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Change is hard. Somewhere between dearly holding onto things you love
and consciously letting go to move on, you collect people, lessons, and
memories along the way.

In my first editorial, when I was a little lost about what to write, I
realised I cared deeply about that week’s cover story which was about our
relationships with our siblings. This week too I find our cover story to be
something I care a little too strongly for — spending on public education.
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In the almost dizzying state of development we live in, with physical
infrastructure bearing witness to our economic “progress”, my wish as a
young person and as a citizen is that people are invested in. A country is
as good as its people and what’s important is to bridge the gap between
hopeful kids and an education system that understands them.

On that hopeful note, I wish this special school issue can bring to light
some of the challenges facing our education sector. I also hope SHOUT
continues to speak up on what matters to kids the most and gives us
something rewarding to wake up to every Thursday morning.

Happy reading!

— Mrittika Anan Rahman, Sub-Editor, SHOUT
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A loving send-off
to our favourite
Derry Girls

MRITTIKA ANAN RAHMAN

The appeal of Derry Girls, by design, lies
in finding comedy in absolute trage-

dy. The indomitable and perennially
optimistic outlook of the youth to want
to live their lives and have fun no matter
the state their country is in, is a feeling
that is unlikely to be lost on young
people anywhere.

As the girls (and James) cross armed
soldiers every day on their way to
school, have their values clash in a
school that is too conservative for their
liking, and bicker with their parents
who themselves are struggling financial-

ing about life’s real problems - saving

girls (and James) travelling to the aban-
doned house of a deceased person on a
stormy night does not disappoint. Some
of the episodes were a miss, including
one which has flashbacks to some of
the characters’ lives years ago. The rather
wholesome season finale is set in the
backdrop of the Good Friday Agreement
of 1998, which mostly put an end to the
“The Troubles”, the period of political
upheaval which serves as the setting for
the show.

The brazen and snarky Sister Michael,
Principal of Our Lady Immaculate Col-
lege and one of the villains of the girls’
lives, gets a well-deserved longer screen
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money for trips, going to parties, trying
to skip exams, or hitting it off with one’s
crush.

After a long wait past the first two sea-
sons, which were truly “cracker”, writer
and creator Lisa McGee, who wrote the
show based on her own experience of
growing up in Derry, finally delivers a
fitting third season.

The new (and sadly last) season of
Derry Girls in all honesty is a series of
hits and misses that strung together
in an overall treat for loyal fans, but
doesn’t manage to quite recreate the
sparkling writing quality of the first two
seasons.

Episode 4, “The Haunting”, was a
personal favourite. The premise of the

in their overcrowded living room. Each
adult is a victim of their own situation
and each young person believes they
live in a world that lets them be who
they are, almost in delusion, that they
have a fair chance at a bright future and
happiness.

Even though Derry Girls has end-
ed, my mind still lives on in it, and is
unlikely to ever escape, the truly bizarre
and ridiculous detention scene from the
pilot episode. After all, Derry is a state
of mind.

Mrittika has started re-watching Derry
Girls again from season 1. Send her quirky
comedy show suggestions at mrittika.
anan@gmail.com



