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Introduction:

Health is an intemationally recognized human right. It is the wealth of a nation and health-care Is a basic right of all
citizens. The importance of the medical community in ensuring the ight to proper health-care is immensa &
that is why a slandard medical education plays a pivotal role in building up doclors and shaping up the overall
health-care system. The greatesl Bengali of all ime, Father of the Nation, Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman,
recognized in the constitution of the People's Republic of Bangladesh in clause 15 (ka) that ensuring the basic
components of living is the state's primary duty and in clause 18 (1) that it is one of the primary responsibilities of the
state to improve the nutrition quality of the general populous and to improve the general state of public health. It was
through the hands of Bangabondhu that the revolutionary change of the improvement of the health-care sector and
medical sciences had begun. He undertook many critical and multifaceted steps such as: Including heaith-care as a
main componant of the basic rights in the constitution, making health-care a priority in the first 5-year plan,
establishing rural health-care centers, giving doclors the status of first-class officers, forming the Bangladesh
National Mutrition Council etc, To ensure that health-care reaches all sirata of the general populous, he expanded
health-care sarvices to districts, erstwhile Thanas and to union level as well,

Over the past three decades, the combined participation of the State, Doclors, Researchers and the General People have
seen a major development of our health-care system. Along with infrastructural development, technological advancement,
and expansion of the service sector, improvement in medical excellence has been one of the seclors that has most
progressad.In Bangladesh, this post graduate education in the health-care system first started through the BCPS.

In 1847, after the division of the Indian subcontinent, the then East Pakistan was largely neglected and deprived in
all sectors when compared o ils Weslern compalriot, Somelime in 1965, during the regime of Pakistan, a small
branch of Pakistan College of Physicians and Surgeons was opened in Dhaka. , there was such an office on
pen and paper, in reality, its activities were very limited and conventional. After a long torturous history, Bangladesh
gained liberation under the leadership of Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman in 1971 through a 8-month long war
where the blood of 30 lakh martyrs were shed and at the expense of the dignity of 2 lakh of cur mothers and sisters,
In this newly liberated country, just like other service providing seclors, the health-care seclor also faced a scarcity in
infrastructure and skilled labor. This nation was hit with an acute vacuum of expert physicians in the health-care
sector ., Even amidst the difficult task of rebuilding the infrastructure and economy of a war-torn nation, Bangabandhu
Sheikh Mujibur Rahman ensured nities for higher studies in medical science by taking a very apt and timely
initiative by establishing the BCPS, the fruits of which the nation is still enjoying.

Establishment of BCPS:

The independence war of 1871 left behind a nation both shattered and wounded as well as an impoverished
population on the brink of an oulright health-care crisis. Lack of specialist doclors meant a health-care syslem that
was inadequate and unable to provide quality service to the mass population, most of whom were mainourished &
extramely poor, In order to meet the demand of specialist doctors as well as developing the health sector overall, our
Father of the Nation, Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman, by the power of a Presidential Crdinance, established
the Bangladesh College of Physicians & Surgeons (BCPS) on 6th June,1972; a ground-breaking and momenlous
decision that highlights the great wisdom and farsightedness Bangabandhu possessed. The establishment of BCPS
paved the way for aspiring doctors to pursue their dreams of becoming a specialist physician in this country in a
timely and affordable manner,

The jouney of this College started in 1972 with 53 Fellows, most of them having acquired their MRCP/FRCS/FCPS
from UK and Pakistan. Today,around 7756 doctors have received their FCPS and 3345 have received their MCPS
from this College. In 1972, the college started its journey with a fellowship program in four subjects. Due o the
emergence of complex diseases and the addition of new dimensions in modemn medicine, new subjects were
introduced. At present, the coliege offers fellowship in 59 subjects and membership in 16 subjects.

In January 2018, the 'Bangladesh College of Physicians & Surgeons Act/Law 2018" was formally passed in National
Parliament and in January 28th 2018, it was published in the form of a gazette, a momentous decision that stands to
enhance the image of BCPS even further.

