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Save CHT forests 
to protect 
biodiversity
Experts tell seminar
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

To conserve the country’s biodiversity, efforts must 
be taken to protect the forests of Chattogram Hill 
Tracts (CHT), said speakers at a seminar.

They said this at a seminar titled “Priorities 
of Forest landscape Restoration and Biodiversity 
Conservation in The Chattogram Hill Tracts” 
organised by Arannayk Foundation on Wednesday.

According to the foundation data, CHT accounts 
for about 10 percent of the country’s total land 
area. Only one 
percent of the total 
population live 
there.

The forest is now 
severely degraded 
due to multiple 
factors, including 
jhum cultivation, 
overharvesting, 
change in land 
use and lack of 
sustainable forest 
management, said speakers.

“To conserve the wildlife and greater biodiversity, 
we must protect CHT from the multiple threats it is 
facing,” said Ishtiaq Sobhan, senior environmental 
specialist of the World Bank. 

Satellite data from 2000 to 2015 suggest that 
the rate of deforestation and degradation is much 
higher in CHT than in the rest of the country, said 
Md Amir Hossain Chowdhury, chief conservator 
of the department.   

Analysing satellite 
data from 2000 to 

2015, it was noticed 
that the rate  of 

deforestation and 
forest degradation 
is much higher in 
CHT than the rest 

of the country.

Bangladesh- 
India bus 
service 
resumes today
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

After remaining suspended for over two years 
due to the pandemic, the bus service between 
Bangladesh and India will resume today.

Tazul Islam, chairman of Bangladesh Road 
Transport Corporation (BRTC), confirmed this to 
The Daily Star yesterday.

Except the Dhaka-Sylhet-Shillong-Guwahati-
Dhaka route, services on four other routes will 
resume from tomorrow and the first bus will start 
from Motijheel at 7:00am, he added.

The development came after the rail service 
between the two countries resumed on May 29.

Both bus and train services were suspended 
in March 2020, when the coronavirus hit 
Bangladesh.

Before suspension of services, buses were 
operated on five cross-border routes: Dhaka-
Kolkata-Dhaka, Dhaka-Agartala-Dhaka, 
Dhaka-Sylhet-Shillong-Guwahati-Dhaka, 
Agartala-Dhaka-Kolkata-Agartala, and Dhaka-
Khulna-Kolkata-Dhaka.

Discussion over resumption of bus service 
came to the fore after both the countries decided 
to resume train service.

Suvenker Ghosh Rakesh, managing director 
of Shyamoli NR Travels, said they are all set to 
resume services from June 10. 

The discussion over the operation of fifth route 
is also going on, said a BRTC official.

‘Pay up, or you’ll end 
up like Tipu’

People connected with the AL leader getting 
threatening calls

SHAHEEN MOLLAH and 
MOHAMMAD JAMIL KHAN

Just a week before Eid-ul-Fitr, a 
businessman, who has shops at 
the capital’s AGB colony kitchen 
market, received a call from an 
internet-generated number.

The caller, without disclosing 
his identity, claimed that he was 
calling from Dubai.

“You have to pay up if you 
want to continue your business. 
Or else, your fate will be like that 
of Jahidul Islam Tipu,” he said.

Tipu, former general secretary 
of Motijheel Awami League (AL), 
was shot dead by unidentified 
assailants on March 24. To add to 
that tragedy, Samia Afran Jamal 
Prity (22), a rickshaw passenger, 
got hit by a stray bullet and died.

After the call, the businessman 
was terrified and contemplated 
shutting down his shop. 

The shops  have been closed 
ever since Eid.

“My life is more important 
than money,” he said on June 1, 
seeking anonymity out of fear. 

“Tipu had a bodyguard and 
yet got killed. We don’t have that 
kind of support, so we have to 
think about our life first,” he said.

He has filed a GD with 
Motijheel Police Station.

This is not a one-off incident. 
Businesspeople in Motijheel area, 
especially those who were well-
connected with Tipu, are getting 
such calls since the murder, 
according to local ruling party 
leaders and traders. 

At least seven GDs have been 
filed by traders of Motijheel for 
such threats, they said. 

They claimed that those who 
are making the threats are the 
planners of Tipu’s murder.

Abdul Ahad, deputy 

commissioner of Motijheel 
police, told this newspaper on 
June 4 that several GDs were 
filed in this connection, and they 
have forwarded the complaints to 
police’s Detective Branch (DB), as 
it is investigating Tipu’s murder.

Asked about the traders’ 
security, Ahad said police 
patrolling has been increased.

Of the complaints, this 
newspaper has managed 
to collect three. One of the 
complaints was filed by Tipu’s 
wife Farhana Islam Doly, also a 
ward councillor, on April 1.

