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Fire breaks 
out in ferry
OUR CORRESPONDENT, 
Munshiganj

Fire broke out in one of the 
cabins of a moving ferry 
on the Padma river early 
yesterday.

However, no casualties 
were reported in the 
incident, said Faisal 
Ahmed, manager at 
BIWTC Shimulia Ghat.

The incident took 
place on the ferry Begum 
Rokeya around 5:15am 
while it was crossing the 
river with 35-40 vehicles 
to go to Majhikandi Ghat 
of Shariatpur. The blaze 
erupted in a locked cabin 
beside the ferry’s canteen. 

He said the staff doused 
the blaze. The source of the 
fire is still unknown. 

The ferry eventually 
reached its destination, he 
added. 

‘It’s not 
monkeypox’
Say doctors about 
Chuadanga woman

UNB, Chuadanga

A 60-year-old woman who 
was sent to Chuadanga 
Sadar Hospital with 
blisters has not been tested 
positive for monkeypox.

Dr Abul Hossain, head 
of a three-member medical 
board formed in this 
regard, confirmed it to the 
news agency.

He said, “The woman 
might have got the 
blisters as side effects of 
any medicine she was 
taking. She will be kept 
under observation until 
recovery.”

The woman is from 
Bhandardaha village. The 
medical board collected 
her samples for testing 
yesterday after she was 
brought there on Friday.  

CID seizes 7 DVRs 
from container depot
STAFF CORRESPONDENT, Ctg

BM Container Depot was monitored 
by 118 closed-circuit television 
cameras, and their data were stored 
in seven digital video recording (DVR) 
machines. 

For investigation purposes, 
Criminal Investigation Department 
(CID) went to the depot and seized the 
DVR machines yesterday.

An investigation team, led by CID 
Inspector Mohammad Sharif, visited 
the damaged IT room of the depot in 
the morning, and took the machines.

However, sources in CID said the 
explosion completely destroyed the IT 
room, and so, CID is not sure whether 
any information can be retrieved from 
the machines.

Contacted, Shanewaz Khaled, 
superintendent of police (CID), 
Chattogram, said Sitakunda Police 
Station is investigating the incident, 
while CID is assisting it.

Meanwhile, work for removing 
debris and clearing the place is 
ongoing at the site. 

Depot authorities are doing 
this with their own workforce and 
equipment. 

They said removing the burnt 
debris and making the depot fully 
operational will take some time. 

Contacted, Maj (retd) Shamsul 
Haider Siddique, general manager of 
BM Container Depot, said all footage 
from the 118 cameras have been 
destroyed due to the blast.

Besides, Shamsul said cheques of 
compensation, which the company 
pledged for families of the deceased 
and injured, will be distributed on 
Tuesday through Chattogram’s 
deputy commissioner.

Meanwhile, 98 injured people were 
undergoing treatment in different 
hospitals of Dhaka and Chattogram 
yesterday, said sources in Chattogram 
civil surgeon’s office.

A girl covers her eyes as she heads home from Khulna’s Abu Naser Intersection. With just a little gush of wind, the area’s 
accumulated dust pollutes the air, causing much peril to commuters. This photo was taken recently. 
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Mother, daughter 
die as truck hits 
bike in Kushtia
STAR REPORT

Three people were killed and 19 injured in 
road accidents in two districts on Friday night, 
according to reports from our correspondents.

In Kushtia, a woman and her 12-year-old 
daughter were killed and her husband was 
injured when a truck hit their motorbike in 
Kumarkhali upazila.

Amena Khatun (38) and her daughter Joya 
died on the spot, said police.

Her husband, Sohrab Hossain, broke his 
right arm and was admitted to Kushtia General 
Hospital, said Kumarkhali Police Station Officer-
in-Charge Kamruzzaman Talukder.

The OC said Sohrab was returning home from 
his in-law’s house with his wife and daughter 
on the motorcycle. Around 9:00pm, a truck hit 
their motorcycle from behind at Alauddin Nagar 
intersection, he added.

The trucker managed to flee the scene with the 
truck, said the police officer.

In Dinajpur, an engineer of the Local 

SEE PAGE 4 COL 4

FM MIZANUR RAHAMAN, Ctg

Just 250 yards from BM Container Depot, Abul Kalam, 
who’s in his 60s, lives with his kids and grandchildren 
in Sitakunda’s Keshabpur area, locally known as 
Mollapara.

After the explosion on Saturday night, the 
whole house was shaken to the core. 

One of the ceiling-fans fell off and the 
television was badly damaged. Since 
then, the whole family hasn’t been able 
to stop panicking. 

It’s not just this family. Inhabitants 
of area are still reeling from the 
deadly blast. The houses there now 
carry marks of the deadly incident. 

Locals are so concerned for their 
safety that many have decided to move 
to a different place. 

“My little grandson has been shocked 
and frightened ever since the incident. We’re 
very concerned. I’m sending him to our village,” 
Kalam told The Daily Star.

“You’ve probably never felt the shock we did during 
the incident,” he said.

Belal Uddin (40), who runs an eatery shop near the 
depot, said, “On Saturday, I was right there, sitting 

at my shop, watching labourers and firefighters 
frantically trying to douse the fire.” 

“Suddenly, the blast rocked the whole area, 
shattering windows panes and destroying tin-shed 
houses,” he recounted.

“After the incident, we left the area and took shelter 
at a relative’s home. Around 60 percent of locals 

are not here anymore. They fear a similar 
incident might occur,” he said.

This correspondent visited several 
spots in Mollapara and witnessed the 
aftermath. Shutters of shops have 
been deformed and window panes 
remain shattered. The shock-wave 
was so strong that even balcony 

grilles fell off.
Places where labourers used to live 

are now padlocked. Neighbours said 
the workers left the spot after the blast.
Maruf Hossain, a resident, told The Daily 

Star, “Besides my room, several staffers of the 
depot used to live. After the incident, they left the place 
and have not returned.”

Md Alamgir Hossain, another resident, said, “The air 
was full of chemicals that night. After the blast, uncles 
here, using the mosque’s loudspeakers, told us to leave 
the area to save our lives.”

BM CONTAINER DEPOT EXPLOSION

Locals still reeling 
from the shock

The locals of Sitakunda’s Keshabpur area are living in constant fear ever since the BM Depot explosion occurred. 
The blast’s impact was so harsh that it left shop shutters deformed and window panes shattered even 250 yards 
away. Many locals, concerned for the safety of their lives, have left the area for good. The photos were taken 
recently. PHOTO: STAR


