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Gunman kills 
4 at Tulsa 
hospital
AFP, Tulsa

A gunman has killed 
at least four people at a 
hospital building in Tulsa, 
Oklahoma, police said 
-- the latest in a string of 
mass shootings across the 
United States in recent 
weeks.

The killings come 
as Texas families bury 
their dead after a school 
shooting left 19 young 
children dead just eight 
days earlier.

The Tulsa shooting 
suspect, who was 
armed with a rifle and 
a handgun during his 
attack on the Saint 
Francis hospital campus, 
died by suicide, police 
said Wednesday.

Tulsa Police Department 
Deputy Chief Eric 
Dalgleish said officers 
responded immediately 
after emergency calls 
came in reporting that a 
gunman had stormed into 
the second floor of the 
Natalie Building, which 
houses a clinic on the Saint 
Francis campus.

It was not clear how 
many other people might 
have been wounded.

Dalgleish said the entire 
assault -- from the moment 
emergency calls came 
in, to the time officers 
engaged the shooter -- 
lasted about four minutes.

He also noted that 
the suspect had yet to be 
identified.

According to the Gun 
Violence Archive, there 
have been 233 mass 
shootings this year in the 
United States -- more than 
one such incident per day 
in 2022 so far.

The United States 
generally counts mass 
shootings as involving four 
or more deaths.

Indian bank 
employee 
shot dead in 
Kashmir
AFP, Srinagar

Suspected rebels yesterday 
shot dead a bank manager 
in Indian-administered 
Kashmir, police said, 
the seventh in a spate of 
targeted killings in the 
disputed territory.

An attacker shot the 
Hindu bank employee, who 
moved from Rajasthan a 
week earlier, in his office 
with a pistol in the Kulgam 
area, police said.

“#Injured bank 
employee namely Vijay 
Kumar #succumbed to his 
injuries at hospital,” police 
said on Twitter.

The Resistance Front 
(TRF) rebel group claimed 
responsibility for Kumar’s 
death on its Telegram 
channel.

Four  Palestinians 
killed by Israel 
army in 2 days 
AFP, Ramallah

Israeli troops shot dead a teen in the West Bank 
yesterday, the Palestinian health ministry said, 
the fourth Palestinian killed in the occupied 
territory in two days. The ministry identified 
the slain Palestinian as 17-year-old Odeh Odeh, 
who was hit in the chest by what it said was an 
Israeli bullet near the village of Al-Madiya, west 
of Ramallah. It came hours after a Palestinian 
man was killed during a clash with Israeli forces 
conducting an arrest operation in the Dheisheh 
refugee camp near Bethlehem. On Wednesday, 
a woman approaching soldiers with a knife was 
shot, and later that day a man was killed in an 
Israeli raid in the northern West Bank. Nineteen 
people, mostly Israeli civilians -- including 18 
inside Israel and a Jewish settler -- have been 
killed in attacks by Palestinians and Israeli Arabs 
since late March. Thirty-nine Palestinians have 
been killed in the West Bank during that period. 

Nepal tightens 
flight rules after 
deadly crash
AFP, Kathmandu

Flights in Nepal will be cleared to fly only if 
there is favourable weather forecast throughout 
their route, according to new regulations 
announced in the wake of a recent crash that 
killed 22 people, officials said yesterday. A full 
investigation into the crash of the Twin Otter 

aircraft in western Nepal 
on Sunday is underway, 
but a preliminary inquiry 
suggested that bad 
weather caused the 
accident. Air traffic 
control lost contact with 
the twin-prop plane 
shortly after it took 
off from Pokhara and 
headed for Jomsom, a 

popular Himalayan trekking 
destination. The wreckage was found a day later, 
with all 16 Nepalis, four Indians and two Germans 
who were on board killed. Aviation companies 
have raised concerns about how to implement 
the new regulations, citing the country’s limited 
weather forecasting infrastructure.

The Queen along with members of the Royal Family watches the special flypast by Britain’s Royal Air Force from Buckingham Palace balcony 
following the Trooping the Colour parade, as a part of her platinum jubilee celebrations, in London, Britain, yesterday. PHOTO: REUTERS

UK QUEEN’S 70 YEARS ON THE THRONE

Celebrations begin
REUTERS, London

A beaming Queen Elizabeth 
waved to cheering crowds 
massed outside 
Buckingham Palace 
yesterday as Britain 
kicked off four days 
of pomp, parties 
and parades to 
celebrate her 
record-breaking 
70 years on the 
British throne.

Tens of 
thousands of royal 
supporters waving flags 
lined the streets of London for a 
military parade that marked the 
start of Platinum Jubilee events. 
Millions of people across Britain 
and the world were expected 
to join street parties, watch the 
festivities and light beacons in 
honour of the 96-year-old queen.

Elizabeth, holding a walking 
stick and wearing a dusky dove 

blue outfit that she also wore for 
an official Jubilee photograph 
released yesterday, was joined by 
her son and heir Prince Charles, 

73, and other senior 
royals on the balcony 

of Buckingham 
Palace.

Elizabeth 
has been on the 
throne for longer 
than any of her 

predecessors, and 
is the third-longest 

reigning monarch 
ever of a sovereign 

state.
“Thank you to everyone who 

has been involved in convening 
communities, families, 
neighbours and friends to mark 
my Platinum Jubilee, in the 
United Kingdom and across the 
Commonwealth,” she said in a 
statement as the festivities got 
under way. 

French President Emmanuel 
Macron, Pope Francis and 
former British prime ministers 
were among those sending 
messages of goodwill. 

Opinion polls show Elizabeth 
remains hugely popular and 
respected among British people, 
with one survey this week 
showing eight in 10 people 
held a positive view of her, and 
another found three-quarters 
thought she had done a good 
job as queen.

Yesterday marks not only 
the start of the Jubilee, but also 
the 69th anniversary of the 
coronation of Elizabeth, who 
became queen on the death of 
her father George VI in February 
1952.

The celebrations began 
with the Trooping the Colour, 
a military parade in central 
London held annually to mark 
the queen’s official birthday.


