
MoU signed with Hungary
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expressed satisfaction on 
the successful ongoing 
cooperation within 
the framework of the 
Hungarian scholarship 
(Stipendium Hungaricum) 
programme, which 

provides 140 scholarships 
annually to Bangladeshi 
students to pursue 
undergraduate, graduate 
and post graduate studies 
in Hungarian universities. 

Momen has requested 
the Hungarian Foreign 

Minister Péter Szijjártó 
to continue support in 
multilateral fora for the 
speedy and sustainable 
repatriation of Rohingyas 
to their homeland in 
Myanmar. 

Impose ‘fat tax’
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food restaurants should 
also be made mandatory, 
they said at the event held 
at Cirdap auditorium 
in Dhaka, organised 
by Hepatology Society, 
marking World Nash Day.

Speaking as chief guest, 
Maj Gen Prof ASM Matiur 
Rahman, former health 
adviser to a caretaker 
government, said, “Deaths 
from liver disease is a 
serious public health 

concern worldwide. The 
prevalence of the disease is 
increasing at an alarming 
rate in Bangladesh.”

Prof Mobin Khan, 
president of Hepatology 
Society, said, “Fatty liver 
diseases can be prevented 
by changing diet, lifestyle 
and losing weight.” 

Tahmid Ahmed, 
executive director of 
icddr,b, also spoke at the 
event.

Besides, speakers 

stressed for promoting 
water consumption.

Fat tax was 
mentioned in the policy 
recommendations taken 
at the end of the meeting, 
which was placed by Prof 
Shahinul Alam, general 
secretary of Hepatology 
Society. 

According to the WHO, 
liver disease accounts for 
2.62 percent of all deaths in 
Bangladesh.

Put an end to lead
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The country loses $15.9 
billion in GDP due to 
productivity loss, which 
is a result of reduced IQ 
because of lead exposure, 
a seminar presentation 
showed.

Illegal, used lead-acid 
battery recycling factories 
are one of the major 
sources of lead pollution. 
Pure Earth’s Toxic Site 
Identification Program has 
identified more than 300 
toxic sites, while the World 
Bank estimates more than 
1,100 toxic sites where the 
batteries are recycled in 
Bangladesh.

Dr Mahfuzar Rahman, 
country director of 
Pure Earth Bangladesh, 
emphasised the need for 
a formal recycling process 
for lead-acid batteries. 

Dr Md Sohrab Ali, 
director of DoE’s Dhaka 
Laboratory, said, “There is 
a lack of awareness among 

workers and owners in the 
informal battery-recycling 
sector. This sector is also 
not organised.” 

“DoE needs a proper 
guideline to deal with the 
environmental and health 
crisis due to lead pollution,” 
said Sohrab, who chaired 
the seminar. 

Special guest Dr 
Chandrasegarar Solomon, 
health manager at Unicef 
Bangladesh, said, “Lead 
is an unseen enemy. It 
pollutes soil, air, and water. 
The contamination spreads 
through the food chain. 
Children are the worst 
sufferers.”

Dr Mahbubur Rahman, 
project coordinator of 
icddr,b, said, “There is 
no safe limit of lead in a 
human’s body.”

The speakers also 
emphasised ensuring 
proper waste management, 
especially for industrial 
and e-waste.

Law must be
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Revision petitioners’ lawyer 
Mohammad Shishir Manir 
told The Daily Star that 
according to the Children 
Act, 1974, children must be 
questioned at a congenial 
environment in the Social 
Service Office.

But, the Chattogram 
court ordered to 
interrogate Babul’s 
children at the IO’s office, 
which is not permitted, he 
said. 

On June 5, 2016, Mitu 
was stabbed and shot dead 
while she was taking her 
son to his school’s bus 
stop at port city’s GEC 
intersection. 

After the murder, her 
husband Babul filed a case 
against three unidentified 
men with Panchlaish Police 
Station. 

Deputy Attorney 
General Sarwar Hossain 
Bappi represented the state 
during the hearing of the 
revision petition.

DBC News
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Bari’s colleagues said he 
used to live in a mess at 
Mohakhali from where he 
was seen going out around 
8:45pm on Tuesday night. 

They demanded proper 
investigation into the 
matter. 

The body was sent to 
Shaheed Suhrawardy 
Medical College morgue for 
autopsy.

It’s now more relevant
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comments and behaviour 
against women are on the 
rise.”

“No one could factor in 
the pandemic situation 
when the national action 
plan was prepared,” said 
Meghna Guhathakurta, 
executive director of 
Research Initiatives, 
Bangladesh and former 
professor of Dhaka 
University, who was also 
involved in preparing the 
action plan.

“In the next action plan, 
we have to think of the 
situations like a pandemic, 
and also about Rohingya 
women,” she added. 

Tania Sharmin, women 
peace and security 
programme analyst of UN 
Women, expressed hopes 
that the WPS plan will be 
extended further for its full 
implementation. 

Referring to 
Bangladesh’s 91st rank 
in the Global Peace Index 
2021, Shamsuddoza Sajen, 
representing The Daily 
Star, said, “We have an 
invisible security situation 

here in Bangladesh that 
goes against women.”

Mohammad Golam 
Sarwar, assistant professor 
of law at Dhaka University, 
echoed the same. 

Dr Fawzia Moslem, 
president of Mahila 
Parishad, alleged that 
there is no effective role 
of the government in 
implementing different 
policies on women.

Farida Yasmin, deputy 
police commissioner of 
Dhaka Metropolitan Police, 
spoke about different 
activities of the ministry of 
home affairs regarding the 
action plan.

She also mentioned 
that Bangladesh Police 
Women’s Network will 
soon arrange an “Online 
Gender Module” course for 
all police personnel.

DHAKA THURSDAY JUNE 9, 2022, JAISHTHA 26, 1429 BS        NEWS4