According to the complaint, 
around 6:17pm on April 1, Doly 
received a phone call from the 
number 72972823.

“Are you Doly?” the caller 

asked. “Yes,” she replied and 
asked for the caller’s identity.

Without answering, the caller 
asked, “Where do you stay?”

She asked for the caller’s 
identity again, and he replied, 
“I’m Tomal. I’m calling from 
Dubai. You shouldn’t have 
mentioned my name to police,” 
the complaint read.

Earlier on March 25 and 30, 
Doly got calls from the same 
number, asking for her address.

“Now, I feel really unsafe,” Doly 
mentioned in the GD.

Talking to these 
correspondents at her residence 
on May 30, Doly said law 

enforcers have arrested some 
people over the murder, but 
investigation remains stalled.

“Now, planners of Tipu’s 
murder are threatening me to 
back away from the case. But I 
won’t do that,” she said.

Asked about all this, Rifat 
Rahman Shamim, deputy 
commissioner of DB’s Motijheel 
division, told The Daily Star that 
investigation is underway.

The investigators earlier 
claimed that Tipu was murdered 
by his political and underworld 
rivals to establish supremacy 
at Motijheel. They mentioned 
Sumon Shikder Musa, who is 
believed to have connections 
with underworld gangs, as the 
murder’s mastermind.

The killing was planned three 
to four months back, with a 
contract of Tk 15 lakh.

Musa received the money and 
went to Dubai on March 12. From 
there, he coordinated and hired 
hitmen, claimed law enforcers.

Police said Musa has been 
arrested in Oman. A police team 
brought him to Dhaka from 
Oman on June 9. Six people have 
so far been arrested in the case. 

Detectives said Musa’s arrest 
will be a vital breakthrough in 
investigating the extortion calls 
and the murder.

A trader filed a complaint 
against Musa with Motijheel 
Police Station on April 10.

As per the complaint, a call 
came from +882391, and the 
caller identified himself as Musa.

The caller then asked for 
money. When the businessman 
refused, he made threats. 

About the arrest, Doly said, 
“Law enforcers arrested Musa. 
But, I think there is someone 
behind him.”

Detectives said the 
arrest of Musa, the 

prime suspect, will be 
a vital breakthrough 
in investigating the 

extortion calls and the 
murder.   

Two killed in road 
accident
OUR CORRESPONDENT, Jhenidah

Two people were killed after a pickup and truck collided 
on Jhenidah-Kushtia highway early yesterday.

The deceased are pickup driver Billal Hossain (45) and 
his helper Khokon Mia (25), said police. 

Sanjoy Kumar Debnath, fire service official in 
Shailakupa upazila, said the pickup, on its way to 
Barishal, hit a truck from behind at Chandpur. 

Billal and Khokon were declared dead at a local health 
complex. The bodies were sent for autopsy.  

31 more 
hospitalised 
with dengue
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

At least 31 people with dengue fever were admitted to 
hospitals in the country during 24 hours till 8:00am 
yesterday. Only three were from outside the capital.

With the new cases, total number of dengue patients 
rose to 510 this year, according to the Directorate 
General of Health Services. Among them, 83 
are still undergoing treatment.

A total of 427 patients 
have recovered and 
released from hospitals.

Warning the two 
city corporations of 
a major outbreak 
of dengue virus 
this year, experts 
suggested the 
corporations take 
extensive measures 
to control the Aedes 
mosquitoes.

Dhaka is at risk of a 
major dengue outbreak this year 
compared to the last couple of years, as clear, stagnant 
water, the breeding ground for Aedes mosquitoes, at 
under-construction buildings is abundant this time 
around.

The situation came to light after the DGHS conducted 
a pre-monsoon survey between March 23 and April 4.

The survey found three Dhaka South City Corporation 
wards to be at “high risk” and 10 at “medium risk” of an 
outbreak. Nine wards in Dhaka North City Corporation 
are at medium risk.  

SAVAR ROAD CRASH

Another scientist dies
OUR CORRESPONDENT, Savar

Another scientist from 
Bangladesh Atomic Energy 
Commission (BAEC) -- who was 
injured in a road accident on 
Dhaka-Aricha highway -- died at 
Combined Military Hospital in 
Dhaka early yesterday.

The deceased is scientific officer Farhana Islam.
The death toll currently stands at six. On June 

5, a Safe Line Paribahan lost control and hit three 
vehicles, including a BAEC bus. The driver of the 
Safe Line Paribahan bus and four BAEC staffers 
were killed. Twenty others were injured.

Police are yet to make any arrests in this 
connection.

“The bus has no road permit and legal 
document. We are trying to find the current owner 
of the bus,” said SI Golam Mostofa of Savar Highway 
Police Station. 


