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Israel troops kill 
‘woman attacker’
REUTERS, Hebron

A knife-wielding Palestinian woman, 31, 
threatened an Israeli soldier in the occupied West 
Bank and was shot dead yesterday, the army said, 
an account disputed by Palestinian officials. In 
a statement, the Israeli army said “an assailant 
armed with a knife advanced toward an IDF 
(Israel Defence Force) soldier who was conducting 
routine security activity” near Al Aroub village. 
“The soldiers responded with live fire,” it said. 
The Palestinian foreign ministry condemned the 
killing as a “field execution”. “She was en route 
to her work and there were no incidents there or 
danger to the criminals,” the ministry said in a 
statement. 

Not competing for influence
Says China over South Pacific; US rejects Beijing’s ‘opaque’ 

pact offer, reaffirms commitment

AFP, Port Vila

China has insisted it has “no intention to compete” 
for influence in the South Pacific as foreign 
minister Wang Yi and his Australian counterpart 
Penny Wong again jetted around the region 
yesterday on duelling diplomatic charm offensives.

In a statement distributed by the Chinese 
embassy in Canberra, Beijing said it “does not seek 
exclusive rights” in the region and “we have no 
intention to compete with others”.

The claim comes as Wang nears the end of a 
10-day visit to Pacific Island nations that has seen 
China pitch a radically increased role in regional 
security, much to the concern of the United States 
and Australia.

“China respects Australia’s historical and 
traditional ties in the region and there is enough 
space in the vast Pacific Ocean for China, 

Australia and all island countries to share peace, 
development and prosperity,” the statement said.

On Tuesday, US State Department spokesman 
Ned Price reiterated that the United States, 
like Australia, had made clear its concerns that 
China had offered a “shadowy” deal with regional 
consultations.

“We are committed to continue deepening our 
relationship with our Pacific Island partners and 
in the Indo-Pacific, including working together to 
deliver for our people,” Price told reporters.

Although Wang failed to secure support for a 
regional security deal that would have seen Beijing 
play a much bigger role in sensitive areas including 
policing and cybersecurity, he has inked a series of 
country-specific agreements on his trip.

The visit has prompted the newly elected 
Australian government to embark on a diplomatic 
blitz to shore up decades-old alliances.

Residents look for belongings in the rubble of their house after a strike destroyed three houses in the city 
of Slovyansk in the eastern Ukrainian region of Donbas, yesterday. PHOTO: AFP

MONEY LAUNDERING PROBE

Gandhis summoned 
for questioning
REUTERS, New Delhi

India’s financial crime-fighting agency wants to question 
the two most senior members of the Nehru-Gandhi 
dynasty, who lead the main opposition Congress party, 
as it investigates a complaint of money laundering, the 
party said yesterday.

The summons by the enforcement directorate is 
linked to a nine-year old complaint by a lawmaker of 
Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s 
Bharatiya Janata Party 
(BJP) against Congress 
President Sonia Gandhi 
and her son Rahul, the 
party said.

The lawmaker, 
Subramanian Swamy, 
had accused the Gandhis 
of forming a shell 
company and illegally 
gaining control of properties worth $300 million. 

The assets in question had belonged to a firm that 
published the National Herald newspaper, founded in 
1937 by India’s first prime minister, Jawaharlal Nehru, 
who was Rahul Gandhi’s great grandfather. The case 
is regarding allegations of cheating, conspiracy, and 
criminal breach of trust in the acquisition of the 
Associated Journals Limited (AJL), which ran the 
National Herald newspaper, by Young Indian Pvt Ltd.

Danes vote to join 
EU’s defence policy
AFP, Copenhagen

With the war in Ukraine forcing countries in Europe to 
rethink their security policy, Denmark yesterday voted 
in a referendum on whether to join the EU’s common 
defence policy 30 years after opting out. 

The vote in the traditionally Eurosceptic Scandinavian 
country of 5.5 million people comes on the heels 
of neighbouring Finland’s and Sweden’s historic 
applications for Nato membership. The defence opt-
out means that the Scandinavian country, a founding 
member of Nato, does not participate in EU foreign 
policy where defence is concerned and does not 
contribute troops to EU military missions. 

UK readies for 
Queen’s silver 
jubilee party
AFP, London

Putting aside a biting inflationary crisis and 
doubts over the monarchy’s future, Britons 

yesterday prepared for four days of 
festivities to mark a record-

breaking 70 years on the throne 
for Queen Elizabeth II. With 

two public holidays from 
Thursday and then the 
weekend, pubs, restaurants 
and retailers are hoping for 
a timely sales boost, after 
a difficult period including 

the Covid pandemic. 
Princess Elizabeth acceded 

the throne at the age of 25 
after her father, King George VI 

died on 6 February 1952.  While the 
Queen’s accession to the throne occurred in 

February 1952, her Coronation did not take place 
for a while yet, on 2 June 1953 in Westminster 
Abbey. So while she acceded the throne at 25, she 
was crowned at age 27.


