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Train derailment 
kills 17 in Iran
AFP, Tehran

At least 17 people were killed and 86 were injured 
yesterday when a train derailed near the central 
Iranian city of Tabas after hitting an excavator 
beside the track, state media reported. The train 
was on its way from the northeastern city of 
Mashhad to the central city of Yazd with 348 
passengers on board when it careered off the track 
in the desert at 5:30 am. The deputy head of Iran’s 
state-owned railways, Mir Hassan Moussavi, said 
the 5 of the 11 coaches of the train “derailed after 
hitting an excavator” that was near the track.

Van crash kills 
22 in Pakistan
AFP, Quetta

At least 22 people were killed when a passenger 
van plunged into a deep ravine in southwestern 
Pakistan yesterday, officials said. The only 
survivor of the crash -- a 13-year-old boy -- was 
taken to hospital in a critical condition, said 
Muhammad Qasim, a senior government official 
in the Qila Saifullah district of Balochistan 
province where the accident happened. “The 
driver was speeding and broke through a 
protective wall at a bend in the road, falling 
hundreds of feet into the ravine,” said Qasim. 
Four children aged between three and nine were 
among those killed, he added.

CLIMATE ‘LOSS AND DAMAGE’

Vulnerable nations 
demand funding

THOMSON REUTERS FOUNDATION

The surging costs of climate change-
driven destruction have made 
vulnerable nations poorer by about 
one-fifth, 55 such countries said on 
Wednesday, as fears grow that UN 
discussions on money for states to 
repair and avoid harm could become 
a “talk shop”.

“Loss and damage” caused by 
more extreme weather and rising 
seas is a key issue at mid-year UN 
climate talks in the German city of 
Bonn, as negotiators launched a 
three-year dialogue this week on a 
topic that has long divided rich and 
poorer economies.

The June 6-16 Bonn conference 
got off to a tense start this week, as 
developing and advanced economies 
tussled over whether and how to 
include the “Glasgow Dialogue” on 
the official UN agenda.

Climate-vulnerable nations have 

long grappled with the slow pace of 
progress at UN negotiations, with 
their key demands - including more 
finance to adapt to climate change 
and compensation for losses and 
damages - going largely unmet.

New studies this week laid out the 
extensive impacts and costs they are 
suffering as the planet heats up.

A report on 55 economies hit hard 
by climate change - from Bangladesh 
to Kenya to South Sudan - found they 
had lost about $525 billion - or 20 
percent of their wealth on average 
- in the last two decades due to the 
impacts of global warming.

These losses cut their economic 
growth by an average of 1 percent 
each year, according to the study, 
based on models that measure losses 
associated with changing rainfall 
patterns and temperatures compared 
to scenarios without such climate 
impacts.

ANTI-MUSLIM REMARKS

India tightens 
security after al-

Qaeda threat
REUTERS, Lucknow

India tightened public security yesterday after the 
circulation of a letter warning of Islamist militant 
attacks to avenge derogatory remarks about the Prophet 
Mohammad (PBUH) by an official of the ruling Hindu 
nationalist party.

Several Indian media groups shared the June 6 
letter attributed to al-Qaeda’s branch in the Indian 
subcontinent (AQIS). A federal home ministry official 
said intelligence agencies were checking the authenticity 
of the threats issued by AQIS.

“We have also ordered state police to ensure public 
gatherings or protests are not allowed as they could be 
targeted by the militant group,” a senior home ministry 
official in New Delhi said.

The BJP spokewoman has been suspended from the 
party while another spokesman, Naveen Kumar Jindal, 
was expelled over comments he made about Islam.

The car that was driven into a group of people killing one person and injuring eight injured is pictured in 
central Berlin, Germany, yesterday. A police spokeswoman said the driver was detained at the scene after 
the car ploughed into a shop front in a busy shopping street in Charlottenburg district. It was not clear 
whether the crash was intentional. PHOTO: AFP

NGOs call on UN 
rights chief to quit
AFP, Geneva

Dozens of rights groups yesterday called for the 
resignation of UN human rights chief Michelle 
Bachelet, charging that she “whitewashed” 
Beijing’s “atrocities” during her trip to China 
last month. More than 230 groups, advocating 
for the rights of Uyghurs, Tibetans, and South 
Mongolians, as well as Hong Kong, Chinese and 
international democracy advocates, signed a joint 
statement calling for “the immediate resignation 
of the United Nations High Commissioner for 
Human Rights”. Bachelet has faced widespread 
criticism for not speaking out more forcefully against 
Chinese abuses during the long-planned trip.

As for jobs, I’m going to get on 
with mine.

UK PM Boris Johnson refuses to budge 
amid mounting pressure to quit


