provided training 
to different stakeholders, 
such as teachers, students 
and local representatives,” 
he said.

CTTC has organised 
training programmes in 
42 districts out of 64 in the 
country so far.

Asaduzzaman said due 
to continuous intel-led 
operations, no terrorist 
incidents have taken place 
in 2021.

The rebirth
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Azam said, “There are 
trenches under the walkway 
to hold rainwater. The 
water stored in the trench 
is being used for field care 
and other purposes.”

 The entire area is open 
to all. The lighting system 
of the park illuminates the 
entire place at night. 

Rafiq Azam is also 
helping out the city 
corporation to maintain 
the park properly. “I do this 
out of my own goodwill,” 
he said. 

Contacted, local 
ward councillor Hasibur 
Rahman Manik said four 
dedicated staffers are 
maintaining the park. 
“Architect Rafiq Azam 
bears most of the expenses 
for that. I am also trying 
to assist him. Besides, city 
corporation cleaners are 
also helping to maintain 
the park.”  
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Move to return
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The ambassador said no 
decision has been made yet 
regarding opening of new 
visas. “We are working on 
that.”

It was announced that 
the sponsors who are trying 
to bring their stranded 161 
Bangladeshi workers back 
to Bahrain can follow the 
prescribed procedure to 
avoid facing the difficulties 
in the e-visa platform.

The sponsors who have 
business accounts with the 
immigration can directly 
use the e-visa platform, 
said the embassy.

The sponsors who do not 
have a business account 
with the immigration can 
apply for a visit visa in 
person with the necessary 
documents on behalf of 
their workers.  

Calligraphy on display at the Turkish embassy in the capital as part of a 
competition organised by Youth Opportunities. The prize giving ceremony of the 
contest titled “City Islamic presents In search of Islamic Calligraphy” was held at 
the embassy yesterday. Turkish Ambassador Mustafa Osman Turan was present 
as the chief guest. Sheikh Mohammad Maroof, additional managing director and 
CBO, the City Bank, and Kemal Burak Temizel, deputy head of mission, Turkey, 
were special guests. Emrah Karaca, country manager of Turkish Airlines, was the 
felicitator. Besides, the Turkish embassy, Turkish Airlines, The Daily Star and The 
Daily Samakal were the partners of this competition. 
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Need to unite
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“We have already started 
our work but the agenda 
needs to be national. 
We are trying to engage 
universities, filmmakers 
and Bangladeshi diaspora 
communities,” he added. 

Shahriar Alam said they 
will provide all kinds of 
support needed to get the 
due recognition from the 
UN. 

VC Prof Akhtaruzzaman; 
Pro-VC (Administration) 
Prof Muhammad Samad; 
Director of Centre for 
Genocide Studies Prof 
Imtiaz Ahmed; Ekushey 
Padak winning journalist 
Ajay Dasgupta; Trustee of 
Liberation War Museum 
Mofidul Haque; prominent 
directors Kawsar 
Chowdhury and Tanvir 
Mokammel; DU professors 
MM Akash and Nizamul 
Haque Bhuiyan; were 
present at the meeting. 

Activist Bikash Roy 
Chowdhury and researcher 
Tawheed R Noor joined it 
virtually. 


