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It’s officially litchi
FROM PAGE 5

and weather. Despite 
being a seasonal fruit, 
its production has been 
yielding massive profits to 
farmers.” 

“This traditional festival 
aims to promote Ishwardi’s 
quality production of 
litchis,” he added. 

According to Dr Md 
Saiful Alom, deputy director 
of Pabna Department of 
Agricultural Extension, 
litchi was cultivated on a 

total of 4,731 hectares of 
land in Pabna. 

A production of 42,579 
tonnes is expected, of 
which, 80 percent are of 
hybrid varieties, mainly 
cultivated in Ishwardi. 

“Pabna’s farmers are 
expecting to earn over 
Tk 500 crore from litchi 
production this year, most 
of the amount coming 
from Ishwardi,” said Saiful 
Alom. 

Rice traders fined
FROM PAGE 3

traders of five divisions Tk 
10.16 lakh. 

Against the backdrop 
of rising rice prices, on 
Tuesday, the ministry asked 
deputy commissioners 
of all districts to conduct 
drives in their respective 
areas.

The directives came 
a day after the Cabinet 
gave instructions to take 
action against companies 

and traders involved in 
unauthorised rice business 
and hoarding, which has 
reportedly caused the price 
hike.

On Wednesday, 
Food Minister Shadhan 
Chandra said they have an 
intelligence report stating 
that some big companies 
are hoarding rice, and to 
check the market the drive 
is being conducted.

9-feet-long 
python 
rescued in 
Barguna
OUR CORRESPONDENT, 

Patuakhali

A nine-feet-long python 
was rescued from a date 
tree at Ruhita village in 
Barguna’s Patharghata 
upazila around 7am on 
Friday. 

Later, around 11:00pm, 
the snake was released into 
the Haringhata reserve 
forest.

Locals rushed to the 
spot and informed the 
Village Tiger Response 
Team (VTRT) when they 
saw a snake wrapped 
around the date tree. 
Later, VTRT member Md 
Zakir Munshi rescued the 
python.

It was released in the 
local protected forest.

Al-Amin, Haringhata 
beat officer of the forest 
department, confirmed 
the matter. Zakir Munshi, 
Al-Amin, journalist Arifur 
Rahman, journalist and 
researcher Shafiqul Islam 
Khokon and others were 
present during the rescue.

DU admission test
FROM PAGE 3

The admission test for “B” 
unit, under arts faculty, 
will be held today and “A” 
unit under science faculty, 
on Friday. 

The “D” unit test under, 
social science faculty, will 
take place on June 11, and 
“Cha” unit exam, under 
fine arts faculty (general 
knowledge) on June 17.

Meanwhile, Jatiyatabadi 
Chhatra Dal (JDC) held a 
peaceful programme on 
the DU campus during 
yesterday’s entry test, 
without any hindrance 
by Bangladesh Chhatra 

League. They welcomed 
admission-seekers with 
flowers and pens in front 
of Central Shaheed Minar 
around noon for half an 
hour. Nasir Uddin Nasir, 
joint-convener of DU-1 
unit of JCD, said they 
took permission from the 
university proctor to do so.

Chhatra League also 
greeted the admission-
seekers and their parents 
with flowers, water, and 
pens. No untoward incident 
was reported during the 
events of JCD and BCL.

On May 24, BCL activists 
attacked supporters of 
JCD near DU, injuring 
30 of its members. On 
May 26, a clash occurred 
between the two groups.  
On Wednesday,  Prime 
Minister Sheikh Hasina 
instructed them to carry 
out peaceful programmes.

The misunderstood cat
FROM PAGE 5

the country’s north-east. 
For the last 10 years, Project 
Fishing Cat has been 
studying the animals and 
mitigating conflicts with 
locals, saving many cats in 
the process. 

“Here, the main 
challenge is to conserve its 
habitat outside protected 
areas, since fishing cats can 
be found widely in various 
habitat types, including 
villages. So, ensuring 
safety in these locations is 
extremely difficult,” Sayam 
said. 

“Secondly, many 
people think the species 
is a big threat and 
often misidentify it as a 
dangerous animal [like a 
tiger] and end up killing it.”

Sometimes, people 
kill them for no reason 
whatsoever, which is quite 

disturbing, he added.
Because of the cat’s 

wide and discontinuous 
range, a lot of its habitats 
fall in unprotected lands, 
inhabited by more people. 
Therefore, conflicts 
between animals and 
humans are more likely.

The species may 
sometimes attack locals’ 
livestock for food, as they 
are an easy target. This 
angers locals and often 
drives them to kill the 
cats. But as Sayam iterates, 
people often end up killing 
them for other reasons too, 
with very little merit.

Right now, the fishing 
cat is fighting for its 
survival, adapting to new 
circumstances resulting 
from human activity.

“No proper survey has 
been carried out by the 
government on fishing 

cats. Hence, its importance 
in terms of biodiversity 
remains widely unknown,” 
said Sayam. 

Md Rezaul Karim 
Chowdhury, Sylhet’s 
divisional forest officer 
at Wildlife Management 
and Nature Conservation 
Division, said, “Fishing cats 
need to be radio-collared. 
If we can assess their home 
range, only then can we 
show locals that the cats 
prefer to stay out of the 
vicinity of humans.”

[The author is an avid 
wildlife enthusiast, 
currently studying in 
Vietnam.]
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Death anniv 
of Abdul 
Rashid today
CITY DESK

Today is the 
32nd death 
anniversary 
of Abdul 
Rashid, a 
freedom 
fighter.

Rashid was the founder 
editor and publisher of 
the daily Parbotto Barta, 
a vernacular daily of 
Chattogram Hill Tracts. 
He was also the senate 
member of Chattogram 
University, said a press 
release. 

He was killed by 
miscreants while working 
at his daily’s office in 
Rangamati on June 4 in 
1989.

Rashid was laid to rest 
in Rangamati Banarupa 
graveyard. His son Mostafa 
Rashid Rony and daughter 
Sara Rashid urged his 
relatives, friends and well-
wishers to pray for him. 

Mamunur 
Rashid passes 
away
CITY DESK

Dr Md 
Mamunur 
Rashid, a 
renowned 
scientist, 
passed away 
in his Uttara 
residence on Tuesday. He 
was 80.

He left behind his wife, 
daughter, two sons and six 
grandchildren.

Born in Beanibazar, 
Sylhet in 1942, Rashid 
dedicated his life to 
advancing science and 
teaching in agriculture. He 
contributed to developing 
more than 20 improved 
varieties of fruits, 
vegetables and crops.

He served as the director 
general of Bangladesh 
Agriculture Research 
Institute (1998-1999) and 
Bangladesh Rice Research 
Institute (1993-1996). 

In 2005, he received 
the Prime Minister’s Gold 
Medal for his work in 
writing and publishing 
scientific books in Bangla. 

Two broken-down columns of a billboard have been rusting away in 
Panthokunjo, a public park near the capital’s Hotel Sonargaon, for months. 
Much to the neglect of authorities, they now act as an eyesore for passersby, 
ruining the environment of the park. This photo was taken yesterday.
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