Degree and Certificate:

The college, as a part of higher studies and training, provides fellowships and memberships. Memberships are
always provided through examinations. But fellowships are provided through in two ways: 1) Throw an examination
system and 2) Honorary fellowships. Previously, a few exceptional individuals have been given fellowships without
any examinations because of their activities of human welfare. This was halted after the implementation of the BCPS
law of 2018, Till now, 103 doctors have been provided the fellowships withoul exams and 275 doctors have been
provided honorary fellowships.

Constitution and Management of BCPS:

According to the by-laws of the BCPS, its activities are governed by a8 member councll. Qut of which, 16 members
are elected for every 4 years through elections held by the election commission. The remaining 4 members are
appointed by the government. The council members elect one president, one senior vice-president, one vice
president, one treasurer and two general members lo form the execulive commiltee.

College campus:

The college started its journey at that time in a small scale in a room in IPGMR. Later, the office of the college was in
a rented apartment in Dhanmondi. The college started official activities from January 1982 in a 3-acre space land in
Maohakhall in the capital. Currently, the activities of the college ara heid in two separate buildings inside the campus.
As the administrative, academic, examination related and research activities of the college has increased, in a bid to
bring in infrastructural improvement the government of Bangladesh with the kind support of the honorable Prime
Minister and the continued efforts from the health minister, the "BCPS modemization and expansion” centric 215
crore taka project” was approved by the governmant. As part of this project, a 1500 seating capacity auditorium, a 12
storied multipurpose building with 3 basements will be bullt, renovation of the existing reoms of the college premises
is planned, renovation of the RTM department along with structural repair and buying new fumiture, improving the
structure of the OSPE, I0E and clinical examination will be completed.

ACTIVITIES OF BCPS:

Medical Education:

BCPS s such an educational institute that it does not require any significant expense from the government’s end to
train up medical professionals. The BCPS, with the help of renowned physicians/medical professionals, conducts
courses on the different subjects with regards to preparation for the FCPS Part | & Il. As a mandatory part of the
fellowship program, it conducts non-stop classes for the candidates in different fields such as: Research
Methodology, Information and Communication Technology, Basic Surgical Skills, Essential Obstetrics care and
Neonatal Care. Struclured academic courses are organized for the students for a period of 1 year in the government
medical colleges which fall under the scope of the fellowship program of the college.

Training:

Training systems in the BCPS are comparable to those which are held across many developed nations as well,
namely: the US, UK, Ireland, Canada, Pakistan, Hong Kong, and Australia etc. Keeping in line with similar global
institules, BCPS has infroduced fellowship and membership programs in 122 government and non-government,
Specialized hospilals and medical institules and 64 district Sadar hospitals.

These trainings are under strict observation by the BCPS in order to ensure that the highest quality is being upheid.
BCPS also reviews the quality of trainings in different medical colleges and hospitals. To maintain the quality of
facilitators, the BCPS regularly holds workshops and seminars for them. Currently, in the recognized institutes,
training case basis discussions are held with the trainees every 8 months, clinical evaluations done by using the
Mini-CEX system, presantations regarding the progress of each training, submitting progress reports every 6 months
are conducted with extreme importance. As a result of which, the quality of the trainings is gradually improving.
Research:

Conducting a research or completing a thesis is mandatory for all trainees aspiring 10 be Fellows of the College.
Every studenl must go through a structured module course on research methodology where they learn how to
conduct research, how to write a thesis and protocol which is conducted under the supervision of the RTM
departmant. There is no better altemative than to increase focus on research activities in order to take the stature of
the BCPS to newer heights on the national and international scale. After the establishment of the college, o preserve
and uphold the research completed by fellows and members in national and inlernational forums, the college has
been publishing journals. Currently, the college publishes 4 journals every year. All relevant information regarding the
journal is published in the website,

Continuing Professicnal Development:

To inform the fellows and members of the differant activities and new additions, Continuing Professional
Development programs are held in the various Medical Colleges and Hospitals of the country. To create awareness
amongst doctors regarding the developments of advanced technology and new discoveries in medical sciences, the
Caollege holds these CPD programs all throughout the year.

