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additional directorate 
general (planning and 
development), DGHS, 
Ministry of Health and 
Family Welfare.

“Bangladesh’s ability 
to absorb and roll out 
the Covid-19 vaccines is 
a testament to what can 
be achieved when there 

is political commitment 
and an equitable supply 
of vaccines,” said Unicef 
Representative to 
Bangladesh Sheldon Yett. 

“The success in getting 
millions of vaccines quickly 
and safely into arms in 
every corner of the country 
has been nothing short of 
remarkable,” Yett said.

Bangladesh-India
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Agartala-Dhaka-Kolkata-
Agartala, and Dhaka-
Khulna-Kolkata-Dhaka.

Discussion over 
resumption of bus service 
came to the fore after 
both countries decided to 
resume train service.

Suvenker Ghosh Rakesh, 
managing director of 
Shyamoli NR Travels, said 
although they did not get 
any written directives, 
they were instructed to get 
ready for resuming services 
on June 10.

“And we are ready to 
resume services,” he told 
The Daily Star yesterday.

Sources said authorities 
in Tripura have already 
issued directives to resume 
Dhaka-Agartala-Dhaka 
service on the day.

MITALI EXPRESS

Mitali Express, inaugurated 
by the prime ministers of 
both countries on March 26 
last year, will use Chilahati-
Haldibari rail link.

Its operation, however, 
did not start due to the 
pandemic.

The fully air-conditioned 
direct train with 10 coaches 
will be operated twice from 
Dhaka and twice from 
the NJP (New Jalpaiguri) 
every week, the officials 
mentioned.

After flagging off, the 
train will depart from NJP 
at 11:45am and arrive in 
Dhaka at 10:30pm the 
same day, sources said.

Customs formalities will 
be completed at Dhaka’s 
Cantonment Station and 
the NJP Station.

Tk 717cr for toll
FROM PAGE 3

would be fixed as per the 
Toll Policy-2014.

For example, bus toll 
per kilometre would be 
90 percent of the base 
toll, while for cars, it is 25 
percent and five percent for 
bikes. 

However, even before 
implementing the 
previously fixed toll rate, 
the government is planning 
to increase it -- a move that 
will push up transportation 
costs.

RHD has proposed four 
base tolls -- Tk 18.40, Tk 25, 
Tk 33.71 and Tk 34.70 -- 84 
to 250 percent higher than 
the rate fixed earlier.

However, fixing the new 
toll may take some more 
time, sources said.

“If the new toll rate is 
not fixed before July 1, we 
will start collecting tolls 
following the interim toll 
rate,” said Sabuj Uddin on 
Monday.

Replying to another 
question, he said the main 
infrastructure required for 
toll collection is ready.

However, KEC will 
introduce an automated 
system for collecting tolls, 
but that would require 
three more months, he 
mentioned. “Till then, 
we will collect the toll 
manually.”

A rising concern
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conducted a drive to 
control the spread of Aedes 
mosquitoes from May 17 to 
May 26.

DNCC Chief Health 
Officer Brig Gen Md 
Zobaidur Rahman 
recently said they have 
been releasing guppy fish 
for the last two months in 
canals, drains and other 
water bodies alongside 

the regular cleaning and 
monitoring and have 
already covered 90 percent 
of the locations.

Meanwhile, DSCC has 
conducted a three-day 
special drive in seven wards 
from May 10.

DSCC Mayor Sheikh 
Fazle Noor Taposh also 
announced to carry out 
mobile courts drives in all 10 
zones from June 15.

If you want your
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“A week after abducting 
Akhi, Rashed called Mira 
and her husband and told 
them that their child was 
with him. She would be 
returned if they divulged 
his wife’s whereabouts,” 
Mozammel said.   

At one stage, Rashed 
demanded a ransom of Tk 

30,000 from the child’s 
parents, who eventually 
paid him Tk 20,000 
through mobile financial 
service. 

But then Rashed 
switched his phone off and 
did not return the child.

He then went into hiding 
in Rangpur, keeping the 
child with Ruksana.

Of public schools
FROM PAGE 3

we expect quality from 
grossly underpaid 
teachers?

“Government school 
teachers do not get paid 
enough. Often, they engage 
in other economic activities 
or another job,” said Md 
Abdul Karim, headteacher 
of Tangail’s Bindubasini 
Govt Boys’ High School.

Meer Hannanur 
Rahman, assistant 
headteacher of Ishwardi’s 
Govt Sara Marwari Model 
School and College, said 
in his teaching career of 
26 years, he has received 
no increment after the 
eighth-year raise. “With a 
basic salary of Tk 25,000, 
housing allowance of 
Tk 1,000 and Tk 500 

medical allowance -- how 
are we expected to live? 
Sometimes, I buy daily 
necessities on loan, unable 
to pay if the salary arrives a 
little later than usual. ”

“It’s a tragedy.”

Read more on this week’s 

issue of SHOUT, out 

tomorrow with The Daily 
Star.

DHAKA WEDNESDAY JUNE 1, 2022 

JAISHTHA 18, 1429 BS        4


