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Mitali on its
maiden run

Took 11 hours to
reach Dhaka from
New Jalpaiguri

STAR REPORT

Mitali Express, the third
passenger train between
Bangladesh and India,
has started operations
yesterday, after railways
ministers of the two
countries flagged it off
virtually.

The train reached
Chilahati rail station in
Bangladesh’s Nilphamari
at 2:10pm, with 12
passengers on board,
after crossing Chilahati-
Haldibari border.

A passenger train used
the Chilahati-Haldibari
interchange for the first
time since 1965. The route
was revived in December
2020 for freight trains.

After a 30-minute break
at Chilahati, the Indian
diesel-run locomotive
was replaced with a
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ZUBAIDA’S PLEA

HC illegally
entertained
it: SC

ASHUTOSH SARKAR

The Supreme Court has
declared that a High
Court bench had illegally
entertained a petition of
Zubaida Rahman, wife of
BNP’s acting chairman
Tarique Rahman, as she
filed the plea while being a
fugitive.

In the full text of a
verdict, the SC reasoned
that Zubaida had filed
the petition without
surrendering (o the trial
court that was dealing with
a corruption case.

“... the rule issuing
bench of the High Court
Division overstepped
in its jurisdiction in
not considering that
the petitioner filed
the application under
section 561A of the Code
of Criminal Procedure
without surrendering to
the jurisdiction of the
appropriate court and thus
illegally entertained the
application under section
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The Mitali Express began its journey from New Jalpaiguri after railways ministers of India and Banglades flagged it off virtually

yesterday. This is the third passenger train between the two countries.

US ‘adding fuel
to the fire’

Says Moscow as Biden agrees to provide
Kyiv with longer range missiles

AGENCIES

The Kremlin yesterday accused
Washington of “adding fuel to the
fire” by planning to supply Kyiv with
advanced missile systems, as Ukraine
looked close to losing the key eastern
city of Severodonetsk to Russian
forces.

“We believe that the United States
is adding fuel to the fire deliberately
and on purpose,” Kremlin spokesman
Dmitry Peskov told reporters.

“Such supplies” do not encourage
Kyiv to resume peace talks, Peskov
said, adding that Washington wanted
to “fight Russia to the last Ukrainian.”

President Joe Biden on Tuesday
announced that US would be
supplying Ukraine with advanced
missile systems, including the Himars
multiple-launch rocket system that
can simultaneously launch multiple
precision-guided missiles.

“We have moved quickly to send
Ukraine a significant amount of
weaponry and ammunition so it can
fight on the battlefield and be in the
strongest possible position at the

negotiating table,” Biden wrote in an
opinion piece in the New York Times.

Earlier Russian Deputy Foreign
Minister Sergei Ryabkov said that
the planned delivery of these new US
weapons to Ukraine increased the
risk of drawing the United States into
direct conflict with Russia.

“Any arms supplies that continue,
are on the rise, increase the risks of
such a development,” Ryabkov was
quoted as saying by state news agency
RIA Novosti.

Both Ukraine and Russia already
operate multiple-launch rockets
systems, but the Himars has superior
range and precision.

The Himars system that
Washington is providing to Ukraine
will have a range of about 80
kilometres (50 miles), reports AFP.

Ryabkov said the US was
determined to “wage war (on Moscow)
to the last Ukrainian in order to inflict,
as they say, a strategic defeat on
Russia”.

“This is unprecedented, this is
dangerous,” he said.
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World’s largest

plant discovered ofl

Australian coast

CNN ONLINE

The world’s largest
living plant has
been identified in
the shallow waters
off the coast of
Western Australia,
according to
scientists.

The sprawling
seagrass, a marine
flowering plant known
as Posidonia australis,

stretches for more than 112 miles (180 kilometres)
in Shark Bay, a wilderness area protected as a
World Heritage site, said Elizabeth Sinclair, a
senior research fellow at the School of Biological
SEE PAGE 2 COL 6

MIGRANTION TO MALAYSIA

No progress
after MoU

JAMIL MAHMUD

Bangladesh is missing out on a large labour
market in Malaysia after Kuala Lumpur stopped
taking in any fresh Bangladeshi migrants over
irregularities by recruiting agencies in 2018.

Four years on, the fourth largest labour market
for Bangladesh is yet to start the recruitment,
affecting the remittance inflow from the

Southeast Asian nation.

After prolonged negotiations, Dhaka and
Kuala Lumpur signed a Memorandum of
Understanding in December last year to start
sending migrants from Bangladesh under a new
arrangement. But officials are vet to finalise the
details required to start the migration process.

Relevant officials of the two countries are
likely to discuss the update today, after several
scheduled meetings were postponed on request
from the Malaysian authorities, Bangladesh

officials said.

The Malaysian
Embassy in Dhaka did
not respond (o our email
requesting its comment
on the progress made on
the MoU.

Following the
December MoU, the two
sides laid importance on
necessary paperwork to
sort out various details,
including migration
cost, medical test, and
involvement of recruiting
agencies.

In a letter to Malaysian
Human Resources
Minister M Saravanan

“The market
should open
immediately.
However, a
lack of proper
planning in
this regard is
apparent.”

Ali Haider
Chowdhury, former

general secretary of
Baira

on January 18, Bangladesh Expatriates’ Welfare
Minister Imran Ahmad proposed a meeting

of the Joint Working Group (JWG) comprising
officials from both sides to finalise and
implement the recruitment process.

“We had agreed to hold a meeting on May 26.
However, the Malaysian side requested us to shift
the date,” he told The Daily Star last week.

Since January, several other agreed upon dates
had to be changed at the request of Malaysian

officials, he added.

However, he is “hopeful” about a positive
outcome from the meeting scheduled for today,
saying his priority is to protect workers’ rights.

Malaysia currently hosts about 800,000

Bangladeshi workers.

It banned labour recruitment from Bangladesh
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HC stays 3
cases under
DSA against
Kajol
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proceedings
against photojournalist
Shafiqul Islam Kajol in
three cases filed under
the much-talked-about
Digital Security Act.

The bench of
Justice ASM Abdul
Mobin and Justice Md
Atoar Rahman passed
the order after Kajol
filed three appeals
challenging the trial
court orders that
framed charges against
him in the cases.

The court also
set July 28 for the
final hearing of the
appeals, Deputy
Attorney General Sujit
Chatterjee told The
Daily Star.

He added that the
state would move
an appeal before the
Appellate Division of
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