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‘DEROGATORY’ PROPHET REMARKS

Indonesia, Malaysia 
summon India envoys
AFP, Jakarta

Indonesia and Malaysia have both summoned 
India’s envoys in their countries over “derogatory” 
remarks made about the Prophet Mohammad 
(PBUH) by two officials with the South Asian 
nation’s ruling party, their foreign ministries 
said yesterday. It comes as anger spreads across 
the Arab and Muslim world, with various Middle 
Eastern nations summoning New Delhi’s envoys 
and a Kuwaiti supermarket removing Indian 
products. In a statement posted on Twitter, the 
ministry said Indonesia “strongly condemns 
unacceptable derogatory remarks” made by 
“two Indian politicians” against the Prophet 
Mohammad (PBUH). Malaysia also “unreservedly 
condemns the derogatory remarks” by the Indian 
politicians, its foreign ministry said in a statement 
late yesterday, adding that it had conveyed its 
“total repudiation” to India’s envoy.

‘We are prepared’
US, South Korea fly warplanes after 

North’s missile tests

AFP, Seoul

South Korea and the United States 
flew warplanes including stealth 
fighter jets over waters around the 
Korean peninsula yesterday in a 
fresh show of force following recent 
missile tests by the North, Seoul 
said.

Sixteen South Korean warplanes, 
including F-35 stealth fighters 
and four US F-16 jets, formed an 
attack squadron over the West Sea 
-- also known as the Yellow Sea -- 
to “respond to the enemy threat,” 
Seoul’s Joint Chiefs of Staff said in a 
statement.

The allies “demonstrated their 
strong ability and will to strike quickly 
and accurately against any provocation 

from North Korea,” it added.
The air manoeuvres, which 

involved some 20 warplanes, come a 
day after the allies fired eight ballistic 
missiles into the Sea of Japan in 
the wake of Pyongyang’s Sunday 
weapons tests.

US and South Korean officials 
have been warning for weeks that 
Kim Jong Un’s regime is preparing to 
carry out a fresh nuclear test.

US Deputy Secretary of State 
Wendy Sherman, in Seoul on a three-
day visit, warned there would be a 
“swift and forceful” response were 
Pyongyang to go ahead with what 
would be its seventh such test.

The entire world will respond in a 
“strong and clear manner,” she said, 
adding: “We are prepared.”

27 killed in Sudan 
ethnic clashes
AFP, Khartoum

Heavy fighting in Sudan’s west and south has 
killed at least 27 people and left dozens wounded, 
residents said yesterday, with the United Nations 
envoy saying he was “deeply concerned.” In 
separate incidents, clashes broke out in the restive 
Darfur region in a bitter land dispute, leaving 16 
dead, as well as in South Kordofan state, where 11 
people died after an argument between two people 
reportedly escalated into wider gun battles. 

INDIA DOWRY VIOLENCE

Death of sisters 
spotlights crisis

AFP, Jaipur

Before the three sisters and their children were 
found dead in a well, they left a message blaming 
the family they had married into.

Kalu, Kamlesh and Mamta Meena were victims 
of a dispute over dowries, the often hefty sums 
Indian parents pay to marry off their daughters.

The sisters had wed brothers from the same 
household and lived under the same roof, but 
suffered constant violence from their husbands and 
in-laws, according to the trio’s grieving relatives.

They were abused constantly, they say, including 
when their father failed to meet demands for more 
money. All three were found dead last month near 
their marital home, a village on the outskirts of 
Jaipur, along with Kalu’s four-year-old son and infant 
child. Both Kamlesh and Mamta were pregnant.

“We don’t wish to die but death is better than 
their abuse,” read a message on WhatsApp left 
by one of the sisters after their disappearance, a 
cousin said. “Our in-laws are the reason behind our 
deaths. We are dying together because it’s better 
than dying every day.”

Authorities are investigating and currently 
treating the deaths as suicides, a senior police 
officer in Jaipur told AFP.

The sisters’ distraught father, Sardar Meena, 
a farmer, said life had been a living hell for his 
daughters, whose husbands banned them from 
pursuing their education and constantly harassed 
them for more payments.

Police have arrested the three husbands, their 
mother and a sister-in-law on charges of dowry 
harassment and spousal abuse.

India outlawed the practice of paying dowries 
more than 60 years ago, and harassment or 
extortion over the payments is a criminal offence.

But the custom persists.
India’s National Crime Records Bureau recorded 

nearly 7,000 dowry-related killings in 2020 
-- around 19 women every day. The same agency 
reported that more than 1,700 women killed 
themselves that year over “dowry-related issues”.

People queue up to buy kerosene oil for domestic use at a supply station in 
Colombo, Sri Lanka, yesterday. PHOTO: AFP

Ghani ‘unlikely’ to have 
fled with millions
AFP, Washington

Former Afghan president Ashraf Ghani almost 
certainly did not flee Kabul as it fell to the Taliban 

with millions of dollars in stolen cash, 
a US government watchdog’s 

report said Monday. Ghani 
hastily fled the Presidential 

Palace in Kabul while the 
Taliban marched into the 
capital on August 15, 2021. 
In subsequent days, multiple 

reports suggested that Ghani 
and the other officials took 

up to $169 million in Afghan 
government money with them. 

Ghani has always fiercely denied these 
claims. The report says  he might have taken 
$500,000 - $1 million.

‘A hollow victory’
UK PM defiant despite Tory rebellion

AFP, London

UK Prime Minister Boris Johnson 
yesterday lauded the loyalty of his cabinet 
and vowed to “get on with the job” 
after surviving a confidence vote of his 
Conservative MPs that has still left him 
severely weakened.

The beleaguered leader has insisted 
that Monday evening’s dramatic ballot, 
which saw 211 Tory party lawmakers 
support him remaining prime 
minister but 148 vote against, 
was a “conclusive” result.

“Thank you... everybody for 
all your good work yesterday, 
which was a very important 
day because we’re able now 
to draw a line under the issues 
that our opponents want to talk 
about,” he told his team of two dozen 
or so top ministers and officials.

But most critics and commentators 
disagreed, arguing that Johnson’s 
authority has been hugely undermined 
and his days in Downing Street are 
numbered.

The Times called him “a wounded 
victor” while his former employers at 
the Daily Telegraph branded it “a hollow 
victory that tears Tories apart”.

The vote -- just over two years after the 
Brexit architect won a landslide general 
election victory -- was brought after 
a string of scandals that have left the 
Conservative party’s standing in tatters.

Chief among them was the “Partygate” 

controversy over lockdown-breaking 
events at Downing Street, which caused 
public outrage and saw him become the 
first serving UK PM to have broken the law.

Most of Johnson’s cabinet publicly 
backed him in the secret ballot.

But more than 40 percent of the 
parliamentary party -- and almost 
certainly a majority of backbenchers -- 

did not, setting up potentially tougher 
times ahead for the government in 

parliament.
Under current party rules 

the PM cannot be challenged 
again for a year, which leaves 
little time for any new leader 
to emerge before the next 

general election due by 2024.
In previous Tory confidence 

ballots, Margaret Thatcher and 
Theresa May scored better than Johnson 
yet despite narrowly winning their votes, 
both ultimately resigned after deciding 
that their premierships were terminally 
damaged.

Johnson has steadfastly refused to 
resign over “Partygate” and shows no sign 
of doing so now.

But many question whether he can 
recover his authority and voters’ trust. 
Various opinion polls have shown the 
public think he lied about the scandal and 
should resign.

Former Tory party leader William 
Hague argued that Johnson should now 
“look for an honourable exit”.


