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Limited.
“Every unit will cost 

$24.75,” he said.
Besides, the same 

committee approved a 
proposal to purchase 
the materials of a well at 
Kailashtila gas field under 
Sylhet Gas Fields Limited.

According to the 
meeting minutes, 
Kailashtila is preparing to 
explore well no-8. It will buy 

materials, take engineering 
support and develop the 
land under 10 packages.
Contacted, Managing 
Director of Sylhet Gas 
Fields Md Mijanur Rahman 
said they took a Tk 150.27 
crore project to drill the 
well in March 2021.

“This is the first purchase 
approval. We’re expecting 
to get 21 million cubic feet 
gas per day from well no-8,” 
he said.

9 dengue patients 
hospitalised
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Nine dengue patients 
were admitted to different 
hospitals across the 
country in the last 24 
hours.

According Directorate 
General of Health Services 
(DGHS) data, with these 
new cases, the number of 
dengue patients this year 
has risen to 361.

Among the dengue 
patients, 39 are still 

undergoing treatment at 
different hospitals in the 
capital.

A total of 312 got 
released after recovery.

DGHS conducted a pre-
monsoon survey between 
March 23 and April 4 this 
year. 

The survey found three 
DSCC wards to be at “high 
risk” and 10 at “medium 
risk” of an outbreak. 

Nine wards in DNCC are 
at “medium risk”.

The kids are
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were under social pressure 
to do so. 

Speaking as chief guest, 
Golam Sarwar, secretary of 
Law and Justice Division at 
the Ministry of Law, Justice 
and Parliamentary Affairs, 
said, “There is a need to 
focus on recovery, and 
support human capability 
and well-being in a holistic 
sense, when it comes to 
policymaking.”

The government, 
development partners 
and civil society can work 
together to create a more 
resilient and inclusive 
system, he said.

“Bringing both girls and 
boys back to school is going 
to be a huge task, with 
girls’ access to education, 
in particular, becoming 
even more precarious,” 
said Javed Patel, deputy 
high commissioner of 
British High Commission 
in Dhaka.

“This year completes 
50 years of German 

cooperation in Bangladesh. 
Studies like these are at 
the core of development 
cooperation,” said Caren 
Blume, deputy head of 
development cooperation 
at German embassy in 
Dhaka.

Mentioning that the 
country’s adolescent 
population is over 32 
million, which is 21 percent 
of the entire population, 
Dr Angelika Fleddermann, 
country director of GIZ 
Bangladesh, said, “Taking 
timely decisions and 
making the right choices 
for girls and boys will 
determine the future 
trajectory of their lives and 
Bangladesh’s future.” 

Police officer
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manager (DRM), told this 
correspondent that they 
formed a three-member 
probe committee in this 
regard. 

“The committee will 
submit the probe report 
within five days. We will 
take action after that,” said 
the DRM.

C o n t a c t e d , 
Superintendent of GRP’s 
Pakshey division Md Sahab 
Uddin said, “We will take 
action after getting the 
probe report.”

Project cost
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the 24-km expressway was 
set for the end of June this 
year.

Sources said the project 
got delayed, as the Chinese 
authorities took a long 
time to approve over $1 
billion loan for the project.

At a press briefing 
following the Ecnec 
meeting, Planning 
Commission Member 
Mamun Al Rashid said 
until 2017, China had a 
policy of financing cent 
percent funds of some 
projects, and at that time, 
the government approved 

the DPP of this project.
“As we progressed to 

the negotiation stage 
after approval of the DPP, 
the Chinese government 
brought some changes in 
its policy and decided not 
to finance more than 85 
percent of the project costs.”

For that reason, the 
Chinese assistance has 
been reduced by Tk 1,257 
crore, while the portion 
of government funding 
has been increased by 
Tk 1,909 crore. Once 
built, the expressway will 
connect Hazrat Shahjalal 
International Airport with 

Abdullahpur, Ashulia, 
Baipail and Dhaka 
Export Processing Zone 
on Nabinagar-Chandra 
highway.

No mention
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meeting of the ministry on 
May 18.

The meeting was 
presided by Nazrul Islam, 
secretary of the division, 
who directed RHD chief 
engineer to use the 
gazetted name instead 
of Dhaka-Mawa-Bhanga 
Expressway everywhere 
and in all documents. 

An division official 
told the meeting that the 
expressway was named 
after Bangabandhu 
following approval of the 
prime minister. 

“But Roads and 
Highways Department 
and other agencies are not 
using the name,” reads the 
meeting minutes.

Contacted, RHD Chief 
Engineer AKM Manir 
Hossain Pathan refused to 
make comment. 

The PM inaugurated the 
Tk 11,003-crore expressway 
on March 2020, making it 
the most expensive road in 
the country.

Dhaka to seek
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In reply, she said that 
Bangladesh could avail 
funds through the US 
International Development 
Finance Corporation, 
but that would require 
improving labour rights.

At DCAB Talk on 
Tuesday, US Ambassador 
to Bangladesh Peter 
Haas clarified that they 
will definitely discuss 
the labour issues in the 
upcoming dialogue.

A foreign ministry 

official said Bangladesh 
has signed all labour-
related international 
protocols and has 
progressed much in the 
labour sector since the 
Rana Plaza incident.

In the dialogue, 
Washington would want 
Dhaka to amend the law 
that restricts import of 
US cotton without double 
fumigation. Haas at DCAB 
Talk said the disagreement 
over fumigation has been 
there for 20 years.

Invading
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information about the 
gang’s absconding members 
and are conducting drives 
to arrest them.

“We have so far found that 
Saddam is the ringleader, 
but there might be another 
mastermind behind these 
robberies. We will be able to 
find more information after 
investigating further,” he 
added.
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“The Dhaka Review”, a 
poetry journal edited by 
poet Aminur Rahman, was 
launched on the occasion. 
Aminur, Nurul and Jahidul 
along with the guest poets 
of The Dhaka Review -- 
Reaz Ahmad and Ayesha 
Sharmeen Chowdhury 
-- and others also recited 
poems as a tribute.
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