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ANTI-MUSLIM REMARKS

India tightens 
security after al-

Qaeda threat
REUTERS, Lucknow

India tightened public security yesterday after the 
circulation of a letter warning of Islamist militant 
attacks to avenge derogatory remarks about the Prophet 
Mohammad (PBUH) by an official of the ruling Hindu 
nationalist party.

Several Indian media groups shared the June 6 
letter attributed to al-Qaeda’s branch in the Indian 
subcontinent (AQIS). A federal home ministry official 
said intelligence agencies were checking the authenticity 
of the threats issued by AQIS.

“We have also ordered state police to ensure public 
gatherings or protests are not allowed as they could be 
targeted by the militant group,” a senior home ministry 
official in New Delhi said.

The BJP spokewoman has been suspended from the 
party while another spokesman, Naveen Kumar Jindal, 
was expelled over comments he made about Islam.

The car that was driven into a group of people killing one person and injuring eight injured is pictured in 
central Berlin, Germany, yesterday. A police spokeswoman said the driver was detained at the scene after 
the car ploughed into a shop front in a busy shopping street in Charlottenburg district. It was not clear 
whether the crash was intentional. PHOTO: AFP
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Rahman, to the Western 
Asian country.

It will cost Bangladesh 
police about Tk 5.8 lakh 
in air tickets and other 
expenses to bring him back 
home, said the official.

Contacted, Deputy 
Commissioner (DB 
Motijheel) Rifat Ahmed 
Shamim said, “Musa is 
definitely a key suspect in 
the Tipu murder case.”

Another official of DB 
Motijheel recently said, 
“We are expecting to 
make a major progress in 
the investigation once we 
interrogate Musa.”

Another suspect named 
Masum Mohammad 
alias Akash earlier said 
in his confession that he 
was the one who shot 
indiscriminately at Tipu 
and Musa coordinated the 
killing.

A detective then said 
Musa supplied the firearm 
that was used to kill Tipu. 

On March 24, Tipu, 55, 
former general secretary of 
Motijheel AL, was returning 
home in his microbus from 
his restaurant in Motijheel 
AGB Colony area. The 
vehicle was at a traffic light 

in Shahjahanpur when 
attackers arrived at the 
scene on a motorcycle and 
opened fire.

Samia Afnan Jamal 
Prity, 22, a college student 
who happened to be in 
a rickshaw next to the 
vehicle, also got shot. Tipu 
and Prity were declared 
dead after being taken to 
Dhaka Medical College 
Hospital.

Law enforcers are yet 
to recover the firearm and 
the motorcycle used in 
the attack. Shamim, the 
suspect who was riding the 
motorcycle, has since been 
on the run.

Musa, who is from 
Anwara, Chattogram, is 
an accused in 11 cases, 
including the ones filed for 
murders and possession 
of illegal firearms. He 
was convicted in one of 
the cases, a detective said 
earlier.

But he managed to leave 
the country for Dubai on 
March 12 through the 
Dhaka airport right before 
the immigration police that 
has a criminal database.

An investigator said 
Musa gave Akash and 
Shamim the firearm and left 

the country 12 days before 
the attack. He maintained 
communication from 
abroad.

It rose in numbers
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European Union, at The 
Daily Star Centre in the 
capital.

Presenting the keynote, 
Professor Mustafizur 
Rahman, distinguished 
fellow of the CPD, said, 
“Although the child-
centric budget allocation 
was increased over the 
last two fiscal years by 13.3 
percent, it dropped from 
2.78 to 2.63 percent in 
terms of GDP.”

He said in terms of 
share of the total national 
budget, the child budget 
remained at 15 percent.

About learning loss, 
Mustafizur said quoting 
several reports, “During the 
pandemic, only 21 percent 
students were able to 
participate in online or TV 
classes. Around 94 percent 
of rural students could not 
attend those.”

About demographic 
dividend, he said the 
number of dependent 
people will be on the rise by 
2050. “So, we need to invest 
more in today’s children 
than in adults.”

During a panel 
discussion, Campaign 
for Popular Education 
(Campe) Executive Director 
Rasheda K Choudhury said, 
“Children should not only 
be brought back to schools, 
but also be retained.”

She also criticised the 
cultural affairs and food 
ministries’ limited focus 
on the allocations for child 
budget.

Veera Mendonca, 
( o f f i c e r - i n - c h a r g e ) 
representative of Unicef 
Bangladesh, said, “Investing 
in children especially 
during their early years 
brings the greatest return 
for the country, $13 return 
from $1 investment, while 
realising their fundamental 
rights, and giving them 
an opportunity to grow to 
their full potential.”

Aroma Dutta, vice 
chair of the Parliamentary 
Caucus on Child Rights, 
said the government needs 
to have better coordination 
between the planning, 
finance, education, and 
women and children affairs 
ministries.

She demanded separate 
ministries for children and 
women affairs.

Speaking at the event as 
the chief guest, Planning 
Minister MA Mannan 
admitted that child 
marriage increased during 
the pandemic.

“We saw a big jump in the 
number of child marriage 
during the pandemic. As 
the pandemic was not 
expected, we had no option 
to reduce it. But we can 
work on bringing them 
back to school. If they need 
more than regular stipend, 
the relevant ministry would 
try to provide them with it,” 
he said.

Kashfia Feroz, director 
of girls’ rights at Plan 
International, Bangladesh, 
termed one percent 
allocation for child 
protection “depressing”.

Shaheen Anam, 
executive director 
of Manusher Jonno 
Foundation, said, “We 
always shout for allocating 
more budget, but we 
usually don’t talk about 
the implementation or 
we don’t monitor it. We 
should check how many 
children benefited from 
that allocation,” she said.

Mahfuz Anam, editor 
and publisher of The Daily 
Star, said, “Unless you 
remind the government 
from time to time, budget 
allocation for children 
would not happen. For that, 
you can seek help from the 
media.”

He said budgetary 
allocation for children 
deserves much more media 
attention.

They’re not
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Hasan said, “Many 
journalists have filed cases 
under the act at different 
times. I don’t know about 
this particular case. But 
an individual filed the case 
and the accused journalist 
got bail.

“One must face trial 
for a crime. But no one, 
including journalists, 
should be harassed. We will 
look into the matter.”

Hasan said Awami 
League leader Mujibur 
Rahman only owns a 
five percent share of BM 
Container Depot, where a 
devastating fire had killed 
45 in Sitakunda.

Saying that he is the 
owner of the whole depot 
is a major mistake and not 
appropriate, he said.


