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Committee for further 
review. Nagorik Udyog, 
BLAST, BDERM and 
Manusher Jonno 
Foundation played an 
important role to bring 
forth the draft formulation. 

ZI Khan Panna, 
advocate at the  Supreme 
Court, chaired the seminar. 
Ashrafun Nahar Misti, 
executive director of 
Women with Disabilities 
Development Foundation; 
Mohammad Golam Sarwar, 
assistant professor from 
Department of Law at 
Dhaka University; Farhana 
Afroj from Christian Aid; 
and Susmita Pike from 
National Human Right 
Commission; spoke at the 
event, among others.   

Running behind schedule
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The project authorities, 
in mid-2018, issued an 
expression of interest in 
appointing a consultant. 
However, they cancelled 
it in August that year, as 
only one organisation 
was shortlisted for work, 
according to project 
documents.

The second attempt 
was also cancelled as 
Indian EXIM Bank did not 
approve.

The project, however, 
was successful in selecting 
consultants on the third 
attempt. 

The authorities will soon 
sign a contract with the 
Indian joint-venture firm 
STUP-Aarvee-EDC to do 
the work for Tk 87 crore, 

said sources.
They will review the 

feasibility study, draw 
detailed designs and 
prepare tender documents 
within 11 months from the 
day the contract would be 
effective.

Besides, they will also 
supervise the construction 
work for four years 
(including a one-year defect 
liability period).

“The project was delayed 
due to the long process to 
get approval from several 
Indian agencies, and Covid 
19” said an anonymous 
project official.

The government, in 
February 2018, approved 
another project to turn 
about 67 km of metre-
gauge lines into dual-gauge 

from Parbatipur to Kaunia 
at a cost of Tk 1,683 crore, 
aiming to improve inter-
country rail network with 
India, Nepal and Bhutan 
and increase trade among 
the countries.

India is supposed to 
finance 81 percent of the 
costs.

With this project, the 
authorities took three 
and a half years to select 
consultants.

Aarvee-STUP-EDC will 
carry out the feasibility 
study, draw detailed 
designs and prepare tender 
documents within a year 
at the cost of Tk 75 crore, 
said an anonymous project 
official, citing similar 
reasons for the delay. 

Save Buriganga
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of Buriganga, Shitalakhya, 
Turag and Balu was found 
to be almost zero, especially 
during the dry season, 
from January to May. The 
minimum level of dissolved 
oxygen in water must be at 
least 5 mg per litre in order 
for fish and other aquatic 
lives to survive.

Though the government 
shifted tanneries from 
Hazaribagh to Savar in 
2016 in a measure to 
improve water quality, 
this initiative didn’t work 
much to free the river from 
pollution and grabbing.

In the meeting, the 
parliamentary body 
recommended that a letter 
be sent to the education 
ministry to involve children 
in the development of the 
environment and include 
the issue of protecting 
environment in the text 
curriculum.

The committee was 
also informed by the 
Bangladesh Shipping 
Corporation (BSC) that the 
Bangladeshi ship “Bangla 
Sammriddhi” damaged in 
the Ukraine will be rescued, 
repaired, and added to the 
BSC fleet.

Swimming 
training for 
children with 
autism
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Bangladesh Swimming 
Federation and Bangladesh 
Autism Sports Club 
yesterday started a 
swimming learning 
programme for children 
with autism.

State Minister for Youth 
and Sports Zahid Ahsan 
Russel inaugurated the 
programme at Ivy Rahman 
Swimming Complex 
as the chief guest. Kazi 
Alamgir, MD and CEO of 
Bangladesh Development 
Bank Limited, also 
attended the event.
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