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59 Rohingyas 
found abandoned 
on Thai island
AFP, Bangkok

Fifty-nine Rohingya people have been 
discovered on a Thai island, saying they 
were abandoned by traffickers en route to 
Malaysia, a police officer said yesterday.

The group -- among them five children 
-- were found on Koh Dong island in the 
Satun province on Saturday.

Police said they had been charged with 
illegal entry and could face deportation to 
Myanmar following a court case.

The group appeared “starving and was 
likely to have had no food for three to five 
days”, a police statement said.

Group members told officers their 
boat was among three vessels carrying 
178 people that had left Myanmar and 
Bangladesh, having paid an agent around 
5,000 ringgit ($1,300) for the journey.

The first two boats carrying 119 people 
were stopped and arrested by Malaysian 
authorities , according to the Thai police.

North Korea fires ‘8 
ballistic missiles’

AFP, Seoul

North Korea launched eight ballistic 
missiles from multiple locations yesterday, 
South Korea’s military said, a day after 
Seoul and Washington completed their 
first joint drills involving a 
US aircraft carrier in more 
than four years.

Pyongyang has 
doubled down on 
upgrading its weapons 
programme this year, 
despite facing crippling 
economic sanctions, 
with officials and analysts 
warning that the regime is 
preparing to carry out a fresh nuclear test.

“Our military detected eight short-range 
ballistic missiles fired by North Korea,” 
Seoul’s Joint Chiefs of Staff said.

The missiles were launched from 
multiple locations over a 30-minute period, 

including Sunan in capital Pyongyang, 
Tongchang-ri in North Pyongan province, 
and Hamhung in South Hamgyong 
province, they said.

They travelled different distances -- from 
110 kilometres (68 miles) to 
670 kilometres -- and flew 
at different altitudes of up 
to 90 kilometres, it added.

Analysts say the volley 
of missile launches 
yesterday -- one of nearly 
20 weapons tests by 
Pyongyang so far this year 
-- is a pointed message for 

Seoul and Washington.
“It shows North Korea’s intention to 

neutralise the missile defence system of 
South Korea and the United States with 
multiple simultaneous attacks during 
emergency,” said Cheong Seong-jang, a 
researcher at the Sejong Institute.
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LATEST US MASS SHOOTING

3 killed, 11 hurt 
in Philadelphia
AFP, Washington

Three people were killed and 11 others wounded 
late Saturday in the US city of Philadelphia 

after multiple shooters opened fire into a 
crowd on a busy street, police said. 

Numerous officers patrolling the 
popular nightlife area were already 

on the scene when the first shots 
were heard. A responding officer 
fired at one of the shooters, who 
dropped his gun and fled, though 

it was unclear whether the man 
was hit, reports said. No arrests had 

been made. Police has recovered two 
semi-automatic handguns from the scene. 

No motive was given for the shooting. During 
warmer months, gun violence tends to spike in the 
United States, where there were an estimated 393 
million guns in circulation in 2020, more than 
the number of people. Gun violence in the United 
States has killed 18,564 so far in 2022.


