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Mob beats up traffic
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Rahman, OC of Shyampur 
Police Station. Constable 
Sirajul Islam and SI Utpal 
Chandra took primary 
treatment.

Saidul Islam, deputy 
commissioner of Wari 
Traffic Division, said in 
the morning, the sergeant 
stopped a motorcyclist 
-- with a woman as pillion 
passenger -- for going on 
the wrong side.

The initial incident was 
captured in the sergeant’s 
body cam where it was 
seen that the motorcyclist 
got agitated as the police 
officer wanted to see his 
papers.

“The man wanted to see 

paper [ID] from the police 
officer in uniform,” he 
said, adding that the man 
and the woman identified 
themselves as a lawyer and 
journalist. “All of a sudden, 
the woman shouted: ‘Why 
did you touch me?’ The 
body cam did not show the 
woman,” he added. Later, a 
scuffle ensued between the 
three and the body cam got 
displaced and the incident 
was not recorded properly.

Later, others -- including 
ride sharing bikers and 
passersby -- started beating 
the police officer, the DC 
said, citing camera footage. 

The DC said police took 
the two commuters to 
custody. However, many 

shared a short video clip of 
the attack on social media, 
saying the traffic sergeant 
was manhandled by people 
in Jurain for “harassing” a 
commuter.

Shyampur Police 
OC Mofizur said police 
detained motorcycle 
rider Roni, who identified 
himself as editor of Jatra 
Bichitra; his wife Nishat 
and her brother Yeasir 
Arafat. A case was filed 
against them, he said.

Nishat was taken to 
DMCH as she was feeling 
unwell, said DMCH police 
camp In-charge Bachchu 
Mia. The Daily Star could 
not get in touch with the 
two, despite attempts.

Children not even safe at home
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Tony Michael Gomes, 
director of World Vision, 
said, “Merely breaking the 
silence is not enough. Every 
day the newspapers have 
stories about violence. The 
question is -- who will read 
them all?”

Mohammad Amran 
Khan, assistant director at 
the department of social 
services, said Bangladesh 
has all the commitment 

and laws to protect children 
but some of them have no 
visible implementation.

“We have started 
to form community-
based committees and 
appoint social workers 
and volunteers to protect 
children. If NGO workers 
all come together, it will 
bring good results.”

MJF project coordinator 
Rafeza Shaheen said they 
have implemented a pilot 

project in nine wards of 
Dhaka and Barishal.

Shahnaz Huda, professor 
of law at DU; Jinat Ara 
Haque, chief coordinator 
of WE CAN; Syeda Munira 
Sultana, ILO national 
programme coordinator; 
MM Mahmudullah, 
additional director of social 
service; and Mahbuba 
Bilkis, deputy secretary of 
labour ministry, were also 
present at the event.

Too many cooks
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Farashuddin, former 
governor of Bangladesh 
Bank and founding vice 
chancellor of East West 
University. “Why do market 
inspections occur abruptly 
and stop after a few days? 
I don’t understand why 
we can’t carry on such 
inspection and monitoring 
on an institutional basis.” 

Food Minister Sadhan 
Chandra Majumder said 
farmers and businessmen 
have to comply with the 
directives of 18 government 

organisations, which 
creates complexities.

“That’s why the matter 
was brought up before 
the cabinet,” he said. 
Preparations are being 
taken to bring the food-
related businesses under 
the supervision of one 
authority, he added.

Dr Mohammad Abu 
Eusuf, professor of 
Development Studies at 
Dhaka University, said zero-
tolerance should be shown 
against those involved in 
food adulteration.

Centralised toll
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The government in 
April appointed Korea 
Expressway Corporation 
and China Major Bridge 
Engineering Co Ltd 
for collecting toll and 
maintaining Padma 
Multipurpose Bridge for 
next five years, at a cost of 
Tk 692.92 crore.

The authority is going 
to form a dedicated 
company for operating and 
maintaining Padma Bridge, 
and the board of BBA last 
month gave approval, in 
principle, to a proposal in 
this regard.

Meanwhile, BBA is 
now collecting toll from 
Bangabandhu Bridge over 
the Jamuna using software 
of a local company.

“When we hire a 
company, it deploys a 
software, and after the 
tenure, leaves with the 
software. So, we have to 
hire a new one,” Ferdous 
said. “We can’t depend 
on this process for an 
indefinite time.”

“We want to develop 
[by hiring consultant] a 
software and provide our 
staffers necessary training, 
so that we can collect 
toll using our very own 

workforce,” he added.
He said they have already 

floated tender for hiring 
consultants for the toll 
collection work.

As per the draft terms 
of reference, the main 
objective of the consultancy 
service is to develop a 
centralised electronic toll 
collection system for BBA 
structure.

The consulting firm will 
have to install the software, 
provide training to BBA 
staffers to run the system 
on a pilot basis for certain 
period and hand over the 
system to BBA with source 
code.

The contract duration 
will be  one year initially to 
develop the software.

 Six more months 
would be required for 
commissioning and 
training.

Then, Ferdous said, they 
will use the software using 
their own manpower for a 
particular booth on pilot 
basis. “We will learn by trial 
and error.” 

Once they are successful 
in using the software like 
this, they will even be able 
to provide the service to 
other government agencies, 
he added.

ACC files
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and pocketing about Tk 
85.75 lakh, allocated for 
repairing.

In another case filed by 
ACC’s Assistant Director 
Bazlur Rahman, additional 
deputy director of DAE 
Wahiduzzaman and staffer 
Mojibur Rahman Bhuiyan 
were made accused for 
misappropriating money 
allocated for different 
repairing purposes.

Meanwhile, ACC filed a 
case against Soma Saha, 
wife of superintendent 
engineer of National 
Housing Authority Porimol 
Kumar Kuri, for amassing 
about Tk 1.19 crore.

On Monday, ACC filed 
a case against Porimol for 
amassing about Tk 50 lakh 
beyond known source of 
income.

The girl
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scene after being 
informed and took the 
injured to hospital, said 
ANM Masud, in-charge of 
Doshmile Highway Police 
Station.

Abdur Rahim (40), 
Aysha Akter (24) and 
another unidentified 
individual succumbed to 
their injuries.

“Rima was found almost 
unconscious with arms 
protectively wrapped 
around her daughter,” said 
Mehfuz Tanvir, station 
officer of Dinajpur fire 
service.

“The child was scared 
but unhurt. She stopped 
crying when I picked her 
up from the floor,” he 
added.

Raking in money
FROM PAGE 3

Junaed Alam Sharker, ADC 
of the division.

Rezwan has been 
involved in such activities 
for last five years. He is 
wanted in four cases. For 
duping people, he used to 
open social media accounts 
using names and photos of 
ministry secretaries. Then 
he would connect with 

random people and given 
them job-related advice.

Besides, he used to send 
messages to officials and 
put up posts on social 
media. The Daily Star has 
managed to collect some of 
his screenshots. Detectives 
have so far confirmed 
that five victims have paid 
Rezwan more than Tk 12 
lakh in just a month.
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