Examination:

Since being established, the college has remained steadfast in maintaining the quality of its examinations. The
examinations held by this college is not only the best in medical education in the country but also the most regular,
unblased and of international standard. This college s determined to use its healthcare education, testing system
and research to create standardized expert doctors. Even in case of the evaluation of the examinees, the college
follows other similar organizations and does a fair, transparent, and objective evaluation process. To ensura that the
intermational quality and recognition of the examination is preserved and ized, it is customary to invite
examiners from around the world from countries like Ireland, US, UK, Australia, Malaysia, Singapore, Saudi Arabia,
Oman, Sn Lanka, Pakistan and Nepal besides local examiners as wall.

The coliege’s exams are heid regularly in January and July of every year and the results are published same day
within one hour of the practical exams being completed. This is the only institution till date in Bangladesh whare this
rule is yel to be broken. This difficult task has been possible only because of the active participation and tireless
efforts of the feliow of this inslitute.

Higher Education:

BCPS ensures that the post-graduate trainees are appropriately trained in their respective fields so that they can be
a8 competent specialist. Furthermora, the Skill Development Lab of BCPS allows doctors to get hands on training
about topics such as : Basic & Advanced Surgical Skills, Basic Laparoscopic Skills, Basic Microsurgical Skills,
Temporal Bone Disseection, Emergency Obstertric Care & Necnatal Care, Essential Gynaecological Skills Course,
Advanced Cardiac Life Support &Advanced Trauma Life Support. Previously, a te had to spend a lot his
own hard earned money o go abroad for such trainings. Now it is possible in BCPS' very own Skill Lab. Even then,
BCPS takes initiatives to send it's Fellows abroad in various countries in prestigious training programs. All of this
ensures development of doctors equipped to meet the demands of our great country and its people.

The contribution of College at the national level:

Since its commencement, BCPS has been proactive in providing quality medical services and specialist medical
services to the people of this country. About B5% of the specialists who have graduated from this college are making
significant contribution in teaching and providing specialist medical services to the people of the country in the district
hospitals and upazila health complexes of various government hospitals as well as in private medical colleges and
hospitals. Fellows and members of the college are also working abroad with great reputation beyond the borders of
the country. BCPS is working successfully lo achieve the Sustainable Developmenl Goals by using its acquired
technology and knowledge to ensure spacialized medical care and healthy living to the paopla of the country.
International recognition:

Certificate Degrees awarded by the College are recognized for professional registration, higher education, training
and employment in many countries of the wnﬂd The college has established iis affiliation with the American Collsga-
of Surgeons. American Heart Association, School of Tropical Medicine of UK, the Royal College
Physicians of Edinburgh, the Royal College of Obstetrics and Gynecology, UK, King Fahad Medical city Saudi ﬂ\rama*
Ethicon Institute of surgical Education, India ,All India Institute of Medical science etc.

Continuing the Tradition of BCPS:

BCPS, the first traditional institution of postgraduate medical educalion in the country, is about to enter its 50th year.
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Dedicated to the advancement of postgraduate medical education in the overall welfare of the country and the nation, TR A TR T AR I E0-A i o W) e
the college stands today with its glorious unique heritage as it has a long way to go before it commits itself to effstr e & v HoaR do TR e wdl e e e
research activities in every fields of science. Today's BCPS is the result of the @ leadership and weite ettty & wiwfve o Gt <%

relentiess wark of many eminent physicians of Bangladesh. Due to the infinite glory of Al and the deep wisdom

et T WK of e Fariowns S0 Cmaioacns of i College, mcalegahasbeanabiamtgda unique tradition of mWﬁ.mﬁMMMMQWWMm

education and services with greal philosophy. FrorE HET WO W TS & AERIGE S

It is the tradition of this college to conduct the examinations on the date fixed before hand for maintaining standard

of education and examinations and to publish the results as soon as the examinations are over.Today, there is no

remote area of the country where college fellows and members are not engaged in humanitarian service. They are

also ptaying an important role in providing medical services in different countries of the world,

It is hoped that in the near future this tradition will be further expanded and enriched. BCPS is a unique organization s s Cegie sl

that is magnificent in its own tradition with a rare instance, S 'ﬂ‘fm ey
. P 4 ' s /




