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ACC launches 
probe into 
Biman lease
RASHIDUL HASAN

A team from Anti-Corruption Commission (ACC) 
yesterday launched an investigation into the reported 
corruption centring Biman Bangladesh Airlines taking 
lease of two Boeing 777 aircraft from Egypt Air in 2014. 
The lease caused a loss of around Tk 1,200 crore.

Led by ACC Deputy Director Salah Uddin, the 
delegation of the anti-graft body went to the respective 
departments of Biman’s headquarters at Balaka Bhaban 
around 10:30am and talked with relevant officials, 
sources at Biman said.

“We went to the Biman 
office as part of ACC’s 
ongoing inquiry [into alleged 
irregularities in leasing 
process]. We’ve collected 
relevant documents,” Salah 
said while talking to The 
Daily Star.

ACC is investigating 
this following the 
recommendation of the 
parliamentary body of the 
civil aviation ministry.

Leased for five years with 
stringent conditions, the 
planes remained grounded 
since 2017 due to engine 
defects. 

A probe body of the ministry found that in 2019, 
Biman finally got rid of the two air-planes, for which they 
had to pay dearly.

Asked, Biman Managing Director and CEO Abu Saleh 
Mostafa Kamal said they will extend all-out cooperation 
to ACC, so that the anti-graft body can investigate 
without any obstacle.

Interestingly, Mahbub Jahan Khan, director of 
planning at Biman, told the media yesterday that the 
national airline has learned a lesson after these alleged 
irregularities.

“After that incident, we developed a standard 
operating procedure on taking a lease of aircraft. 
From now on, Biman will have to follow this procedure 
strictly,” he added.

A probe by the Civil Aviation and Tourism Ministry found 
that the terms and conditions of the “non-transparent” 
lease agreement went against Biman’s interests.

The body found that a section of Biman officials inked 
the non-transparent deal for personal gains, said a top 
official of the civil aviation ministry.

ACC on Saturday sent a letter to Kamal, asking for 
various documents related to the allegations within 15 
working days.

The ongoing 
investigation 
will look into 
the reported 
widespread 

corruption in 
taking lease of two 
Boeing 777 aircraft 
from Egypt Air in 

2014, causing a loss 
of around Tk 1,200 

crore.

Under the rainy skies, 
a boat, carrying 
passengers huddled 
underneath an 
umbrella, crosses the 
Turag river yesterday. 
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Invading homes 
in seconds

6 of robber gang arrested, says DB

MOHAMMAD JAMIL KHAN

It only takes 15 to 20 seconds for 
them to cut through a window or 
balcony and enter a house.

Nineteen-year-old Rabiul Awal 
alias Roby is a painter, and knows 
how to weld window grilles. A 
short man, Roby takes advantage 
of his height. He used to cut 
grilles, squeeze through and 
enter homes, and open the gate 
for his fellow robbers to get in. 

For this, the gang leader used 
to give Roby Tk10,000 for every 
robbery.

Police’s detective branch (DB) 
claimed to have learned all this 
by interrogating Roby and five 
other robbers, who were arrested 
on Monday from the capital’s 
Mohammadpur area.

On Tuesday, these robbers 
were produced before a Dhaka 
court, which granted a one-day 
remand for interrogation.

Interestingly, each of the 

robbers do different kinds of 
work during daytime. Some of 
them are auto-rickshaw drivers, 
some vegetable traders, while 
others worked for online food-
delivery services.

During daytime, they used to 
observe the capital’s outskirts, 
like Savar and Keraniganj, and at 
night, they robbed places using 
local firearms.

A high-official of DB, involved 
with the investigation, said 
during interrogation, they came 
to know that arrestee Md Sujon 
Howlader, an auto-rickshaw 
driver, used to manage the 
firearms.

“We have come to know that 
the gang collects each firearm for 
Tk 12,000 from a person named 
Rubel. We are now conducting 
drives to seize the firearms and 
arrest the supplier,” said the 
officer.

Arrestee Ekram Ali, also an 
auto-rickshaw driver, mainly 

took robbers to the target 
location. Among other arrestees 
-- Md Babu and Md Rony -- who 
worked in grocery shops and 
kitchen markets, used to gather 
information from locals, said 
investigators.

Sources said that all robberies 
were conducted under the 
leadership of one Md Saddam, 
who has not been caught yet.

No matter what the gang 
found in a robbery, Saddam 
would give each member at least 
Tk 10,000. If a robbery went 
wrong, Saddam gave them Tk 
5,000, said the official, quoting 
the arrestees.

For supplying arms and taking 
robbers to the spot, Saddam used 
to pay Tk 15,000 each to Sujon 
and Ekram, said the official.

Shahdat Hossain Sumon, 
additional deputy commissioner 
of DB, told The Daily Star 
yesterday that they had some 
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Police officer 
‘threatens to 
shoot’ railway 
ticket staffer
OUR CORRESPONDENT, Pabna

A police officer has allegedly threatened to shoot 
a  travelling ticket examiner (TTE) at Ullapara 
station for fining ticket-less passengers. 

Railway has formed a three-member probe 
committee for investigating the matter. 

The incident took place inside the Dhaka-
bound Chitra Express on Tuesday afternoon, 
when on-duty TTE Abdul Alim Mithu fined 
ticket-less passengers who boarded the train 
by reportedly influencing Government Railway 
Police (GRP), said sources.

“It was around 3:00pm when I was checking 
passenger tickets. I found 11 passengers without 
any ticket, who boarded the train by influencing 
GRP,” said Mithu.

Mithu charged them a fine of Tk 3,300. GRP 
officers came to defend them. At one point, an 
assistant sub-inspector intervened, handcuffed 
Mithu, and threatened to shoot him, Mithu 
alleged.

“I somehow managed to leave the spot and 
informed the matter to the higher-ups of the 
railway from the control room,” he added. 

Md Shahidul Islam, Pakshey divisional railway 
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