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Journalist 
Mahbubul 
Alam’s death 
anniv today
CITY DESK

Today is the 8th death 
anniversary of Mahbubul 
Alam, a senior journalist, 
said a press release.

On this day in 2014, he 
died at the age of 78.

Alam worked for 
national daily, The 
Independent, as its editor 
for 18 years.

He started his 
journalism career 
during the mid 50s and 
was associated in this 
profession till his death. 
Besides, he worked 
as minister (press), 
Bangladesh mission in 
Washington DC and 
London. He also served as 
Bangladesh ambassador in 
Bhutan. 

Alam also worked as 
MD and chief editor of 
BSS. During 2006, he 
became an adviser to the 
caretaker government. He 
also served as president 
of Newspaper Owners 
Association of Bangladesh.

His family members 
requested all to pray for 
the departed soul.

Demand for pay hike
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so we took to the streets to 
demand a wage increase,” 
said Koli Begum, a garment 
worker, who was part of 
the demonstration at 
Mirpur-10 yesterday. 

Koli, a senior swing 
machine operator, gets 
a monthly salary of Tk 
13,000 including overtime. 
Her husband, also a 

garment worker, gets Tk 
15,000.

“The salary was quite 
enough just a couple 
of years back. But now, 
with two kids, it’s getting 
difficult to survive,” added 
Koli.

RMG workers are 
demanding a minimum 
monthly salary of Tk 
20,000 for a swing 

machine operator and Tk 
15,000 for helpers.

Contacted, Shahidullah 
Azim, senior vice president 
of BGMEA, said he is aware 
about the protest and 
demands, but it will not be 
possible to increase wages, 
due to the ongoing global 
crisis. He alleged that the 
incident was instigated by 
an influential quarter.

Save green, be seen
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The event was attended  
by Sudipto Mukherjee, 
country director, UNDP 
Bangladesh, and Mahfuz 
Anam, editor and 
publisher, The Daily Star.

During his speech, 
Mukherjee looked back at 

the history of Environment 
Day and said, “This year, we 
are celebrating the 50th 
World Environment Day, an 
observance where a group 
of people discussed how 
poverty is related to the 
environment. Currently, 
our concern has shifted to 

the impact of affluence on 
the environment.” 

“This is something that 
we constantly have to tell 
the people near us in order 
to protect and preserve the 
nature we have,” concluded 
Mahfuz Anam.

The worst of
FROM PAGE 3
The unit was already full by 
the time this correspondent 
went to the hospital. 
According to Liton Kumar 
Palit, CMCH burn unit’s 
assistant registrar, 48 
people were admitted to 
the burn unit till then, 
sustaining injuries ranging 
from 10 to 60 percent. 

Most of the injured are 
workers at the depot. 

Salauddin is one such 
worker, fighting for his 
life at the unit. “We have 
only been married for six 
months. I’m expecting our 
first child,” said Parveen 
Akhtar, Salauddin’s wife. 
“We have been pushed 
into uncertainty within the 
blink of an eye.”

Many patients were sent 
to private hospitals and 
Dhaka due to lack of space 

and appropriate treatment 
at CMCH. Following the 
rush of patients, the 
hospital administration 
converted its Gynae Ward 
into a make-shift burn 
unit, informed Liton. 

Due to space crisis, 
patients occupying 
available beds left their 
spots and took to the 
floors to accommodate the 
injured. 

“We have 60 bags of 
negative and 200 bags 
of positive blood. Many 
donors have come to 
the hospital to donate 
blood. After collecting 
their information, we 
have sent them back as 
no blood is needed at the 
moment,” said Dr Tanzila 
Tabib Chowdhury, head 
of the Blood Transfusion 
Department of CMCH.

And the screen
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Moulvibazar’s Kulaura 
upazila and was the eldest 
among six siblings. He 
had started working in the 
depot only four months 
ago to help his poverty-
afflicted family. 

“Our entire family 
depends on Nayan’s 
income. Now my son is 
gone forever,” said Hasina 
Begum. 

Nayan’s entire village 
was engulfed in deep shock. 

His father Ashik Miah, a 
day-labourer, along with a 
few other relatives, reached 
Chattogram yesterday to 
claim his body for burial.  

Together in crisis
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patients to inform him 
whether they needed any 
medicine. Despite the 
utmost conviction with 
which the doctors at CMCH 
were treating the injured, 
lack of human resources 
remains a challenge greater 
than ever. 

CMCH Director Brig 
Gen Shamim Ahsan said 
they were trying their 
best to deliver the best 

treatment to the injured, 
with all the doctors on 
duty and the medicine 
store open all night. That is 
where Bangladesh Medical 
Association came to the 
aid. “All the doctors in 
Chattogram, including the 
interns, have been asked 
to come to the hospital to 
help treat the injured,” said 
Faisal Iqbal Chowdhury, 
general secretary of BMA’s 
Chattogram chapter.   

Nature-based
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solution policy. “This is 
urgently needed,” she 
added.

 She said the government 
has clear instruction that 
if any tree is needed to be 
cut for any development 
project, then five times 
more trees have to be 
planted.

Hasina reiterated her call 
not to spare single inch of 
arable land uncultivated as 
the world is under threat of 
scarcity of food grains due 
to the Covid-19 pandemic 
and Russia-Ukraine war.

“Our land is fertile 
and we have manpower. 
We have to produce our 
own crops. We produce 
whatever we need. We 
will have to shun our 
dependency on others.”

Hasina also underscored 
the need for tree plantation 
and afforestation to keep 
the nature, environment 
and ecology of the country 
protected as well as 
ensuring improved and 
beautiful life of the future 
generations in the deltaic 
Bangladesh.

She also called upon all 
to plant tree saplings.

Later, the prime 
minister planted three 
saplings --”Jam”, “Palash” 
and “Neem” -- on the Gono 
Bhaban premises.

A video documentary on 
the government activities 
to protect the environment 
was also screened.

The prime minister also 
unveiled the cover of a 
publication of Bangladesh 
Forest Research Institute 
(BFRI) titled “Research 
Achievement of BFRI”.
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Fifth death 
anniversary of 
Justice Latifur 
Rahman
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Today is the 
fifth death 
anniversary 
of former 
Chief 
Justice 
Latifur 
Rahman, who led the 2001 
caretaker government.

To mark the day, doa 
and milad mahfils and 
distribution of food at 
different places including 
orphanage at Jashore will 
be held. 

Latifur passed away on 
June 6, 2017.

Born in Jashore in 1936, 
he completed his LLB in 
Law from Dhaka University 
in 1956, before getting 
membership at the Dhaka 
High Court in 1960.

He took oath as a 
permanent judge in 1981 
and later became an 
Appellate Division judge 
on January 15, 1991. He 
went on to become the 
chief justice on January 
1, 2001, before going on 
retirement on February 28 
of the same year.

In July 2001, he took 
oath as chief of the 
caretaker government and 
carried out the duty till 
October.

An author by the side, 
he wrote a book titled 
“Tottabadhayak Sarkarer 
Dingulo O Amar Katha” 
(The Days of Caretaker 
Government and My 
Words).


