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INSTALLING SET-TOP BOX WITH TV

HC stays govt decision 
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The High Court yesterday stayed for three months 
a government decision that asked the cable TV 
subscribers to install set-top boxes with TVs in Dhaka 
and Chattogram, as this decision was taken without 
formulating any policy or guideline.

The HC bench of Justice Md Mozibur Rahman Miah 
and Justice Khizir Hayat came up with the order and rule 
following a petition filed by Md Abul Kawser Kalpon, a 
businessman, challenging the legality of the notification 
issued by the information ministry on April 28.

Petitioner’s lawyer Khandaker Mohammad Musfiqul 
Huda said the government itself confessed in the 
notification that there is no policy or guideline for 
installing set-top boxes with televisions. DAG Bepul 
Bagmar represented the state during the hearing.

6 of robber gang held
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Police’s Detective Branch (DB) yesterday claimed to have 
arrested six members of a gang of robbers on Monday 
night. 

In broad-daylight, they worked as auto-rickshaw 
drivers, vegetable traders, painters, grocers and food-
delivery persons. But soon after sunset, they turned into 
robbers, said Harun-or-Rashid, joint commissioner of 
DB, while addressing a briefing at DMP media centre.

NMST gets ISO certificate
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The National Museum of Science and Technology (NMST) 
was awarded an ISO certificate for its organisational 
excellence.

NMST is one of the government organisations to 
receive this international recognition, which is rare in 
public service sector, said a press release yesterday.

On Thursday, Muhammad Munir Chowdhury, 
director general of NMST, received the certificate.

People suffer as bridge 
lies incomplete

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Tangail

The slow progress of a bailey 
bridge’s construction work over  
Tangail’s Louhajang river is 
causing suffering to thousands of  
commuters.

The deadline -- which was set 
on May 11 -- has already passed 
this month with only 40 percent 
of the work completed.

Locals blame the authorities 
and the contractor’s negligence 
for its slow progression.

Tangail municipality gave the 
work order to Alif Traders on 
November 12, 2020, at a cost of 
Tk 3.95 crore under the LGED.

During  a recent visit, this 

correspondent saw four pillars, 
and the rod cage installed on top 
gathering rust. Pedestrians were 
using a bamboo bridge  to cross 
the river while no worker was 
around. 

Shahjahan Khan of  Pashchim 
Akur Takur Para area said 
although a temporary Bailey 
bridge was constructed, no heavy 
vehicles can pass through it.

“There is no one to see our 
sufferings,” he added.

Sadhan  Chandra Dhar, the 
bridge’s quality control engineer, 
said they were not sure how long 
it would take to complete the 
construction.

“If the contractor delays the 

work, the municipal mayor 
may cancel the contract with a 
warning,” he said.

Contacted, Tangail 
Municipality Mayor SM Sirajul 
Haque Alamgir said the 
contractor has been repeatedly 
urged to complete the work.

“We have notified them 
through the latest letter. We will 
take action if they fail to comply,” 
said the mayor. 

MR  Khan Tutul, proprietor of 
Alif Traders, said it took time to 
complete the work as the plates 
and pipes were brought from 
Chattogram and China.

“The work will be completed 
before October,” he added. 
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“Although a temporary Bailey 
bridge was constructed, no heavy 
vehicles can pass through it.”

‘Punishment 

not adequate’
Victims of sexual harassment 
dissatisfied over syndicate 
verdict on RU teacher
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Victims of sexual harassment by a Rajshahi 
University teacher expressed their dissatisfaction 
over the punishment of the accused as they deem 
it “inadequate”.

During a syndicate meeting on Sunday, the 
RU authorities suspended the accused assistant 
professor Bishnu Kumar Adhikari’s increment 
and promotion for four years.

According to syndicate members, 
the verdict was given following the 

recommendations of the probe 
committee.

“I sought proper justice. I 
did not file that complaint 
so that the culprit can roam 
around freely,” said one of 
the victims.

“We are yet to finish our 
master’s and have to face our 

abuser in class again because of 
the syndicate’s unfair decisions. 

It now seems better to just leave the 
university.”

Meanwhile, Prof Rezina Laz, head of RU’s 
Sexual Harassment Prevention Cell, said, “We 
recommended a 10-year suspension of his 
[the accused] promotion and increment after 
his offences were proven. This relaxation of 
punishment is frustrating for me as a member of 
the probe committee.”

Contacted, Vice-Chancellor Prof Golam 
Shabbir Sattar said, “The decision was made by 
syndicate members anonymously. Rules cannot 
make everyone happy.”

On June 25 and 27, 2019, the two victims filed 
separate complaints to the university authorities, 
who formed a three-member probe committee.

Both students filed a GD with Motihar 
Police Station on June 28 that year after being 
threatened for filing complaints.  The RU 
authorities relieved the accused of all academic 
duties on July 2. Later, RU’s Sexual Harassment 
Prevention cell took charge of the investigation.


