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under government 
management. 

Besides, every pilgrim 
would have to pay an 
additional Tk 19,683 
for qurbani (sacrificing 
animals) coupon from the 
Islamic Development Bank 
in Saudi Arabia.

Some 57,585 
Bangladeshis will be able 
to perform hajj this year, 
likely to be held on July 
8, depending on moon 
sighting. Of them, 4,000 
will perform Hajj under 
government management 
and the rest under the 
arrangement made by 
private agencies. 

RU halts teacher’s
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allegation was proved 
during the investigation, 
they recommended 
suspending the accused 
faculty member’s 
increments and promotion 
for ten years, following the 
Supreme Court’s directives. 

“But the syndicate 
did not follow the 
recommendation,” she 
said. “It is unacceptable 
that a convict of such an 
offence was granted such 
consideration. This sets a 
bad precedence and creates 
a negative impact among 
the students.” 

The two students had 
complained to the institute 
authorities that the teacher 
was mentally and sexually 
harassing them on June 25 
and 27, 2019.

The authorities  then 
formed a three-member 
investigation committee. 
The students also filed a GD 
with Motihar Police Station 
on June 28 that year. 

The authorities relieved 
the teacher of all academic 
duties on July 2 that year. 
Later, the complaint was 
sent to the university’s 
sexual harassment cell for 
investigation.   

A political stunt?
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BCC administrative officer 
Swapan Kumar Das said 
about 2,600 yellow easy-
bikes were licensed some 
five or six years ago.

“However, they are no 
longer licensed. The city 
corporation is currently 
surveying in this regard,” 
said the BCC official.

According to BCC 
sources, the city 
corporation does not 
know the exact number 
of three-wheelers 
currently running, but 
the approximate number 
could be around 8,000 to 
10,000.

This correspondent 
recently visited 
Bangabandhu Udyan 
in Barishal and saw 
that members of the 
Auto Workers Welfare 
Organisation, supported 
by the BCC mayor, were 
distributing serial stickers 
among the drivers.

Afzal Hossain 
Majumder, vice-president 
of the organisation, said 
the mayor announced at a 
workers’ meeting that the 
battery-run three-wheelers 
would be allowed on the 
streets again, as the HC 
lifted the ban. 

BCC Mayor Serniabat 
Sadiq Abdullah said, “As 
the ban on easy-bikes has 
been lifted, I have said 
that they will be allowed 
to operate in the city. 
However, I’m not issuing 
any licence.”

However, Sheikh 
Md Selim, assistant 

commissioner of Barishal 
Metropolitan Police, said, 
“We have not yet received 
any official documents 
containing the instruction 
to allow easy-bike 
movement on the streets.”  

BRTA assistant director 
in Barishal Shah Alam 
echoed him. 

“I do not understand 
how the city corporation is 
allowing this. Many think 
that with the upcoming 
elections, the mayor wants 
to use this issue to gain 
some political advantage,” 
said Shah Alam.  

Meanwhile, the mayor-
backed organisation and 
Bangladesh Samajtantrik 
Dal (BSD)-backed “Battery-
Powered Rickshaw and 
Easy-bike Driver Sangram 
Parishad” are planning 
to hold a meeting in this 
regard. 

BSD member secretary 
Dr Manisha Chakraborty 
said the HC lifted the 
ban on battery-powered 
easy-bikes on December 
15, last year, responding 
to a petition filed by the 
workers. 

“But the way the 
city corporation is 
implementing the three-
wheeler movement for 
political gain seems 
extremely dubious,” she 
said.

“From the looks of 
it, they plan to bring in 
more workers under their 
organisation. It is immoral. 
This entire ordeal should 
be brought under one 
policy licensed through 
BRTA,” she added.   

Building it with own 
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of corruption, which were 
later proven baseless.

She said the Padma 
Bridge will be opened to 

traffic on June 25 and it is 
expected to contribute 1.2 
percent to the GDP.

The PM said the 
leadership of Bangladesh 
Army has been given to 

capable, skilled, fit and 
patriotic officers so that 
the force can contribute 
significantly in building 
a modern, developed and 
prosperous Bangladesh.

Tobacco, a threat
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resources. It threatens the 
environment, ecosystem, 
climate, and food security.

The government should 
adopt stronger laws and 
effective tax measures to 
thwart this hazard, he said.

To safeguard people’s 
health from the impacts of 
tobacco, the government 
must amend the tobacco 
control law to eliminate 
designated smoking areas 

in all public locations 
and workplaces, ensure a 
smoke-free environment 
in mass transportation 
facilities, and ban corporate 
social responsibility 
programmes of tobacco 
companies. 

The government should 
also adopt measures 
to discourage tobacco 
cultivation and encourage 
alternatives among 
farmers, he added.

Pro-AL panel sweeps
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Md Jalal Uddin Khan, 
AF Md Ruhul Anam 
Chowdhury Mintu, Anis 
Uddin Ahmed Shahid, Md 
Ekramul Haque and Md 

Abdur Rahman.
The BNP-Jamaat backed 

elected are Zainul Abedin, 
AM Mahbub Uddin Khokon, 
Md Ruhul Quddus Kazal 
and ASM Badrul Anwar.

Once struggling
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the mosque, kids were seen 
playing on swings, and 
some were riding bicycles.

Jewel, who came to play 
with his friends, told The 
Daily Star that earlier, there 
was no recreational spot 
for them in this area. “We 
would go to nearby areas 
to play cricket and football. 
Now, we can play in this 
field.”

Gias Uddin, a senior 
resident of Bakshibazar 
area, said, “We’ve been 
demanding a renovated 
playground for a long time. 
Now, we’re happy with the 
place.”

Architect Rafiq Azam, 

the new designer of the 
playground, told The Daily 
Star that Abdul Alim 
playground is his first 
experimental project. 

“Through this project, 
we have torn down the 
playground’s walls. 
Because, if the walls are 
present, people will not 
think of the field as their 
own. Another good thing 
that came out of this 
decision is that illegal 
shops near the walls have 
been closed,” he said.

Contacted, Hasibur 
Rahman Manik, the local 
ward councillor, said 
they are working hard to 
maintain the playground.
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