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CTG DEPOT FIRE

Owners not
sued by cops

8 depot oflicials made
accused in case
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Police yesterday sued eight officials of the fire ravaged
BM Container Depot for negligence but left out the
owners of the depot.

A fire at the depot on Saturday night claimed 45 lives
and left over 200 people with injuries.

Of the officials accused, some suffered injuries in
the blasts that took place after the fire broke out, depot
staffers said.

According to its website, the BM Container Dept Ltd
is a Netherlands-Bangladesh joint venture of which Bert
Pronk is the chairman and Mostafizur Rahman is the
managing director.

Mostafizur is the brother of Mujibur Rahman, a depot
director and treasurer of Chattogram South unit Awami
League.

Sub-inspector Ashraf Siddique of Sitakunda Model
Police Station filed the case against the officials and some
unspecified number of unnamed people early yesterday.

Inspector (investigation) Suman Banik was made the

SEE PAGE 6 COL 6 the situation under control. Story on Page 2.
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Ambassador in Dhaka from 2.78 percent of Gross Domestic The speakers demanded that the
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election is the job of the spending on children gradually over their rights.
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Containers with hazardous chemicals and other inflammable materials have been lying at the
Chattogram Port yard for years. Port officials had quite a scare when smoke billowed from an acid-
loaded container on Tuesday, around three days after the BM depot blaze. Firefighters were able to bring
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Padma Bridge
will be open to
trafhic June 26

Says Obaidul Quader

STAFF CORRESPONDENT
The Padma Bridge will be opened to traffic on
June 26, a day after its inauguration.

“Remember, vehicles would not be allowed
on the Padma Bridge on June 25. Vehicular
movement will start from 6:00am on June 26,”
Road Transport and Bridges Minister Obaidul
Quader said yesterday.

He added that people might be allowed
to walk on the bridge for a certain time on
inauguration day. “But it is not certain yet.”

Quader was exchanging views on the
inauguration with public representatives of
the southern region at the Bangabandhu
International Conference Centre in the capital.

Earlier in the meeting, Prime Minister
Sheikh Hasina in a message directed Awami
League leaders and activists to remain alert on
that day.

AL Organising Secretary Mirza Azam read
out the premier’s message.

SEE PAGE 6 COL 5
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inauguration
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ENFORCED DISAPPEARANCES
‘A campaign

to malign the
government’

Bangladesh writes to
UN Working Group

ZYMA ISLAM

The government of Bangladesh has written to
the United Nations arguing that it is “unlawful to
arbitrarily consider any missing [person’s| case as
enforced disappearance”.

It sent the correspondence to the Office of the
High Commissioner for Human Rights (OHCHR)
on May 12, addressing the Working Group on
Enforced or Involuntary Disappearances.

“The government noticed that there has been a
tendency for quite some time to label all cases of
missing [pereomj as ‘enforced disappearances’,”
the letter read, adding that the legal system of
Bangladesh does not have any terminology called
“enforced disappearance” but rather criminalises
anyone, including law enforcement officials,
participating in “kidnappings” or “abduction”.

“This is done [using the term ‘enforced
disappearances’| with the obvious intention of

SEE PAGE 6 COL 1

KILLINGS OF AL LEADER, STUDENT
Key accused to

be brought back
from Oman today

SHARIFUL ISLAM

A police team is scheduled
to reach Dhaka from Oman
in the morning today with
Sumon Shikder Musa, a key
suspect of the murders of

a city Awami League leader
and a college student in late
March. Musa

It was his phone calls
that led the royal Oman police to Musa, said a top
official of Dhaka Metropolitan Police (DMP).

The 43-year-old suspect made several calls to
some businessmen close to the slain AL leader
Jahidul Islam Tipu and asked them for money
early last month.

This let the law enforcers in Dhaka know that
he made the calls from Oman where he entered
from the UAE on May 8, said a top DMP official.

The Bangladesh chapter of Interpol then gave
the phone number to its counterpart in Oman
and informed it about the matter. “Iracking his
number, Oman police arrested him on May 12,”
said the official, wishing anonymity.

Acknowledging Musa’s arrest, the Interpol
desk of Oman police (National Central Bureau,
Muscat) wrote to NCB, Dhaka to take back Musa,
prompting the Police Headquarters to send
a three-member team, headed by Additional
Deputy Commissioner (DB Motijheel) Shahidur
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